
 

Sermon Date:  February 26, 2017 
Title:  "Who Must We Love?" 
Text:  Matthew 5:43:48 
 
C. S. Lewis once wrote, “Do not waste time bothering whether you ‘love’ your 
neighbor; act as if you did. As soon as we do this we find one of the great 
secrets. When you are behaving as if you loved someone, you will presently 
come to love him.”  I don't know about you, but every time I open a newspaper 
or go on the Internet, all that I see is the hate that people have for each other 
whenever there is a difference of opinion.  These days, we are trained to have 
zero tolerance for our enemies.  Yet, Jesus had a very different opinion on how 
we should regard those whom we don't like. 
 
Read Matthew 5:43-44 
I - The first verse is Jesus is quoting a well-known saying with which His listeners 
would have been very familiar, and it's a statement of hate and intolerance.  
What are some things that come to mind that reflect this attitude in people 
today?  
O – Jesus isn't making a kind suggestion here.  He is issuing a command for all 
of us who are his disciples.  What are the two commands? 
O – Is the command that Jesus gives us one that is an action (something that we 
have to actively do), or is it a change of our attitude?   
O - Why is it significant that it is an action?  
O – What effect does prayer have upon the state of our heart toward someone 
we hate? 
I – In the context of the Gospel narrative, what kind of persecution do you think 
that Jesus' hearer's were facing? 
 
Read Matthew 5:45-47 
O – What does Jesus say will be the result of loving our neighbor? 
I – How do you think loving as Christ loves us makes us even better children of 
God? 
O – What is revealed about the character of God in Jesus' statement about the 
sun and rain falling on all people? 
I – Summarize verse 46 and 47 in your own words. 
 
Read Matthew 5:47-48 
O – Why do you think Jesus points to the Father here instead of Himself? 



I – Why does Jesus give us a command that is impossible to achieve? 
O – How does this final verse reveal our need for salvation in Christ? 
 
 
Application Questions 

 Share in your group.  Who are some of the hardest people to love in your 
life?  Why? 

 Can you love them better through an adjustment of your attitude, or by a 
direct action? 

 What specific steps can you take to love your enemy better this week? 
 


