
O – Observation Question.  ("What does this text say?") 
I – Interpretation Question. ("What does this text mean?") 
A – Application Question ("What does this text mean for me?")
   

UNSHAKEABLE HOPE: ROMANS 5:1-5 | APRIL 23, 2016 
THE KINGDOM GOSPEL SERIES 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
It seems sometimes that we are in a world that is absolutely desperate for hope.  As human 
beings, hope is something for which we are constantly yearning.  We are always trying to 
anticipate something that can give us reassurance that things are going to be alright.  
Throughout the years, countless people have put their hope in politicians with the 
anticipation that they will make everything alright.  In tumultuous recent times such as the 
Cold War era or even Y2K, people have put their hope in stocking up supplies that will keep 
them alive.  In this passage of Romans, Paul also addresses the natural human need for 
hope.  Paul claims that hope can be achieved, but it can only be really achieved in the 
anticipation and joy that we can find in the faith that we have in Jesus Christ.  Hope can 
truly be found nowhere else. 
 
Read Romans 5:1-2 
I - Based on what you remember from the previous chapters, what does it mean to be 
"justified by faith?" 
O – According to verse 1, what is the result of a relationship with Jesus Christ? 
I - What does it mean to have peace with God? 
I - Are all human beings at peace with God?  Why or why not? 
O - What is the hope in which Paul says that we can rejoice? 
I – How have we already experienced this hope?  How will we experience this hope in the 
future? 
 
Read Romans 5:3-5 
O - According to Paul, what is the sequence that leads us to hope?   
I - Why does having a character that has endured through suffering produce hope? 
A - Can you think of an example of how suffering has produced hope in your life? 
O - What is the ultimate purpose of suffering according to this passage? 
O – When we ground our hope in Jesus Christ, what is something that hope will never do? 
I – What does Paul mean when he says "hope does not put us to shame?" 
O – How do we receive the love of God? 
 
Closing Application Questions: 

• How do you feel about Paul's explanation of suffering?  In what ways has suffering 
lead you to hope in Christ? 

• What does it mean for us that we should rejoice in the hope that we have in Christ?  
How should this affect our everyday lives? 

• In what areas of your life do you struggle to rejoice in your sufferings? 
• This week, how can we let the love of God given to us by the Holy Spirit flow to 

those around you? 


