
If you've read the Gospel of Matthew or Luke in the past, there's probably one part of the book that you 
often skim right past:  the genealogy of Jesus Christ.  After all, it seems to just be a list of names, right?  
However this genealogy of Jesus Christ has a very purposeful intention.  Matthew is focusing on certain 
people in Jesus' line to show His royal lineage, and to show God's ongoing faithfulness in keeping His 
promises to His people.  Jesus Christ is portrayed here as a fulfillment of God's incredible promises.  Jesus 
Christ is not a mere carpenter.  He is King Jesus. 
 
Read Matthew 1:1-6 

1. What hint does verse 1 give you regarding the two most important figures in the 
genealogy? 

2. Why were these two people chosen specifically? 
Read Genesis 12:1-9 and II Samuel 7:8-11 

1. Summarize the promises given to Abram and David in your own words? 
2. What similarities do you see between Genesis 12:1 and II Samuel 7:8-11 
3. How does Jesus Christ serve as a fulfillment of these promises? 

Read Matthew 1:7-11 
1. This portion of the genealogy has a very intentional purpose.  Do any of these 

famous Old Testament people stand out to you as having a specific theme?  (Leader 
Note:  Matthew is intentionally revealing Jesus' royal lineage.  David, Solomon, 
Rehoboam, Uzziah; these are all Kings if Jesus' royal line.  If it's not extraordinary 
enough that Jesus is ruler of heaven, His human nature is descended form the 
royalty of Israel, and it fulfills the promise to David that in His line would be a king 
that would reign forever and ever.) 

2. Why is it so important that Jesus be from the royal line? 
3. There are four women mentioned in the genealogy, and they all are associated with 

incredible mercy from God.  What do you remember about some of these women's 
stories?  Why is there story of mercy intentionally associated with the arrival of Jesus 
Christ? 

Read Matthew 1:12-17 
1. What historical event is mentioned three times in the genealogy?  
2. Read Ezekiel 12:13.  What was the reason that the Exile came about?  
3. Why is the Exile so significant in Jewish history?  (Leader Note: The exile is a pivotal 

point in Israel's history.  The Jews have turned their back on God.  They have 
ignored the warnings of God's prophets, and their nation is destroyed and the 
people scattered.  This state of weakness and foreign rule over the people of Israel 
extends to Jesus' time and the rule by the Romans.) 

4. If the Exile resulted in physical and spiritual separation from God, why is Jesus' birth 
so important? 

 
Closing Questions: 

• What are some people that you are surprised to find in the ancestral line of Jesus? 
• In this passage, how do you see God overcoming incredible obstacles in order to 

bring about His purposes? 
• What obstacles in your own life is God overcoming in order to keep His promises to 

you? 


