
Imagine how the disciples must have felt.  After having spent three years with 
Jesus in ministry, they have come to realize that He is the Messiah and the Son 
of God.  They've watched Him die on the cross, and then be resurrected in 
glory.  And now Jesus is physically leaving earth to be with the Father.  In 
Matthew 28:16-20, we find one of the most well-known passages in the Bible: 
The Great Commission.  In this passage, we find the parting words of Jesus 
Christ to His apostles.  They are Jesus' parting command.  But in addition, they 
are words of comfort to them.  They are entrusted with an incredible task.  But 
they are promised the  
 
 

1. What events came immediately before this passage that sets its context? 
2. What are the two different reactions that the disciples have when they see 

Jesus? 
3. What specifically do you think was causing the disciples to doubt? 
4. What does Jesus do in his opening words to the disciples?  (Leader Note: 

He established his authority as being the Lord over all things.) 
5. What are the four commands that Jesus gives to His 12 apostles? 
6. Jesus doesn't just say, "tell people about the Gospel," or "lead people to 

salvation."  He tells them to "make disciples of all nations."  Why does he 
say that?   

7. What distinguishes someone who is simply saved from someone who is a 
disciple? 

8. How do we see today the fruit of the work that the Apostles carried out 
following the Great Commission? 

9. What does it mean to be a disciple? 
10. Do you consider yourself to be a disciple? 
11. Why is being baptized a part of being a disciple? 
12. Why is being taught about Christ's commands a part of the life of a 

disciple? 
13. What are your thoughts on the final sentence in this passage?   How does 

it lend encouragement to Jesus' previous commands?  
14. What role do you play in fulfilling the Great Commission? 


