
If you have lived with kids or pets in your house, you likely know that they have a knack 
for leaving toys and objects laying out in the precise place that you are going to trip 
over them.  In this passage, Paul compares the way the Jewish people use the law to a 
"stumbling stone."  In a culture that traveled nearly everywhere by walking upon 
ancient, unpaved roads, a stumbling stone on the path was a known nuisance.  During 
the course of Romans, we have learned how good and beneficial the laws of God are to 
us.  In this passage, however, Paul takes another perspective.  He says that if we misuse 
God's law in order to make ourselves think that we are righteous before God, the law 
will become a "stumbling block" to our salvation.  It may become something that will 
trip us up and hinder our relationship with God. 
 
Read Romans 9:30 – 10:4 

1. Restate Paul's question in verse 30 and 31 in your own words. 
2. Why does Paul say that many of the Jewish people have not found salvation? 
3. What metaphor does Paul use for what the law has become to the Jewish 

people? 
4. Explain in your own words how the Jewish people had come to misuse the law. 
5. Does this passage say that the Jews of Paul's day were completely rejecting 

God?  What does it say that they were doing wrong? 
6. How do you understand "righteousness" according to this passage? 
7. How were the Jews seeking to establish their own righteousness?  
8. Has "good" or "bad" works ever been a problem in your relationship with God?  

Have you ever tried to earn God's favor?  Or maybe have you felt that you 
couldn't have a relationship with God because of sin and mistakes? 

9. Read Matthew 5:17 and Romans 10:4.  What are these verses trying to say about 
Christ in relationship to the law?  (Christ is described as the "fulfillment" of the 
law in Matthew 5, and the "end" of the law with regard to righteousness in 
Romans 10.  As humans, we obey the law, but we are not made right before 
God based upon our good works.  We are made right before God only through 
Jesus Christ.) 

10. How is righteousness gained by faith, not by works?  Discuss. 
11. How does this passage serve to clarify your understanding of your saving 

relationship with God? 
12. Are there any adjustments that you need to make with regard to how you 

understand sin in your life, or maybe even reliance upon good works?  Discuss. 
 


