
O – Observation Question ("What does the text say?") 

I – Interpretation Question ("What does the text mean?") 

A – Application Question ("What does the text mean for me?")

   

As a Christian, it's very likely you've been asked this question, or perhaps you've 
wrestled with it in your own faith journey.  "How could the death of one man pay 
for the sins of the whole world?"  This is a good theological question, and one 
that is worth thinking through.  In this passage, the Apostle Paul takes us back to 
the story of Genesis in order to answer this question. Jesus' grand work was to 
redeem humankind by paying for our sins and giving us access to the Father.  
Just as one man brought sin into the world, so one man, fully God and fully 
man, was able to undo this curse. 
 
Read Romans 5:12-13 
O - How does this passage describe sin coming into the world? 
O - What was the consequence of sin? 
I - Who is the man spoken of in verse 12?  Why is Adam emphasized, but not 
Eve? 
I - What does death reveal about the state of human beings under God? 
I - What is the difference between the way that the world defines death, and the 
way that death is discussed in this passage?  What difference does sin make in 
the world's understanding of death, and the Bible's understanding of death? 
I - What is the law that Paul talks about here? 
O - Was mankind in sin before or after the law? 
I - What does this reveal about why God chose to give us the law? 
 
Read Romans 5:14-15 
O - What role does Adam play in the entire history of God's redemption? 
I – What does Paul mean that Adam was a "type" of the Christ that was to 
come? 
What is Paul saying in his contrast of the work of Adam and the work of Jesus 
Christ? 
What is the result of Christ's work according to verse 15? 
 
Application Questions: 

• If death is a consequence of sin, why do we no longer have to have any 
fear of death? 

• What are some different ways that you have seen people react to the 
concept of death?   

 


