
Paul does an incredible thing in this passage.  He explains to us an incredible 
mystery of God to his readers.  The mystery is such that God has a complex plan 
in which he uses the sinfulness of both Jews and Gentiles to ultimately used for 
His own glory, and for the salvation of those whom He has chosen.  However, at 
the end of Paul's explanation, we are left hanging in a way.  God's plan is so 
incredible, that we ultimately can only stand with our mouths open in awe over 
His majesty and infinite wisdom.  What an amazing God that we worship! 
 

1. What reason does Paul gives for why he is exposing the mystery to the 
Gentiles (v. 25)? 

2. What is the mystery that Paul is speaking about?  (Leader Note:  The Jews 
knew in Old Testament times that God has a plan to save the Gentiles 
along with the Jews.  However, they didn't know what God's plan was.  
Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the proclamation 
of the Gospel by His Apostles, that mystery had been revealed to all of 
the world.) 

3. What does verse 28 say about the two states of the people of Israel?  
Explain how they are both "enemies" and "beloved" at the same time? 

4. How does God use the disobedience of His people for His glory?  (Look 
at verses 30-32)   

5. How does the disobedience of Jews and Gentiles compare to one 
another?  (Leader Note:  Both groups are disobedient, and both have the 
grace of God extended to them.) 

6. How does Paul describe the "judgments" and "ways" of God (v. 33)? 
7. How are Christians supposed to live in the balance of seeking to know 

God more, while still understanding that His ways are beyond our ability 
to understand? 

8. Can you summarize verse 36 in your own words?  What does this say 
about the wonder of God? 

9. Discuss and reflect how this passage changes or affects the incredible 
way that you view God's incredible power over your life. 

10. Can you remember a time in your life when you've been overwhelmed by 
the infinite power and wisdom of God?  What was that like to experience? 


