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Title:  "The Gospel Saves You from Yourself" 
Text:  Romans 1:18-25 

 
For all of Christian history, one of the distinguishing beliefs that separate the Christian worldview 
from other worldviews can be found in how the following question is answered:  "Are humans 
basically good or basically evil?"  Even today, this dividing worldview lies at the heart of 
countless contemporary issues.  Most atheists, agnostics, and other religions would say that 
humans are mostly good.  In this passage, the Christian viewpoint comes across crystal clear.  
Humankind is evil, and we are responsible for our own guilt in the eyes of a holy and perfect 
God.  But, our own guiltiness is not end of the story. 
 
Read 1:18-20 
O – How does verse 18 reflect the wording previously used in verses 16 and 17?  Why does this 
similarity and contrast exist? 
I - In what ways is the wrath of God revealed now?  In what ways is it going to be revealed? 
O – What does this passage say are God's "invisible attributes?"  In what way do you observe 
God's attributes?  (Is it through life experiences, nature, study, prayer?) 
O – Why is mankind without excuse for their sins? 
 
Read 1:21-23 
O – What are the two sins that Paul says humans have committed against God that causes our 
hearts to be darkened? 
I – Why is thanksgiving so central and beneficial to the Christian life? 
 
Read 1:24-25 
O - What is God's solution to the sinful nature of humankind?   
I - What does it mean that God "gave us up?" 
I – How is God's solution a punishment for our sins?  Do you think it's fair or unfair of God to do 
this?  Why or why not? 
I - Why does God allow us to sin?  Why has He given us this freedom? 
 
Application Questions (Choose 2 or 3) 

 How does your knowledge of the Gospel message change the entire tone of this dark 
passage? 

 Every human being struggles with worldly evils.  What was a time in your life when you 
were "given up" to sin or "lusts of the flesh?" Are there areas in your life that you are 
struggling with this? How do you think that God has used this in your life for His glory? 

 How would this passage be viewed differently as a Christian compared to a non-
Christian? 

 What evils in today's world do you think of when you read this passage? 
 How is God's promise of forgiveness and justice affect how you're going to go forth and 

live this week in a wicked and evil world? 


