
Have you ever stood in awe of an Olympic figure skater moving gracefully around the ice with 
impeccable coordination? It’s amazing what the human body can do when the whole body 
works together. In our text this week, Paul encourages us, as the body of Christ, to work 
together. When we see ourselves as one diverse yet unified team, it changes the way we think 
about ourselves and our Christian brothers and sisters.  

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-31; then Romans 12:3-8. 

1. What does Paul mean when he uses the word gift? 
2. Why is it important that different people have different gifts? 

• What if we were all had the same strengths, weaknesses, and gifts? Why 
would that be a bad thing? 

3. What gifts has God given you specifically? 
• Are you currently using that gifting to build up the church? How so? 
• Do you think you’ve been a faithful steward of God’s gifting? 

4. Have you ever envied someone else’s gifting?  
• What danger is there in wanting gifts we don’t have?  
• Is there ever a time we should pursue and seek gifts we don’t have? (cf. 1 

Cor. 12:31) 
5. Paul refers to his authority as an apostle as “the grace given to me” (Rom. 12:3) and 

then he refers to everyone’s unique role and gifting as “the grace given to us” (Rom. 
12:6). Why does he refer to each person’s gifting and function within the body this way? 

6. What does it mean to think in accord with the measure of faith God has assigned to 
you? 

7. What is the danger in thinking of yourself more highly than you ought to think? 
• What effect would that have on the body as a whole? 
• How would that affect your ability to carry out your function within the body? 
• How would that affect the way you treat others within the body? 

8. Do you think the “renewal of your mind” in Romans 12:2 corresponds to your ability to 
think with sober judgment and humility, as Paul commands us here in verse 3?   

Concluding Application 

9. What steps can you take to steward the gifts God has given you more faithfully? 
10. What kinds of things can we do to promote both the diversity and unity within the body 

of Christ that Paul describes here in Romans 12:3-8? 


