
We use the word "love" pretty liberally as Americans.  Maybe you've noticed 
yourself saying something like, "I love that store."  "I love pizza."  "I love the 
Green Bay Packers."  Often when we use this word, we are using an 
exaggerated expression to say that we like something.  Central to Christian 
living is the act of loving God and loving other people.  In fact, it is a defining 
characteristic of what it means to be a true Christian because it serves as the 
sum total of the law.  Let's examine what Paul has to say for why it is so 
important for us to "love our neighbor." 
 
Read Romans 13:8-14 
 

1. Give a summary of how Paul chooses to transition from Romans 13:1-6-7 
into the section of verses starting at verse 8?  Why are we supposed to be 
debtors to love? 

2. What is the summary of the law?  Can you think of anywhere else in 
Scripture where loving one's neighbor is described as being the 
centerpiece of the law? 

3. Who is our neighbor?  How does Jesus respond to this question?  Read 
Luke 10:25-37 

4. What is it about love that causes us to obey each and every one of God's 
commandments? 

5. Can you think of an example of a time when you have chosen to love 
somebody rather than retaliate or sin against them? 

6. What is the "time," "hour," and "day" that Paul is referring to?  How 
does the coming of this time change the way that we love people? 

7. What is the significance of that fact that the clothing that Paul commands 
believers to put on is actually armor of light?  What is the believer 
preparing for? 

8. How are sexual immorality and drunkenness similar sins to quarreling and 
jealousy?   

9. We are commanded to "put on the Lord Jesus Christ."  What does this 
mean?  How do we go about doing it? 

10. Name one specific neighbor that has been on your heart and mind lately.  
What is one thing that you can do this week in order to love them like 
Jesus would love them? 

 
 


