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Dear	Praying	Friends,	
	
We	were	so	happy	when	Mr.	Jacob	Pradhan	the	Congress	
Man	of	Kandhamal,	a	Christian	representative	in	the	
Odisha	Legislative	Assembly,	came	visit	us	on	October	
12th	to	speak	in	our	Chapel	

	
I	 am	 also	 very	 happy	
to	 report	 that	 there	
were	 more	 people	
ready	 for	 baptism	 in	
Rourkela,	 one	 of	 our	Project	Decapolis	 churches.	 	 A	 few	weeks	 ago,	
the	 little	 church	 had	 communion.	 Brother	 Lance	 from	 Cincinnati	
sponsored	 the	pioneering	 for	 this	Rourkela	 church	 for	 the	 first	 two	
years.	Now,	on	their	own,	Pastor	Samarpita	and	the	little	church	have	
struggled	to	survive.		The	last	two	months	have	been	especially	hard	
on	 him	

because	LTS	used	to	help	him	out	financially	
but	 cannot	 anymore	 due	 to	 our	 financial	
struggles,	 but	 his	 work	 is	 continuing	
undeterred.	 In	 February	 we	 had	 the	 first	
baptism	of	five	people	for	this	new	church.		In	
just	the	last	few	days,	we	were	able	to	travel	
to	 Rourkela	 to	 baptize	 a	 second	 batch	 of	
believers	 for	 this	 church.	 It	 was	 a	 thrilling	
experience	to	go	to	Rourkela	to	baptize	these	tribal	converts!	
We	 also	 saw	 a	 piece	 of	 land	 one	 of	 the	 believers	 wants	 to	
donate	to	build	a	church	for	this	congregation.	Trips	like	this	

in	 support	 of	 the	 growing	
Church	 in	 Odissa	 are	
important	 for	 the	 spread	 of	
the	Gospel	and	 in	 support	of	
the	 mission	 of	 LTS.	 	 Please	
pray	 that	 the	 Lord	 will	
provide	 support	 for	 this	
pastor	 and	 help	 the	 church	
grow.	

	
It	is	heartwarming	to	hear	the	testimony	of	the	Lord's	work	in	the	life	of	one	of	our	students	who	comes	
from	a	Hindu	family.		We	hope	that	you,	as	supporters	of	LTS,	are	also	encouraged.	
	
A Student Testimony from Rabi	Ratnam,	M.Div.	II	Year	
	
I	was	 born	 in	 a	 large	 Hindu	 family.	 I	 have	 three	 sisters	 and	 two	 brothers	 and	 I	 am	 the	 youngest.	My	
grandfather	was	a	tribal	man	from	Odisha,	but	he	migrated	to	Andhra	Pradesh.	My	father	and	grandfather	
served	as	our	village	leaders.	There	was	a	church	nearby	and	my	mother	was	the	first	from	my	family	to	
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August Newsletter 

 
Dear Friends and Family, 
 
My trip to the U.S. was very helpful in advancing the ministry of Life Theological Seminary. It was a 
blessing to meet with so many of you and to share our vision at our special event in June. Since I last 
wrote, LTS now has an American board with four members to help the seminary run smoothly.  

 
We conducted a three day VBS this summer from May 3rd to 6th. Prayerfully, 
we organized the VBS for 80 children with no money in hand. We were really 
amazed to see the way the Lord provided for it and 
the impact we had on the children. We were very 
encouraged to see the number of non-Christian 
children participated in it. We saw the hand of God 
in this ministry when 130 of them, including the 

parents of the children, participated in the final night program. We pray that 
someday we will see these children professing their faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 
We are so excited that the new school year began with a record 
number of students. On 19th July, in the opening chapel of Life 
Theological Seminary, two full time faculty members were added and 
one visiting faculty member was given a warm welcome. Ajayananda 
Satpathy is completing his Doctor of Ministry (D.Min) Program. 
Reverend Ajayananda has taught in two Bible colleges before and has 
served as the dean of academics at a Bible college in Mumbai city. He 
is married to Ambu and they have two young children. He loves 
teaching Hebrew language and Old Testament Courses. 

 
 

 
 Sunanta Beero has a Master of Theology (M.Th) and has taught at 
two Bible colleges as well. Sunanta and his wife, Mani, have two 
daughters. Sunanta will be teaching New Testament courses. 
Paritosh Rout, who is also joining our team, has his Master of 
Theology (M.Th). 
 

 
 
This year, fifteen new students have 
joined the Master of Divinity and 

Bachelor of Theology Programs in Life Theological Seminary! It is 
encouraging to see such growth in enrollment. A few more students are 



visit	it.	She	began	to	share	her	newfound	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	but	no	one	in	our	family	paid	attention	to	
her.	Since	I	was	the	youngest	at	home,	my	mother	began	to	share	about	Jesus	Christ	with	me,	but	I	was	
too	busy	with	my	life	of	pleasure.	
However,	 in	a	 sudden	 twist	of	 events,	 things	 changed	dramatically	 in	our	home.	My	mother	 suffered	a	
heart	attack	and	had	to	be	rushed	to	the	hospital.	My	mother	needed	immediate	surgery	to	save	her	life.	
While	being	rushed	to	the	hospital,	my	mother	asked	me	to	go	with	the	pastor	and	
to	 stay	 close	 to	him.	The	pastor	 asked	me	 to	 come	 to	his	place	 for	 three	days.		 I	
agreed,	but	only	to	make	my	mother	happy.	He	asked	me	to	fast	and	pray	for	my	
mother	and	for	myself.	I	had	never	prayed	before	and	I	didn’t	understand	the	logic	
of	 the	 pastor’s	 proposal.	 I	 didn’t	 fast	 the	 first	 day	 but	 I	 joined	 the	 pastor	 to	 go	
around	and	distribute	tracts.	The	next	day,	I	decided	to	fast	for	mother’s	healing.	I	
sat	down	on	the	floor	of	the	church	to	pray.	I	don’t	know	what	I	said	but	I	wished	
for	my	mother’s	healing.	That	night	I	called	my	brother	only	to	find	that	there	was	
a	huge	amount	of	money	needed	to	pay	for	my	mother’s	surgery.	Whatever	we	had	
at	home	was	not	enough	for	this	urgent	need.	The	next	day,	the	pastor	took	me	to	
the	hospital	to	meet	my	mother.	I	was	surprised	to	learn	that	my	mother’s	bill	had	
been	paid.	I	knew	that	I	was	with	the	pastor	all	these	three	days	and	he	was	poor.	The	question	lingered	
with	me	 as	 to	who	 paid	my	mother’s	medical	 bill.	 I	was	 overwhelmed	 to	 learn	 that	 the	while	 I	 sat	 in	
prayer,	 the	Lord	moved	 the	hearts	of	 the	 church	members	 to	pool	 their	 resources	 to	pay	my	mother’s	
medical	bill.	Praise	the	Lord!	
What	a	contrast	it	was	to	the	people	of	my	Hindu	community!	I	couldn’t	believe	the	love	and	sacrifice	of	
the	people	of	God.	What	a	different	life	the	touch	of	Christ	can	impart!	Seeing	this	transformative	impact	
of	Christ’s	touch,	I	committed	my	life	to	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	Soon	I	was	baptized	and	wanted	to	go	to	a	
seminary	where	 I	 could	 learn	more	of	Christ.	The	pastor	 showed	me	 the	way.	 I	 am	amazed	how	 Jesus	
Christ	draws	men	and	women	unto	himself.	 It	wasn’t	a	straight	road	 leading	me	to	 this	 fine	 institution	
called	 Life	 Theological	 Seminary,	 but	 I	 feel	 at	 home	 here.	 I	 know	 the	 challenge	 of	 the	 academic	 rigor	
involved	in	studying	at	LTS.	But	I	am	very	happy	to	be	here.	I	want	to	be	trained	and	equipped	properly	
to	 return	 to	my	people	with	 the	gospel	of	 the	Lord	 Jesus	Christ.	My	 family	needs	 Jesus	Christ	 for	 their	
salvation.	I	need	help	with	a	scholarship	to	subsidize	my	studies	at	LTS.	I	would	greatly	appreciate	your	
prayers	for	my	successful	academic	journey	at	LTS.		
	
Please	keep	these	key	prayer	requests	in	mind:	
	1.	After	two	months	of	struggle	with	little	finance	we	have	received	only	$1000	this	month	whereas	we	
need	about	$6000	each	month.	It	is	very	hard.	Please	pray	for	the	Lord's	miraculous	provision.		
2.	We	need	$2,250	to	prepare	and	submit	the	financial	report	to	the	Home	Ministry	of	the	Government	of	
India	by	December.		
3.	We	need	$1,000	for	the	Christmas	celebration	and	for	LTS	staff	gifts.	
	
If	you	have	not	given	to	LTS	on	a	monthly	basis	yet,	please	consider	doing	so	or	consider	helping	with	
some	 of	 the	 one-time	 expenses	mentioned	 above.	 All	 gifts	 are	 tax	 deductible	 (made	 out	 to	Westosha	
Lakes	Church)	and	can	be	mailed	(each	month	or	by	your	bank	automatically)	to:	

Life	Foundations	c/o	
Westosha	Lakes	Church	

24823	74th	St.	
Salem,	WI	53168	

	
For	Christ	&	His	Gospel,	
Dr. Nimai & Binita Suna 


