
Day 5 
2:1-11 

Today’s reading marks the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Jesus has just gained five 
disciples and they make their way to a wedding. In the ancient Near East, a bridegroom would 
have a legal responsibility to provide a proper wedding for the bride. Read that again. He had a 
legal responsibility to throw a great party. Running out of wine was more than inhospitable or a 
social faux pas. The bridegroom would surely be embarrassed. More than that, he was liable. 
For some reason the text does not talk about, Mary was concerned about the lack of wine. Mary 
seems to think that Jesus can solve the problem.  

 
What is Jesus’ response to his mother? 
 
 
Two things are important to note. Jesus calling his mother “Woman” sounds harsh to our 

ears. While Jesus was certainly making an abrupt statement, he was not being cruel or 
disrespectful. Jesus drew a clear boundary. Jesus asks the question, “Why do you involve 
me?”.  More clearly from the Greek, Jesus is really asking what he and Mary have in common in 
the matter. Mary is concerned. Why should Jesus be concerned? The first thing to note is the 
clear boundary that Jesus draws in his relationship with his mother. Jesus had entered into the 
purpose of his coming and everything had to be subordinated to his divine calling.  Read what 1

Jesus says in Luke 14:26-27. What do you think Jesus means in this passage and how does it 
relate to the manner in which he addresses his mother?  

 
 
The second important thing to note in the beginning of this story is Jesus’ statement, “My 

hour has not yet come.” Why does Jesus say this to his mother? What “hour” is he talking 
about?  

 
 
Turn to John 13:1. What does this tell us about the “hour” that Jesus is referring to?  
 
 
Read Jeremiah 31:12. Redemption day will bring a bounty of _______________. 
Read Amos 9:13-14. Israel’s restoration will be marked by a flow of 
 __________     ________________.  
 
Jesus, an educated Jewish man, remembers how the prophets characterize the 

messianic age as a time that wine would flow liberally.  He knows “the hour”, or messianic age, 2

has come. Knowing this, Jesus turns the water into wine. Not just a little wine. Today the 
amount of wine would equal about 120 gallons of wine. The provision was abundant. This is the 

1 Carson, 171.  
2 Carson, 172.  



FIRST miraculous sign that John describes. For John, this FIRST sign is also primary because 
of the grace and fulfillment that comes with it. The grace and fulfillment is abundant.  Jesus’ 
miracles are never just works of power or nice tricks to impress people. The signs of Jesus point 
beyond themselves to deeper realities.  What do you think are some deeper realities that Jesus 3

displays in this FIRST sign?  
 
 

 
 

Turn to John 20:30-31. John says that Jesus performed many signs. According to verses 
30-31, John records the signs in his book for two reasons: 

 
1- 

 
2- 

 
Jesus performed miraculous signs so that people would believe and lives would be 

transformed. When you hear someone say that Jesus performed a miracle or delivered a sign in 
the present day, what is your first inclination?  

 
 
 
At the wedding, Jesus provided. He miraculously provided for a physical need. The 

provision came with grace and mercy. What does John want us to know about Jesus in this 
story?  
 
 
How has Jesus provided for you?  
 
 
When have you received grace and mercy in a time of need? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

3 Carson, 175.  



Day 6 
2:12-25 

 
 

Jesus celebrated Passover. What does this tell us about Jesus?  
 

 
Read Exodus 12:1-27 to more fully understand the Passover. After reading Exodus 

12:1-27, describe why Jesus was headed to Jerusalem for Passover.  
 
 
 

When Jesus arrived at the temple courts in Jerusalem, he found people selling cattle, 
sheep, and doves. He also saw people exchanging money. Does it seem odd to you that all of 
this is happening at the temple? If I arrived for worship on a Sunday and found people selling 
animals and exchanging money on the porch of TMI, I would seriously wonder what was going 
on. Consider this. Thousands upon thousands of people would be traveling to the temple to 
celebrate Passover. Whole families and villages from all over the Roman Empire would journey 
to Jerusalem. If you think the traffic on our highways is bad, just imagine the whole city of San 
Antonio heading to Austin at the same time. Yikes. Now imagine that we all had trailers of cattle 
and sheep hitched behind us.  

The selling of animals was a service offered to the hoards of travelers. Can you imagine 
the extra hassle involved in traveling with the animals required for sacrifice at the temple? The 
Jewish people didn’t exactly have trailers to load up the sheep and cattle. Even if they did, just 
imagine the mass added to the already massive caravan.  

Upon arrival at the temple, any Jewish man over the age of twenty would be required to 
pay the temple tax. The temple tax was to be paid in Tyrian coinage because of its high purity.  4

The men would have arrived in Jerusalem with the money of their home provinces in their 
pockets. The money exchangers were offering an exchange service. It is not too far off base to 
think of this as similar to exchanging money when we travel. We are required to use the 
currency of the country we are visiting. We use an exchange service to do that. 

The exchange in the temple courts was about offering a service. Many have taught that 
this passage is about materialism. What do you think? Is Jesus mad about the exchange of 
goods and services in the temple because it shows greed of the people? Or, could he be mad 
about something else?  

 
 
 
Could Jesus be mad about the COMMOTION within the temple? Could Jesus be mad 

that people are focused on the outer ritual instead of the inner devotion? How do these things 
correlate with Church today?  

4 Carson, 178.  



 
How does outer commotion interfere with our inner devotion?  
 
 
Jesus came to literally overturn the tables of authority in the temple. He came to overturn 

what was ritualistic and regarded as normal behavior in the culture.  Jesus cleansed the temple 5

and replaced it.  What does that mean for our lives today?  6

 
 
 
What are some normal cultural behaviors that interfere with your devotion to Christ?  
 
 
 
 
What can you do to overturn that in your own life?  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

5 NICOT, 167.  
6 Carson, 182.  



Day 7 
John 3:1-21 

 
 
It might be helpful to use the NIV translation to fill in the following blanks.  
 
Nicodemus is a _____________________, a member of the Jewish _______________  council.  
 
Turn to Luke 5:17. Pharisees were also described as _______________ of the law.  
 

Rabbis were considered teachers or mentors. Rabbis were the most obedient and law 
abiding of the most obedient and law abiding. Nicodemus addresses Jesus as “Rabbi”. What 
does this tell us about how Nicodemus views Jesus?  
 
 
Could Nicodemus view Jesus as a peer? How might that influence their relationship?  
 
 
What does Nicodemus say about Jesus?  
 
 

Nicodemus acknowledges that Jesus is from God. He honors the signs and wonders of 
Jesus. The signs and wonders actually draw Nicodemus more closely into Jesus to examine his 
nature. He knows something is special about Jesus. In verse 9, we see something preventing 
Nicodemus from believing the words of Jesus. Jesus says to Nicodemus, “You are Israel’s 
teacher, and you do not understand these things.” Nicodemus is highly educated. He’s the 
senior, tenured professor. He would have memorized the Torah, Jewish Scripture. Knowledge 
isn’t the barrier here. What do you think is preventing Nicodemus from understanding Jesus?  
 
 

In verse 4, Jesus refers to the kingdom of God. Read Isaiah 9:2-7 and Zechariah 9:9-10. 
How do these two prophets point to Jesus as the one that will bring the kingdom of God?  
 
 
What does Jesus say will be required to SEE the kingdom of God (verse 3)?  
 
 
What does Jesus say will be required to ENTER the kingdom of God (verse 5)?  
 
 
How is one born again and what initiates the process according to John’s Gospel?  
 
John 3:15 tells us that everyone who _______________ may have eternal life in Christ.  



 
Why does John say may have eternal life? Is there something more than belief required?  
 

The Spirit gives birth to spirit. The Spirit moves to initiate new life in Christ, a rebirth. This 
isn’t simply turning over a new leaf. This is an essential new birth of one’s nature. This is 
something that occurs in your essence. When we are born again, we have a new nature born in 
Christ. This may hinge on an event that we can easily recall as miraculous. Most of the time, this 
is a process of renewal and rebirth. What is your experience of being born again in Christ? 

 
What were you like before knowing and believing Christ and how has Christ given you a 

new nature?  
 
 
John 3:16 is probably the most quoted Bible verse of all time. What does this verse tell 

us about the nature of God?  
 
 
What does John 3:16 tell us about the nature of Jesus? 
 
 
What does John 3:16 tell us about human nature and the world? 
 
 
John 3:17 says that Jesus did not come to condemn the world. I think we often feel 

condemned, not loved. I think this feeling of condemnation is a barrier to our relationship with 
Jesus. I know the feeling of shame and condemnation have been a barrier to my own 
relationship to Christ. How do you think you feel condemned? Might it be a barrier to your 
relationship with Jesus?  

 
 
 
What does John say, in 3:20, is the reason people will not come into the light? 
 
 
How does Genesis 3:6-10 relate to John 3:20?  
 
 
What does this tell us about humanity?  
 
 
How does this help you see your personal barriers to Jesus in a new way?  

 
 



Day 8 
John 3:22-36 

 
Jesus and John the Baptizer were baptizing in the same area. Disciples of John the 

Baptist seem to be concerned that more people are being baptized by Jesus. Loyal to John, 
they seem to be jealous that Jesus is getting “more”. What is John’s response (found in verse 
27) to their concerns?  
 
 
“A person can receive only what is given them from heaven” (3:27, NIV). What do you think 
John is saying?  
 
 
What implications does this have for feelings of jealousy?  
 
 
Read Matthew 6:25-34. How does this relate to John 3:27?  
 
 
Read Matthew 20:1-16. How does this relate to John 3:27?  
 
 

In Matthew 11:7-11, Jesus addresses the disciples of John the Baptizer. Who is John the 
Baptizer according to Jesus?  
 
 
 

John the Baptizer, understood his role and his purpose to be that of a herald, a 
messenger preparing the way for Jesus. He was likely overjoyed that his purpose was being 
fulfilled as the ministry of Jesus overshadowed his own. The very purpose of John the Baptizer 
was to be overshadowed by Christ. John admits, “He must be greater; I must become less.”  

What does this mean for us as disciples of Christ?  
 
 
I think for most of us in the American culture, being overshadowed is not a comfortable 

thought. Making someone else “greater” so that we become “less” is completely counter culture. 
It takes some reflection and practice to identify arenas in our life where we can make this a 
reality.  

I remember a time in the corporate world when I was working on a team. Our 
compensation was completely tied to the performance of one another. When I was hired to work 
with a particular San Antonio team, they were ranked dead last in the region. I put together a 
plan that was similar to one I used to succeed in another territory and we quickly rose to number 
one in the region. It took all of us implementing the plan. All of us worked to achieve the new 



status. My boss began asking me what I was doing to achieve these numbers. I told him the 
team was working hard to achieve the sales. He asked more and more leading questions that 
were aimed at trying to get me to admit that it was my plan that shot the team to the top. I 
refused to take credit by myself. He finally said, “Jamie, I need you to take credit for this. I want 
to give you a promotion. But, you have to say the performance was your doing alone.” The very 
idea was repulsive to me. Beyond bad leadership, it wasn’t the truth. I couldn’t do it. I didn’t get 
the promotion. My teammate did. He was willing to step up and say he was solely responsible 
for the increase. I was honestly happy for him. He was a hard worker. He deserved kudos and 
the promotion. He continued to rise in the ranks and make more money. I think our scenario is 
not uncommon.  

 
Can you think of your own personal scenario where you became less so someone else could 
become greater?  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Day 9 

John 4:1-42 
 

  There is so much that we could unpack in today’s reading. When people move across 
the country into a new house, important boxes fill the new house in an overwhelming fashion. 
Like a family facing a moving truck of important boxes to unpack, we have to decide what to 
unpack first. Today, we will concentrate on just a few of the important boxes, even though there 
are many that we could unpack.  

 Chapter four of the Fourth Gospel begins with a journey. Jesus and his disciples left 
Judea where they had been baptizing near John the Baptizer and drawing too much attention 
from Pharisees. The shortest route from Judea back to Galilee included a trek through Samaria. 
Jews despised Samaria. More on that in just a bit. John 4:4 says that Jesus “had to” go through 
Samaria. Some theologians have said this characterizes the antipathy between Jews and 
Samaritans.  They see it as Jesus “had to” subject himself to the Samaritans as part of the 7

journey. Others mark “had to” as a propulsion forward into divine compulsion and orchestration.  8

I think we can consider both ideas working in unison as truth. Jesus “had to” travel through 
Samaria if he wanted to take the shortest route; and, he “had to” because there was some divine 
work to be done in Samaria.  

Why did the Jews despise the Samaritans? Samaritans were (a few still exist) a group of 
people of mixed blood. When the Assyrians captured Samaria in 722-721 BC, they carried off all 
of the Israelites who were educated, wealthy, and talented. The cream of the crops were 
scooped away with the Assyrians. In an Israelite’s opinion, what was left in Samaria were the low 
lifes. Think of a caste system society. The Samaritans were the untouchables. Not only were 
they the cast off Israelites, they began intermarrying with pagans. The Jews considered the 
Samaritans to be political rebels and racial half-breeds.  To a Jewish person, a Samaritan person 9

was untouchable.  
A Samaritan woman would be perpetually unclean to a Jewish man. Jewish Rabbis often 

considered their own wives unclean and unworthy of their time. Beyond unclean, women were 
insignificant. A Samaritan woman was the least of the least. Yet, Jesus speaks to the Samaritan 
woman at the well. He doesn’t just speak to her. He asks her for a drink of water. What does this 
say about the nature of Jesus? 

 
 
Let’s back up a bit and also talk about the fact that she was drawing water from the well 

at noon. Most women traveled to the well in the morning to draw water for the needs of the day. 
This woman was at the well in the heat of the day. Either she was such an outcast that others 
didn’t want to be with her, or she FELT like such an outcast that she traveled alone. Isn’t that 
what shame does? Shame convinces us that we are uniquely tainted.  

7 Carson, 216.  
8 Carson, 216.  
9 Carson, 216.  



Are there times in your own life when you have convinced yourself it was better to be 
alone than with other people because of something you had done? Have you ever told yourself 
that something you had done was so bad that others would never understand? How does 
shame reinforce loneliness? Consider the ways that you distance yourself from others and from 
God because of shame.  
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus met the woman right where she was. Jesus meets you right where you are, too. 
Jesus does not shy away from shame. He faces it head on and calls it out. Maybe that’s what 
scares us. It doesn’t need to. To the Samaritan woman, he reveals his insight into her truth. 
Jesus sees your truth, too. He’s not scared of it. He’s the light that will bring it out of darkness. 

Read Isaiah 55:1-7. How does this passage of Scripture relate to what Jesus is doing 
with the Samaritan woman?  

 
 
The transformative work of the Savior saves the Samaritan woman. The spirit and truth 

comes to her in revelation. Christ admits that he is the Messiah. Can you imagine the intensity 
of the awe and wonder experienced by this woman? It was so grand that she dropped her jars 
and ran to the village to tell all of the people about Jesus. The one who was outcasted. The one 
who was alone mid-day. The unclean one. She ran into her town to proclaim the good news. 
She was the first evangelist. A woman, proclaiming the good news of the Messiah to men and 
women. John 4:42 says that they believed because of her words and because they heard for 
themselves. Where would we be without the Samaritan woman, the first evangelist?  

 
What does this pericope say about sharing our stories?  
 
 
What does this pericope tell us about Jesus?  
 
 
 
What does this say about the power of Jesus, the living water? 
 
 
 
How will you move forward knowing all of this?  

 
 
 
 



Day 10  
4:43-5:15 

 
Jesus returns to Cana in Galilee where he performed the first sign, turning water into 

wine at a wedding. A royal official from Capernaum traveled to Galilee to beg Jesus to heal his 
sick son. The fact that he traveled, while his son was close to death, to beg Jesus for healing 
says something about this man. Is it faith or desperation that drives him?  If someone you loved 
dearly was close to death, how likely would you be to leave them? What would compel you to 
leave them?  
 
 

Jesus replied to the royal official, “Unless you people (plural) see ________________ 
 

 and __________________, you will never _____________________.” (NIV) Is Jesus rebuking 
the Galileans? Is he rebuking humanity? Or, is he making a simple, truthful statement about 
human nature?  
 
 

Jesus performs signs and wonders. Jesus heals the royal official’s son. Jesus may be 
rebuking humanity in his statement. He might also be making a simple statement about the 
nature of humanity. Regardless, Jesus performed miracles. This tells me that while Jesus may 
be frustrated, he provided what was necessary for belief. What does this say to us today?  
 
 

In 4:53, the father realized that his son was healed at the exact moment Jesus said he 
was healed. John tells us it was only after he saw his son healed that he believed. This portrait 
proves the frustration of Jesus to be accurate. Our human nature DOES need signs and 
wonders to believe. Faith in the unknown and unseen is hard. If you’ve ever felt like a “bad” 
Christian because you need some outward sign that Jesus is real, know that you are not alone. 
We live on earth separated from the Holy, transcendent God. The Good News is that Jesus 
came to be an immanent presence of the transcendent God; and, he performs physical signs 
and wonders for us as living proof of his presence. What are some signs that Jesus has given 
you so that you would believe in Him?  
 
 
 

The third sign of Jesus occurs at the pool of Bethesda. Disabled people gathered around 
the pool in hopes of healing. Jesus finds a man who has been unable to walk for thirty-eight 
years. That’s quite a long time. Jesus asks him, “DO YOU WANT TO GET WELL?”  
 

Write the question from God located in Genesis 3:9: 
 
Write the question from Jesus located in John 1:37: 



How do the three questions above relate to each other?  
 
Why does Jesus ask the question, “Do you want to get well?”, before healing the man?  
 
 
What is the man’s response? 
 
 
There are always areas of our lives that need healing. Sometimes we are not healed 

because we make excuses. Excuses give us something to hide behind. The core question 
regarding our healing is always do we want to be healed. Have we become too comfortable with 
what ails us? Does our dysfunction serve a purpose in our lives? Do we find excuses that 
prevent our healing? Is our dysfunction easier to manage than the perceived work it will take to 
heal? Do we not know how to be healed?  Why do we NOT want to be healed? Think about an 
area of your life that needs healing and if you really WANT healing or not. If Jesus came to you 
today and asked, “Do you want to get well?, how would you respond? 
 
 
 

Sometimes we desperately want healing and we don’t see healing happening. What is 
Jesus doing in those times?  
 
 
 

Jesus heals. He healed the son of the royal official. He healed the man by the pool of 
Bethesda. Jesus heals. Sometimes we resist the healing hand of Jesus. Sometimes we don’t 
believe he can heal us. Sometimes we think we can heal ourselves, we don’t need Jesus. 
Sometimes we don’t see the healing happening. But, Jesus is always healing. Maybe in those 
times that we don’t see the healing that we want to see, Jesus is healing something deeper 
within us.  
 

Read Matthew 9:20-22. 
 

 Spend some time praying that you would have faith like this woman, believing that just 
one touch from Jesus heals.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


