
Romans 12:14-18 
 
As Christians, we know that we are supposed to love our enemies.  But, how do we 
actually go about doing this difficult task?  Are we simply supposed to try to have 
thoughts of love and happiness toward people who openly hate us?  C. S. Lewis wrote 
in his book Mere Christianity, "The rule for all of us is perfectly simple.  Do not waste 
time bothering whether you 'love' your neighbor; act as if you did.  As soon as we do 
this we find one of the great secrets.  When you are behaving as if you loved someone, 
you will presently come to love him." (pg. 131)  Today, we're going to look at a text 
that talks about what it looks like to live out a Christ-like love for our enemies. 
 

1. Briefly re-read verses 9 through 13.  What are some main differences between 
the commands in 9-13, and the commands in this passage?  (Leader Note:  The 
previous commands focused on love with regard to our fellow brothers and 
sisters in the Church.  These commands are especially geared to those outside 
of the fellowship of believers.) 

2. Who specifically are the people that Paul commands us to bless and not curse?  
What does it mean to bless them or curse them?  (Leader Note:  As Jeff talked 
about this week, to bless means to wish God's best for someone.  To curse 
someone is to wish that God would judge or punish them.)   

3. Persecution can involve physical suffering for Christ; but persecution can also 
involve verbal mocking because of your beliefs.  Have you ever had a time in 
your life when you that you've suffered for your Christian faith?  If you have, 
what was it like trying to forgive the people that wronged you? 

4. Who are some people in your life that you wish you could curse, but who God 
really wants you to bless? 

5. Would you say that you are a person that lives in harmony with people who are 
different than you?  Explain and give examples for why or why not. 

6. What are some ways that you have observed how the people of Westosha Lakes 
Church live in harmony with one another? 

7. Can you think of some examples in the Gospels when Jesus Christ intentionally 
associated with the lowly?  Why did He do this?  Do you find this easy or difficult 
to do? 

8. Why does Paul say, live peaceably with all, "so far as it depends on you?"  What 
is our personal responsibility to live at peace with our friends and our enemies?   

9. What are some situations that might prevent us from being able to live at peace 
with others?  

10. This week, Pastor Jeff encouraged us to think of someone that we despise or 
disagree with, and to get to know that person a bit more.  How are you doing 
on this exercise? 


