
Put yourself in Joseph's shoes for a minute.  Can you imagine?  Joseph was an engaged 
man.  And shortly after he finds out that his fiancée was going to have a baby that was 
not his, an angel shows up and tells him that the baby's conception was through a 
miracle of God.  It's easy to read this passage and not think much of this famous story.  
But I think that some of us would have some pretty strong responses if we were in his 
position. 
Joseph, the father of Jesus, is only mentioned a few times in Scripture, and he really 
only has a place of prominence in two of Jesus' stories.  The passage in which he plays 
the biggest role is this one.  Joseph is shown to be a true man of God, who chooses to 
trust in God's plan no matter how shocking the truth might be. 
 

1. What specifically does the angel tell Joseph to do (The angel says that Joseph 
should not be afraid of marrying Mary.) 

2. If Joseph was a righteous man, why did he want desire to divorce her?  
3. What is the title by which the angel refers to Joseph?  (Joseph son of David) 
4. How is this title different from Joseph's title Matthew 1:16?  Why is this 

significant?  (Joseph is portrayed as being from the line of King David.) 
5. What role was fear playing in Joseph's decision to divorce Mary? 
6. Jesus is distinguished by two names in this passage.  What are the two names? 
7. What does Jesus' name mean?  (Leader Note:  Jesus' name literally means, 

"Yahweh saves."  His name serves as a profound statement of who he is.  He is 
God's salvation in the flesh? 

8. What is the name of Immanuel mean, and why is this significant?  (Jesus is also 
names Immanuel, or "God with us.  He is the presence of God in the flesh.) 

9. Why is it important for Jesus' nature that He was conceived both by a human, 
but also through an act of God?  (Because Jesus was both fully God, but fully 
human.  He was not one or the other.  He is the Son of God, and therefore He is 
completely divine.  But, He also is completely human through His human birth.) 

10. What do you think occurred to Joseph's reputation when he chose to not 
divorce her quietly, but to associate her pregnancy with himself? 

11. Does Joseph remind you of any other Biblical characters that had incredible faith 
in God?  Who are they? 

12. What is the significance in Joseph being the one to declare Jesus' name?  
(Leader Note:  It was tradition for the father to declare the name of the son.  By 
doing so, Joseph adopted Jesus as his full-fledged son, and hence came Jesus' 
association with Joseph's royal lineage.) 

 
How does Joseph's perspective of the birth of Christ affect how you personally 
understand the birth of Christ? 
 
Joseph showed incredible trust in God by listening to God's voice and being 
obedience.  Is there an area of your life where you have feel like God is calling you to 
step out in faith? 


