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Have you ever read a nail-biting book or watched a really intense movie that maintains 
mystery in the plot until the very end?  At the end of the story, everything was 
explained to you in an incredible way.  Suddenly, the entire confusing plot makes sense 
in our minds, and we say, "Ah, now I get it!"  Paul has previously been talking about the 
sinful nature of all people, both Jew and Gentile.  He has been unflinching in his 
portrayal of how sinful every single human being really is.  But, finally we have reached 
the big reveal!  All of the sudden, Paul discusses with his readers the miraculous plan 
that God has in order to save us in Jesus Christ.  What follows is a stunningly beautiful 
passage in the book of Romans that portrays the means and the method through which 
God has chosen to save us through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
 
Read v. 21-25 
O – How is God's righteousness revealed apart from the law? 
I – What is righteousness?  How would you define it in your own words? 
I - When Paul says, "There is no distinction," what is he talking about?  How does this 
connect to last week's passage? 
I - What role does faith play in our salvation? 
O – What are the measurements that God uses to show us how far we have fallen short 
of God's righteousness? 
I - What gave Jesus the ability or the right to be the "propitiation" for all of our sins? 
I – What does it mean that "God put forward" Christ as a propitiation? 
Read v. 26-28 
O – What does Paul say is the reason that Jesus was the payment for our sins? 
I - Why did God's justice require payment for sins that were previously passed over?   
I - Why does Christ's sacrifice do away with Old Testament sacrifice? 
I – What is the boasting that Paul is talking about? 
I – What is the new "law of faith" that Paul is talking about?  How is it different from the 
old law? 
Read v. 29-31 
I - What is Paul talking about in regard to the circumcised and the uncircumcised? 
O - Is the status of the Jew and Gentile any different from each other in regard to 
justification? 
O – What is Paul's stance on the old law found in the "Old Testament?" 
I - Why is the law still important even though we are justified by faith and not the law?  
 
Application (choose two): 

• How do you personally react to this entire passage?   
• Was anything confusing?  Did anything stand out to you in this passage? 
• What does Christ's sacrifice mean to you? 
• How does this passage serve as the capstone of the past couple of chapters in 

Romans? 
• How does this passage explain the fact that we are saved by faith, not by works? 


