
There's an old expression that goes something like, "Friends should never talk about 
religion or politics."  Well, guess what?  Today we're going to talk about both!  The political 
landscape of our country today is a challenging one, to say the least.  Whenever we watch the 
news, it seems that it's characterized by constant hate, frustration, discontent, and 
disappointment.  It can sometimes be really hard to respect and trust our ruling authorities, no 
matter what political side that we take.   
  As we read this passage today, keep in mind that Paul is likely writing this letter while 
living under the rule of one of the cruelest and most sadistic rulers in world history: Emperor 
Nero.  Several years after this book was written, Nero became well known for persecuting 
Christians by burning them alive as human torches in his private garden.  He also enjoyed having 
them torn apart by wild animals for sport.  It is no small feat for Paul to write that the governing 
authorities of his day were instituted by God and were worthy of respect and submission.  As 
Christians, we should always be talking about our faith, and our interaction with how our trust in 
God shapes our political views should never be avoided.  Let's discuss how we should view the 
"governing authorities" as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
Read Romans 13:1-7 
 

1. What do you think it meant for the Christians of Paul's day to be subject to the 
governing authorities? 

2. When we choose to submit to the government, to whom are we ultimately choosing to 
submit? 

3. If you were living under the power of a ruler like Nero, Hitler, or Stalin, how would you 
personally respond to verse 4? 

4. This passage is not necessarily saying that God is responsible for the power of wicked 
rulers, but rather that rulers derive their authority from God's authority.   Take a moment 
to read John 19:11.  Pilate did a wicked thing by condemning the Lord Jesus to death.  
But, in what ways did God clearly show that He was in control? 

5. What is the title that Paul continually gives the governing authorities?  Why is this 
significant? 

6. The rulers are God's servants to do good.  What if the government commands us to do 
something against the commandments of God?  How would you handle this situation? 

7. Why is it important that Christians maintain a clear conscience in their obedience? 
8. What does Paul identify as the only time that we are supposed to be afraid of the 

government?  Why is this the only reason we should fear? 
9. According to verses 6 and 7, what are the 4 things that we are supposed to give to our 

government?   
10. How have you done throughout your life with regard to respecting our governing 

authorities?  What would you change, and what would you do the same? 
11. How does this passage ultimately affect how you view God as our authority?   

 


