
In this passage, we find a summary of what he's been talking about for the last 
several chapters.  Paul has spoken of the need for unity in the church.  He has 
encouraged us to not be judgmental of one another's convictions.  And he has 
repeatedly told us how the salvation and the church is for Jew and Gentiles 
alike.  Here, we see part of his final appeal for unity, love, and acceptance to be 
the hallmark of the truly Godly church community. 
 

 
1. What is the first thing in this passage that Paul commands the church to 

do? 
2. Who is meant to serve as an example of a unifying and welcoming spirit? 
3. What does it look like practically in the church today when we welcome 

one another as a church?  Was this any different in Biblical times? 
4. Who are the people that are the focus of God's love and servanthood in 

this passage?  (Leader Note:  Just as we have learned from earlier 
passages in Romans, God's love is for all people.  God brought his 
message of salvation first for the Jews, and then for the Gentiles.  There 
was a specific order in how God carried out His plan, but now God's plan 
has been revealed for all people, Jew and Gentiles alike.  It is for anyone 
who believes.) 

5. What is the reason that Paul gives for why the Gentiles should glorify 
God? 

6. Why do you think that it is significant that Paul goes out of his way to 
show from the Old Testament how the Gentile people are called to be 
followers of God? 

7. From what you can remember about the Roman church's background 
from our previous studies in Romans, why did Paul have to strive to 
encourage unity among the believers? 

8. Why is remaining in unity a constant struggle for the church both then 
and now? 

9. In the church today, who are some of the people that are commonly 
excluded from the welcoming arms of the church?   

10. What word is repeated in verse 13?  How does the hope that we have set 
us apart from the rest of the world?   

11. Think back over the past month.  Have you been a person who has had 
hope in your life?  Why or why not? 

12. Is there anything that you specifically could be doing to help the church 
be a place of unity and acceptance? 


