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Romans 1:8-17 

The Kingdom Gospel 
"How does the gospel change you?” 

 
Main Point:  The first mark of the Gospel is transformed relationships 

 
Introduction:  
 What would it take to truly change? 

One trainer said 5% of people who sign up for a gym in January will be there in September.   
The problem is not in the desire to change; the problem is most people don’t know how. 

 
Organizational Sentence:  How does the Christian message, the gospel change you? 
 Is it just a bunch of stuffy old doctrines that may or may not be true...this is what we typically think of 
Romans. 
 
Context: Paul called to serve Jesus, the king and is set apart for the gospel.  (last week) 
 

I. The gospel transforms your relationships  (vv. 8-15) 
a. Our relationship with God (8-9) 

i. Paul only has access to God through Jesus 
ii. Paul continually mentions how he serves God because of the gospel 
iii. Think of how the gospel has changed Paul and what he is doing...it changed his life!  

[Acts 26:14] 
iv. Think of how my life (and your own) is different if you believe.    

b. Our relationships with others (8-15) 
i. Gospel relationships are first (8) 
ii. Gospel relationships are passionate (9-11a) 
iii. Gospel relationships are mutual (11b-12) 

1. ALL people are valuable and can contribute (even to Paul!) 
2. We have all had examples of when we have been used by other people 

iv. Gospel relationships bring different people together (13-14) 
v. The gospel is for believers (15) 

 
 Transition:  That is great, but how!  Maybe you are thinking, yeah, I know it should...but how? 

 
II. How does it do that?  (vv. 16-17) 

a. The gospel is the power of God (16) 
b. The gospel transforms you to live out God’s righteousness (16-17) 

i. Unashamedly (16) 
ii. From start to finish (“from faith for faith”) (17a) 
iii. Just live it out (17b) 

 
Conclusion: 

The Gospel is much more than just a theological principle or a premise that we accept or reject, it is 
the power of God to transform us and all our relationships so we can begin to be the person we will be in 
Heaven.  Romans will show us how to let God’s gospel powerfully transform us. 



This is why it needs to be preached to all people - Christians (v. 15) and non-Christians! 
 

 
Benediction:  2 Corinthians 13:4 
 
 
 
 
Applications: 

● The mark of belief: How does it change all my relationships?  If you can’t see how the Gospel impacts 
your relationships with others, how much do you really believe it? 

● Difference in thinking “The Gospel is for non-believers” vs. “The Gospel is for transforming me”.  
Which one makes more of an impact on my life?  Which has more impact on leading others to Christ?  
Our thinking the Gospel is for others has led us into hypocritical living and driven others away from 
believing it. 

● God has the power to transform you to be more and more like the person you will be in heaven.  Do 
you want to receive that power now or wait until you get to Heaven? 

● We do not want a church full of people who know their theology better - we want a church full of 
people who live it! 

 
Illustrations: 

● Hearing about the Cameroonian church planters vs. actually meeting them 
● How prayer for Sammy and Kelsey transforms our relationship with them, even when we are far away 
● Getting to know Cameroonians who have the same fears and concerns that we have and finding we 

have everything in common because we share the Gospel in common. 
● Our belief that knowing the Gospel is seen in knowing theological principles and being able to 

verbally articulate them.  What would it look like if the Gospel was seen in our relationships? 
○ Picture of what a Gospel Relationship look like? 

● Our belief that the Gospel is for non-Christians who need to pray a prayer to accept Jesus as their 
personal savior.  What would it look like if the Gospel was for Christians who needed to be 
transformed? 

○ Picture of non-Christians being drawn by Christians growing in the Gospel. 
● People long for community - almost every generation latches on to this 

○ Friends - gen x 
○ Big Bang theory - millennial 

● The difference of being mutually encouraged in person vs through technology 
○ Jeff’s visit to Cameroon 


