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Have you ever gone to a restaurant when you're really starving, and before the main dish arrives 
you order an appetizer?  The appetizer never seems to be enough to satisfy your hunger.  The 
appetizer really isn't meant to do this.  That's because the appetizer isn't the full meal.  It's just 
there to satisfy your appetite temporarily.  In a way, it gives you a small taste of the delicious 
meal that's about to come.  When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, it serves as a small taste 
of what is going to come.  Raising one man from the dead and giving him life is an incredible 
miracle.  But, Jesus is saving His masterpiece for later when He will die on the cross and rise 
again from the dead, with the promise that everyone who accepts His offer of salvation will be 
granted resurrection and life everlasting with Him at the end of days.  This passage is set 
immediately before Jesus' miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead.  He is speaking to Lazarus' 
sister, and He reveals to her an amazing truth; that He is the Messiah who is going to bring 
eternal life to all who receive Him as their Lord and Savior. 
 
John 11:17-22 
O - What are some details that you remember about Mary and Martha from other stories in the 
Gospels? 
I - Put yourself in the shoes of Mary and Martha.  Why do you think that they each reacted 
differently to Jesus' arrival? 
O - What is the first thing that Martha says to Jesus? 
I - What do you think about her initial comment?  Do you think that it's a statement of doubt, or 
a statement of great faith? 
 
Read John 11:23-27 
O - What are the two ways that resurrection is referred to in this passage? 
I - Why does Jesus say that He "is" the resurrection and the life?   
I -  How can "resurrection" and "life" be embodied as an actual person? 
I - Why is it significant that Jesus uses both of the words "resurrection" and "life" to describe 
Himself? 
O - What are the two things that Jesus says we are supposed to do in order to receive the 
salvation that He has offered? 
I – How are we to both "live" and "believe" in Jesus Christ?  What is the difference between 
these two actions? 
I – Why does Jesus end his statement with a question? 
O – How does Martha respond?  Why do you think this moment was significant in Martha's life? 
 
Application (choose two): 

• What was this Easter like for you?  Were you able to adequately reflect on the joy of 
Jesus' resurrection?   

• As a Jew, Martha knew that a bodily resurrection would come one day, but the Jews 
didn't know how this would happen.  Consider how you think she might have felt 
suddenly realizing that the man standing in front of her would bring this about.  How do 
you think that you would have reacted in her position? 

• How is this passage significant for you personally this Easter season? 
 


