
 

Sermon Date :  February 19th, 2017 

Title :  “A Gospel Teardown“ 

Text :  Romans 2:12-29

 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly 

appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. So you also 

outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” These are 

Jesus’ words, strong words, to the Jewish religious leaders of his day. It seems as though we, as sinful 

humans, gravitate toward “appearing righteous” rather than being honest about our sin. This week, 

we are focusing on tearing down any apparent external righteousness we pretend to have. As we 

confess our sin and deal with it honestly, our need for a savior, for a foreign righteousness, becomes 

much clearer.  

 

Intro:  What are some ways Christians try to “appear” righteous?  
 

Read: Romans 2:12-16 

I – What difference does it make having or not having the law? How will the outcome be similar or 

different?  

I – What role do you think the human conscience plays in God’s judgment?  

O – According to verse 16, what is God coming to judge on the day of wrath when His righteous 

judgment will be revealed? Does that make you uneasy?  

O/I – Do you think the message that God is coming to judge people for sin, even the secret sin in 

people’s heart, should be a part of the gospel message (i.e. the ‘good news’)? Why or why not? What 

does Paul say in verse 16?  

 

Read: Romans 2:17-26 

O/I – How would you summarize what Paul says in these verses to the Jews who think they are 

superior to the Gentiles because of the law?  

O – The Jews, God’s people, were supposed to be a light and a blessing to all the nations of the earth. 

How did that turn out? (cf. v. 24)  

O – How would Paul describe a true Jew? How would Paul describe a false Jew?  

O – What was the outward sign of circumcision supposed to represent according to Paul? Similarly, do 

you think baptism is an outward sign representing an internal reality?  

O/I – What do you think Paul is trying to do in chapter 2 (thinking about chapter 2 as a whole)? What 

are some of the key repeated words, ideas, and phrases he uses?  

I – What would Paul say to people who make claims such as the following, thinking they will escape 

judgment?  

● “I’ll be OK. I’ve never murdered anyone or committed adultery. I’ve stayed away from the big 

sins.”  

● “I’ll be OK. After all, I’m a Jew. I’m one of God’s people” 

● “I’ll be OK. I’ve been baptized. I’ve said the sinner’s prayer and sealed the deal.”  

● “I’ll be OK. I try really hard to do the right thing and be a good person.”  



● “I’ll be OK. I grew up in a Christian family and I can’t remember the last time I missed church. ”  

● “I’ll be OK. I’m not nearly as bad as most people.” 

I – Do you think the Jews’ apparent ethnocentrism (feelings of cultural, ethnic, racial superiority) is 

similarly evident in White Anglo-Saxon Protestant culture? Why or why not?  

 

Application:  

● What makes you confident that you will escape God’s judgment?  

● What do you think are some symptoms which may signal that we are trusting in our own 

morality or external rituals to be righteous before God?  

● Do you think a gospel teardown is a one time thing or a continual thing that Christians will 

always be doing?  

 


