
 

Sermon Date:  April 9th, 2017 
Title:  “The Faith Choice“ 
Text:  Romans 4:13-25

 
Introduction: Have you ever tried to trace your family lineage as far back as you could? 
Whether or not we’re knowledgeable about our physical descendance, Paul is about to tell us 
about our spiritual descendance. Abraham’s true children, or spiritual children, are those who 
follow in the footsteps of his faith. They are the ones who inherit God’s promises! The 
incredible truth Paul impresses upon our hearts in this chapter is that God justifies ungodly 
people on the basis of faith and not by their ability to keep the law. And God has always done 
it this way. The same righteousness that was counted to Abraham when he believed can be 
ours through faith as well. Only one questions remains then, “Do you believe in him who raised 
Jesus from the dead?”  
 
Icebreaker Question: Can you think of a time you took a ‘leap of faith’ and it didn’t work out as 
you hoped?  
 
Read Romans 4:13-15 and ask the following questions: 
O/I – Where in the OT do we read that God promised Abraham he would be the “heir of the 
world”? What does that phrase mean? What were the exact promises to Abraham?  
O/I – Why can Paul say in verse 13 that God’s promise to Abraham, and Abraham’s offspring, 
came through the righteousness of faith and not through the righteousness of keeping the law? 
Why is this important? (cf. v. 16) 
I – What do you think Paul means in verse 15 when he says, “where there is no law there is no 
transgression”? (cf. Rom 7:7).  

● What about the time before the law, the time between Adam and Moses?  
● How does sin “come alive” through the law? (cf. Rom 7:9) 

 
Read Romans 4:16-25 and ask the following questions: 
O – What words or phrases does Paul repeat the most in verse 13-25? How does Paul’s 
repetition help us come to his main point?  
I – Do you think it was difficult for Abraham to believe that God could bring new life from 
something that, according to verse 19, was as good as dead? How are verses 17, 19, and 25 
related?  
O – What do you think Paul means when he says “in hope he believed against hope”?  
O/I – What is the relationship between forgiveness and justification?  
 



In Summary:  
What are we told in these verses about how we become righteous? 
How is faith related to grace?  
 
Application:  

● What does this passage have to say about having faith in God and his promises in the 
midst of difficult circumstance or overwhelming reasons for doubt?  

o How did Abraham grow stronger in faith?  
o How do we grow stronger in our faith?  

● What are some symptoms that might tell you that you are relying on your own 
obedience to be (or even feel) right with God?  

 
 


