
Romans 9:1-18 
 
All of us have people in our lives that we dearly wish would trust in Christ and be saved, but 
have not.  When you love someone who doesn’t follow Jesus it hurts to see them in pain and it 
creates tension in your relationship with God.  Why won’t God save them?  Is it really God’s 
plan to let them die without Him?  Is God unjust?  Does God know what He is doing?  After 
talking about the wonderful work of the Gospel towards people who are saved, it only hurts 
more to see people who are not saved and are headed for a very different eternity.  This 
passage wrestles with how we work through this problem as believers and learn to trust God 
when some we love do not. 
 

1. What is Paul so upset about in vs. 1-5? 
2. What words does Paul use to describe how he feels about the Jews not following 

Jesus? 
3. Why is Paul so upset that the Jews don’t believe in Jesus? 
4. Can you relate with how Paul is feeling?  Who do you wish would believe in Jesus that 

doesn’t?  How does their unbelief make you feel? 
5. What Old Testament stories does Paul talk about that help him think this through in vs. 

6-13? 
6. Why does Paul make the point that not all the children of Abraham were part of Israel? 
7. What is the story of Jacob and Esau? (Genesis 25:19-34) 
8. Did either Jacob or Esau deserve to be chosen by God? 
9. Was God required to choose both for his plan to continue? 
10. What did God accomplish in the world by choosing one of them to pass on His plan? 
11. What problem does Paul point out in vs. 14? 
12. What is the difference between being UNjust and INjust?  
13. If God were perfectly just, how would everyone in the world be treated? 
14. Does God need to give mercy to everyone in order to be loving and just? 
15. What do you think of God’s choosing who He will have mercy on? 
16. What were the chances that Pharaoh would believe in the LORD and be saved? 
17. Was it unjust for God to use Pharaoh’s unbelief and hardness of heart to help others to 

believe? 
18. How does the example of Pharaoh help us understand why God chooses some and not 

others? 
19. What evidence in this passage helps us understand if God knows what He’s doing in 

choosing some people for salvation and not others? 



20. What does that look like in your life to trust God to make the right decisions about who 
He should save? 


