
In this passage, we are faced with a story of disbelief, lack of faith, and failure of an Israelite king 
to trust in God.  In return for his disbelief, he is given an incredible prophecy.  It is one of both 
despair and hope.  Despair, because his nation is going to face destruction because of their 
unbelief.  Hope, because a future Messiah is going to come who will bring salvation that is 
unimaginable to all nations on the earth. 
 
 
Read Isaiah 7:1-9 and II Kings 16:5-9 

1. In these passages, we see Ahaz make a massive mistake.  What is it?  (Leader Note: He 
refuses to trust God, and he decides to trust a foreign nation instead.) 

2. When Isaiah the prophet goes to speak to the King, he is at the water conduit.  He is 
examining Jerusalem's water supply in preparation for an attack.  Do you think it was 
wrong of him to do this instead of trusting in God?  Why or why not? 

3. How do you think that Christians should balance our lives in which we trust God to 
provide, while also being wise regarding our future?  (Leader note:  Discuss with your 
group this important balance in our lives.  God wants us to trust Him and realize He is 
the source of all things in our lives.  But He also wants us to take responsibility for our 
future and the future of our loved ones.  Ask your group how this plays out in their lives. 

4. Why was it so important that Ahaz put his faith in God? 
Read Isaiah 7:10-25 

5. What did God offer to Ahaz when he offered to show him a sign? 
6. What is unique about this instance of God allowing Ahab to ask for a sign? 
7. In verse 11, do you think that Ahaz is being allowed to test God, or do you think that 

God was testing Ahaz?  Explain? 
8. Why is it ironic that Ahab is the only one who was offered a sign of absolutely anything, 

but he refused to be shown one?  (Leader Note:  It's ironic because he was refusing to 
trust God.  God was responding that He will do anything to help Ahab believe, but Ahab 
responds that He doesn't need to put God to the test.  Clearly, his words did not match 
his actions.) 

9. Explain in your own words who the prophecy is referring to? 
10. What was the name "Emmanuel" mean?  (Hint: It should say in the footnote of your 

Bible)  Why is this name significant? 
11. What are all the things in God's sign that indicate that the prophecy is speaking about 

Jesus Christ? 
12. Why does Ahaz respond so respectfully in refusing a sign when his actions toward God 

were so disrespectful?  (Leader Note: Ahab's words toward God are respectful, but his 
actions show that he does not trust the Lord.) 

13. What does God claim will happen to Ahaz and his kingdom because of his disbelief in 
God? 

14. The Bible constantly emphasizes the importance of believing in God.  Discuss why belief 
is so important?   

15. Have you ever struggled with doubt, disbelief, or even a failure to trust in God?  If this is 
something you struggle with, talk about it as a group. 

16. What is one step that you can take to be someone who has stronger faith and trust in 
God's plan? 


