
 Do you ever feel completely hopeless?  Do you ever feel so frustrated with your 
life and with the world around you that you just feel like there is not a lot to look 
forward to?  As humans, struggling with moments of hopelessness at some point 
in our lives is normal.  It's almost a fact of life.  However, as Christians, this is not 
how we are meant to live on a daily basis.  Every single believer in Jesus Christ 
has a bright future.  We have a history that testifies to God's plan from the 
beginning to make all things new.  And we have a future that tells us that joy 
beyond all imagination is coming in the last days.  In this passage, Paul is going 
to discuss with us the state of our world now, and the excitement of the days to 
come. 
 
 

1. Thinking back to last weeks lesson, what is the suffering that Paul is 
speaking about in verse 18? 

2. Can you give a definition of the creation that is spoken about in verses 
19-23?  [Leader Note:  "Creation" is meant to describe here the physical 
universe, nature, and even non-human beings such as angels.  The 
"creation" is distinct from "the sons of God." (v.l9)  "The sons of God" 
are all of us who are His children through salvation in Jesus Christ.] 

3. Can you give some examples of how the created world is subject to the 
futility and corruption described in verses 20-21? 

4. How is creation going to be affected by our salvation (Read Revelation 
21:1-6)? 

5. What is the bondage spoken of in verse 21?  (Read Genesis 3:16-18) 
6. Give some examples of how this passage portrays a reversal of the curse 

in Genesis 3. 
7. What is meant by the "groaning" of creation? 
8. Give some examples for why childbirth is the perfect metaphor for the 

pain of our world, and our hope for the future? 
9. What in this passage shows who specifically can look forward to the 

kingdom of heaven?"  [Those who have the "firstfruits of the Spirit"] 
10. How does this passage show us what it means to look forward to heaven? 
11. Why does Paul tell us to hope in something that we cannot see?  [Leader 

note: Because as Christians, our hope is found in the history of God's plan 
and promise to redeem us and make us new.  Therefore, our hope is in 
the future.  We cannot see the future, but it is in the coming glory of 
Jesus Christ that we look with anticipation.]  
 

 


