Revenge, Love for Enemies, and the Golden Rule


Read Matthew 5:38-48 and 7:12
How do you react when people treat you poorly?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21
How do these words affect how you view others and how you should seek to help them despite their problems?


Set Aside Time This Week to Do the Following:
Thank God for offering you forgiveness for your sins and for seeking to reconcile you to Him.
Ask God to reveal to you the person or people in your life who you have bitter feelings toward.
Ask Him to help you see the condition of their heart, to break your heart for them, and to develop in you compassion for them.
Pray that they surrender their life to God and turn from their old lives and embrace the good, pleasing, and perfect plans that God has for them.

If the person you are choosing to forgive is currently physically hurting you, remember this: you should not allow yourself to stay in a situation in which someone is hurting you. Forgiving someone does not mean that you need to remain in an unsafe relationship/situation. Yes, forgive them, but you also need to remove yourself from that relationship/situation. If you are in any sort of danger at home or with someone else, you need to talk to an adult about it. Talk to Pastor Rylan, an E.S.M. leader, or a teacher/counselor/coach at school.

