
Sermon Date:  March 12, 2017 
Title:  "Breaking Our Sin Denial" 
Text:  Romans 3:9-20 
 
Have you ever watched one of those old courtroom TV shows like Matlock or Perry 
Mason?  The lawyers always spent 45 minutes of the show stumped by the case, and 
the last 5 minutes usually consisted of sentencing the guilty person.  The guilty party 
always sat there in front of the judge as they laid down their condemning verdict.  
Sometimes the guilty party was furious and they glared at the judge.   Sometimes they 
hung their head in shame.  No matter the case, it's powerful to watch someone, 
whether it's in a real courtroom or on TV, face the charges against them.  In this 
passage, Paul has finally addressed both the Jews and the Gentiles.  And now, the final 
charges against both of these parties is being presented.  The verdict: Guilty on all 
counts.  And yet, the point is not simply to show all of our faults.  Paul is discussing our 
guilt under the law in order to set up a later discussion of the wonderful righteousness 
of God through faith despite our own failures.   
 
Read 3:9 
O - What is the difference between the question that Paul asks in verse 9 compared to 
the question he asks in verse 1? 
I - What is the difference between having an "advantage" and being "better off?" 
Read 3:10-18 
O - How would you summarize in your own words all of Paul's accusation against 
mankind in the series of Biblical quotations?   
I - Which of those verses would you say is the most central to Paul's description of 
human wickedness? 
I – What does "fear of God" mean? 
I - How should we fear God rather than be "afraid" of him?  What is the difference? 
Read 3:19-20 
O - What does verse 19 indicate as one of the purposes of the law? 
I - As Christians, how are we still under the law?  In what ways are we free from the law? 
I - How does our failure under the law help us in our redemption through Christ? 
Application Questions: 

• How do we often fail to have a healthy fear of God? 
• Do you normally think of yourself as an innocent person, or a guilty party before 

God?  In what ways, are we both of these things? 
• Would you consider setting aside time this week to spend time just you and 

God and repenting to Him of your own guilt and sin?  Follow this up by 
reflecting in prayer upon your forgiveness and your identity as a son or daughter 
of God. 


