
Romans 12:19-21 
 
Throughout the years, countless movies have been made that have the same 
theme ("Taken," "Death Wish," "The Fugitive ").  They depict a cop, or maybe 
just an "Ordinary Joe" who has been wronged in a terrible way.  And because 
they can't trust the law, they decide to take matters into their own hands.  They 
have experienced injustice, and they are willing to get justice for themselves and 
their loved ones at all costs.  While these movies can often be quite unrealistic, 
this concept of us bringing about our own justice is one that is sometimes 
ingrained in our minds.  However, Scripture paints a completely different 
picture.  No matter who wrongs us, vengeance is not ours.  We don't have the 
right to act on our wrath, because the wrath of God is the only one that is 
righteous. 
 
 

1. What does Paul command us not to do?  What does it look like when we 
refuse to take vengeance? 

2. Why does vengeance belong to God alone and not to us? 
3. What would it be like if we lived in a society where everyone took 

revenge upon each other whenever they wanted? 
4. Read Psalm 103:10.  Discuss this verse in comparison with verse 19.  How 

do God's mercy and His wrath show themselves in these passages? 
5. Why is it that Christians are forced to be so counter-cultural, and actually 

love their enemies?  How is Christ our example for this? 
6. How do you think we are doing in actively caring for our enemies? 
7. What do you think that Paul means by heaping "burning coals" on the 

head's of your enemies?  Do you remember how Pastor Jeff explained 
this on Sunday? 

8. Can you think of a story, book, or movie that you especially like in which 
evil is overcome because of good?  Do you think that this is realistic in 
our current day? 

9. Can someone acting "good" independently from God really bring about 
a victory over evil?  Why or why not?  

10. Why is God the only one by which we are able to see good triumph over 
evil?    

11. An enemy is someone who stands against us or what we believe in.  Who 
is one person that you consider an enemy?  Is there a way can you show 
the love of Jesus Christ to them this week? 

 


