
 
Many of you at some time in your life have had to write a résumé.  A résumé 
serves as a summary or a list of your accomplishments, previous jobs, and skills.  
In reality, even if you don't have a résumé typed up, you still have a résumé.  It is 
merely a summary of what you have accomplished in your professional life.  In 
this critical text in the book of Romans, the Apostle Paul provides us with a 
valuable list of what exactly the Christian life is supposed to look like.  This list is 
not to be taken lightly, or to have some things be more important than others.  
This is a list that is given to all believers as a guideline of how we are supposed 
to act, treat others, and represent ourselves throughout the entirety of our lives.  
We are all sinners, and we all fail from time to time to represent these 
characteristics in how we conduct ourselves.  But Paul encourages us to never 
stop striving to become more like Christ.  This list is what the Christian life is 
meant to look like. 
 

1. Explain in your own words by what Paul means by "Let love be genuine?" 
2. The New American Standard Bible translates the beginning of verse 9 by 

saying, "Let love be without hypocrisy."  When something is 
"hypocritical," it is acted out and not really genuine.  Have you ever 
experienced, or even shown love that is actually hypocritical?  What was 
the result?  

3. As Christians, we are to hate things that are evil, and love what is good.  
In your day-to-day life, how do you personally tell what things you are to 
cling to, and what you are to hate?  Read Philippians 4:8-9. 

4. In verse 10, what are the two things that Paul encourages us to do?  Why 
do you think that Scripture constantly tells Christians to be people who 
love others?  Read 1 John 4:7-9. 

5. Summarize what Paul is encouraging the believer to do in verse 11?  
(Leader Note:  Paul is encouraging the believer to be enthusiastic and 
passionate about their desire to serve God with their lives.) 

6. How have you been doing in your life with regard to being "constant in 
prayer?" 

7. What are some examples of what it looks like in our society to help other 
believers and show hospitality to all people? 

8. Which of these characteristics of being a Christian do you struggle with 
the most? 

9.  What is one step that you can take this week to improving what it looks 
like for you to be a follower of Jesus? 


