
BOOK OF ROMANS 

 
“No reasonable person would dispute that the book of Romans is one of the most powerful and influential books ever 

written.”   
R. Kent Hughes 

 
Martin Luther - Romans 3:21-26 is the center of the book and the whole Bible! 

 
Author:  Paul (Rom. 1:1) 

Tertius (Rom. 16:22) was Paul’s scribe 
Gaius (Rom. 16:23) hosted Paul in Corinth (1 Cor. 1:14) while he wrote the letter 

 
Date:  AD 57  |  While in Corinth (Acts 20:3) on the 3rd Missionary Journey (Acts 18:22-21:17) 
 
Audience:  “to all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints” (1:7)   

We don’t know how the church in Rome was started; Paul was a stranger to them (1:10; 15:22) and was not the 
church planter of this influential church. 
 Romans was written to a specific church with specific circumstances, but in chapters 1-13 Paul does not 
allude to anything specific about them.  They are addressed in terms that could apply to any Christian group 
(brothers and sisters, etc…) 

 
Occasion of Writing:  Paul’s purpose in writing Romans is multi-faceted.  Many suggest many different reasons because 
the book is so deep and comprehensive. 
  Here are some reasons that seem very apparent: 

- Paul is eager to preach the gospel to Christians! 
- Paul’s view of the gospel is so fundamentally comprehensive that it is what transforms people.  It 

is the power of God unto salvation (1:16). 
- Paul wants the Romans to understand that the gospel is not a small category that gets you in the 

kingdom…it is a BIG category that controls everything! 
 
Brief Outline: 
 Super Basic version:   

Chapters 1-11 (theological argument) 
Chapters 12-16 (practical outworking) 
 OR 
 

 Gospel Explanation (1-8) 
 Gospel Implications (9-11) 
 Gospel Commands (12-16) 

 
 Little more detailed: 
  1:1-17 - Introduction 
  1:18-4:25 - The gospel as the righteousness of God by faith 
  5:1-8:39 - The gospel as the power of God for salvation 
  9:1-11:36 - The gospel and Israel 
  12:1-15:13 - The gospel and the transformation of life 
  15:14-16:27 - Closing 
 


