
The story of the "wise men" is one that many of us know quite well.  It's a tale that 
contains a great deal of surprises and interesting details that solidify Matthew's 
continuing theme that Jesus is the promised Messiah in the line of King David, and the 
long-awaited King of Israel.  It is also the story of two different sets of people, King 
Herod and the Magi, who both sought Jesus.  But they did so for radically different 
reasons. 
 

1. Who were the magi?  (The magi were pagan magicians and astrologers probably 
from Babylon.  They would typically observe the stars and the planets and try to 
decipher the future through astrology.) 

2. How did God choose to uniquely get the attention of these astrologers?   
(Leader Note:  God sort of "spoke their language" by choosing a unique star to 
appear in order to get their attention that something major was about to 
happen in world history.) 

3. Why do you think that God chose these men to be among the first to worship 
the Lord Jesus? 

4. Why was Herod worried and disturbed by what the magi told him?  (Leader 
Note:  When the magi told Herod that they were seeking a king, Herod believed 
that Jesus was going to threaten his reign in the future.) 

5. Why did Herod claim that he wanted to worship the baby Jesus? 
6. How did the High Priests know where the Messiah would be born?   
7. What is the significance of Jesus being born in Bethlehem?  (Leader Note: King 

David is from Bethlehem, and Jesus fulfilled the promise that from David would 
come a king that would reign forever.) 

8. What was the first thing that the magi did when they saw Jesus? 
9. How does Scripture describe the manner in which they worshipped Him?  How is 

this significant? 
10. What were the gifts that they gave him?  Why were these gifts significant?  

(Leader Note:  All of these expensive gifts were items that would often have 
been presented as a gift to royalty.  Gold was one of the most valuable items on 
earth.  Frankincense and myrrh were costly items that were used as a fragrance 
or perfume.)  

11. Herod and the magi both sought Jesus for very different reasons.  What are 
some of these differences? 

12. How does this story help to reveal the significance of who Jesus Christ is? 
 
Take some time to reflect upon the magi's joyful worship with your group.  The 
following are some questions that you might want to ask: 

• Would you say that you follow the magi's example of worshipping Jesus with 
"exceedingly with great joy?"  Why or why not?   

• What are some steps that you can make to joyfully worship Jesus this 
Christmas season? 


