
Have you ever seen a child act with jealousy over something that they don't 
have?  Most kids in their toddler years will see something that one of their 
friends has, or maybe even something that you are holding, and they 
immediately want it for themselves. They can be holding one of their own toys, 
but as soon as they see someone holding something other than what they have, 
they immediately want it that particular item for themselves.  In this passage of 
Romans, Paul discusses a motivation for why God has extended His love to the 
nations.  Perhaps God wants the people of Israel to be jealous when they see 
God's incredible goodness and love given to others. And perhaps God seeks 
the people of Israel to want His goodness and love for themselves through this 
expression of grace toward all peoples. 
   
 

1. Why does Paul discuss his heritage?  What point is he trying to make?  
(Leader Note:  Paul is trying to show that, as an Israelite, he is living proof 
that God has not failed the chosen people of Israel. 

2. What exactly did God do in the story about God's conversation with 
Elijah? 

3. What is the reason that Paul gives for which God chose 7,000 men to be 
faithful to Him? 

4. In verse 5 and 6 Paul talks about grace.  How would you describe grace in 
your own words from this passage? 

5. Why do grace and works naturally not go together? 
6. What specific clues in the text indicate how permanent the spiritually 

hardened state of the Jews?   
7. What is one of the reasons for why God has had such abounding mercy 

upon all the Gentiles nations?  
8. Why does God want the Jewish people to be jealous of His mercy and 

love?    
9. What does God's continual love and concern for the Jewish people show 

us about His character? 
10.  How does this help you to trust God more? 


