
 
Sermon Date:  February 5th, 2017 
Title:  “The Gospel Exposes our Hearts“ 
Text:  Romans 1:26-32 

 
When Jesus was questioned about why his disciples don’t wash their hands before they 
eat, a tradition of the Pharisees, Jesus cut right to the heart of the issue: “Do you not 
see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled? But 
what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For 
out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
witness, slander. These are what defile a person.” What matters most is your heart. As 
Paul continues in Romans we find that the gospel exposes our sinful hearts. One 
reading of Romans 1:26-32 will have you agreeing with Jeremiah when he says: “The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?” And 
yet the gospel holds out the hope for us that our salvation is by faith in Jesus and not 
by our own morality.  
 
Intro:  Have you ever wanted something really bad even though you knew you weren’t 
supposed to have it?  
 
Read: Romans 1:26-27 
I – What does Paul mean when he says that God “gave them up” (ESV) or “delivered 
them over” (HCSB) to dishonorable passions?  

 Who is he referring to when he says “them”? (cf. v. 18) 
 How is this thought (i.e. God giving them up in v. 26) connected with 

God’s wrath being revealed against humanity’s ungodliness and 
unrighteousness?  

 Does this mean that God caused them to sin?  
O/I – Notice that God gives “them” over to their “lusts” (v. 24) and “dishonorable 
passions” (v. 26) and as a result they become “consumed with passion for one 
another” (v. 27).  

 What effect did God’s “handing them over” have on them?  
 How did their sinful “lusts” and “passions” come to final expression?  

O/I –  Paul uses the phrase “natural relations” twice in these two verses and the phrase 
“contrary to nature” once.  

 What does he mean when he says “natural relations” or “contrary to 
nature”? 

 Does Paul think this “natural” order is self-evident?  
 



Read: Romans 1:28-32 
O/I – In verses 24 and 26 Paul tells us “their” lust and dishonorable passions eventually 
lead to sexual impurity and being consumed by “their” passions. In verse 28 Paul tells 
us they did not see fit to “acknowledge God” (ESV) or “retain the knowledge of God” 
(NIV).  

 What is the result of refusing to “retain the knowledge of God”?  
 What is different regarding the sinful desire in verse 28 than in verses 24 

& 26?  
 How is the expression of God’s wrath different?  
 Do you think there is a connection between lust/passion and sexual 

impurity? Between refusing to retain the knowledge of God and a 
debased mind/unrighteousness/evil?  

I – In verses 19-20 Paul argues that God’s invisible attributes are evident in creation, 
which leaves everyone without an excuse for refusing to worship him. In verse 32 he 
goes on to say that everyone is again without excuse because they know God’s 
righteous decree that people who practice unrighteousness deserve to die, and yet 
they still do it and approve of others doing it.  

 How can Paul say that everyone knows God’s righteous decree? What if 
they don’t have access to a Bible?  

 Do you think verse 32 has something to do with the human conscience?  
 How would you summarize Paul’s main argument in verses 18-32? 

 

Application:  
 Look over the list in verses 29-30.  

 Are there sins in this list that resonate with you for a particular reason? 
 Do any of these sins mark an ongoing struggle for you?  
 What hope is there for those of us (which if we’re honest is all of us) who 

are guilty of committing these sins and rightly deserving of death 
according to v. 32?  

 Does Romans 1:24-27 inform they way you’d go about sharing the gospel with 
or discipling a person struggling with homosexual desires or activity? How so?  

 Does Romans 1:24-27 inform they way you’d pray for a friend struggling with 
homosexual desires or activity? How so?  

 
 


