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When we think of people with great faith, one of the best people to contemplate is 
Abraham.  Abraham was a great man.  He was willing to sacrifice his son in obedience 
to God.  He put his trust in God when God told him that he would be the father of a 
great nation, even though his wife was unable to have children.  He was a man who 
really believed that God was going to care for him.  Yet, even this great man could not 
stand before God and say, "I have earned a reward from you."  No one can stand 
before God and say this.  In this chapter of Romans, Paul discusses with us what it 
means to be saved by faith, and not by the good works that we strive to accomplish. 
 
Read 1-5 
I – Why is Abraham used as the focus of this passage? 
I - Why was Abraham considered such a great man of faith?  Describe some of the 
events from Abraham's life that exemplify his great faith. 
O – What does this say about the good works that Abraham did?  Were they enough to 
save him? 
I - What is the difference between works and belief? 
I – State in your own words what Paul is about works and faith in verses 4 and 5. 
 
Read 6-8 
O – In the quotation of David, what is the key word that we are supposed to notice? 
(The word occurs multiple times throughout chapter 4) 
I - What does it mean to be "counted righteous?" 
 
Read 9-12 
O – According to Paul, the blessing of being "counted righteous" belongs to whom? 
I – What does it mean for faith to be counted as righteousness? 
O - Was Abraham counted righteous before God before or after he became father of 
the Jewish people. 
I - What implications does this have for gentile believers? 
O – According to this passage, over what group of people is Abraham actually the 
father? 
 
Application Questions (Choose 2 or 3) 
 

• What does it mean to you that you are saved by faith, and not by works? 
• Do you ever live your life trying to earn favor or even salvation from God? 
• Why are good works still extremely important in our Christian lives? 
• Have there been times in your life when you have not been taught that salvation 

comes through faith alone?  What implications did this have on your life? 


