
Day 11 John 5:16-47  

Jesus has just performed a miraculous healing, at the pool of Bethesda, on the Sabbath. The 
healed man hightailed it to the temple to tell the Jewish leaders that Jesus made him well. The 
Jewish leaders met the healed man with criticism, not joy. Do you think this surprised the healed 
man?  

What do you think was the healed man’s intention in telling the Jewish leaders?  

We begin today’s reading with some fuming Pharisees. The Sabbath is sacred to the Pharisees. 
A sacred day of rest is not a request from God, it is required. From the perspective of the 
Pharisee, Jesus’ work on the Sabbath is cause for persecution. Read Exodus 20:1-8. Why is the 
Sabbath so important to the Pharisees?  

Jesus provides a defense to the Pharisees. He says: 
“_________ Father is ________________ at his work to this very day, and I too am 
___________________” (5:17, NIV).  

Read Genesis 2:2. What did God do on this day?  

John 5:17 and Genesis 2:2 seem to contradict each other. Yet, Scripture is true from beginning 
to end. When Scripture seems to contradict itself, I think we have to ask how both statements 
can be true. Sometimes our vision is limited. Kingdom vision is broader than human vision and 
we must expand our minds to look for greater possibilities. How might God be at rest as stated 
in Genesis and “always at his work” as stated in John?  

Romans 8:28 tells us that God is at work, in all things, for the good of those who love him. If 
God is at work in all things, does that mean He is always working?  

Do you believe God works intimately orchestrating our individual lives in coordination with us or 
do you think God works more transcendently orchestrating the bigger picture for the good of all 
humankind?  

What are the implications for each? Other ideas? Is it possible that both might be true? How?  

Now that our imagination is fully engaged, let’s take a look at why Jesus says MY Father in 
John 5:17. Jesus could have said, “Our Father” or “God”. He didn’t. He sent a clear message to 
the Pharisees. What is the message Jesus was sending?  

Jesus is making a statement about his Sonship. He is the Father’s Son. He has a special 
relationship with the Father. Jesus goes on to say that he can do nothing without the Father. 
The Pharisees think Jesus is equating himself with God. That didn’t go well for Israelites in the 
past, a human equating themselves with God. Pharaoh (Ezk. 29:3), Joash (2 Ch. 24:24), Hiram 
(Ezk. 28:2), and Nebudchadnezzar (Is 14:14), stand under ruinous judgement when they equate 
themselves to God.1 The Pharisees can’t imagine how the One God could be anything but One 
God. Anyone challenging the idea of the One God was charged with blasphemy. Can you see 
why the Pharisees had an issue with Jesus?  



Was Jesus equating himself with God in John 5:16-47? 
Looking closely at verses 19-20, what kind of relationship is represented? How does this 
relationship REVEAL the Father? 
What does the love between the Father and the Son say about God’s nature? What does this 
relationship model for us?  

Verses 39-40 say something about our use of Scripture. Scripture testifies the Truth of Christ 
and is one of the ways to know Him. According to Jesus, is knowing Scripture and knowing 
Jesus the same thing?  

How is knowing the WAY to Jesus different than knowing Jesus? What is required for the latter?  

How well do you know Scripture? How well do you know Jesus?  

How does John 5:16-47 guide us in our relationship with Christ?  

1 Carson, 249.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 12 John 6:1-21  

In today’s reading, we see Jesus perform a miracle for the masses. This is the only miracle 
recorded in all four Gospels. It is significant. Jesus seems to have a predicament. A great crowd 
of people is now following him. John says people are following Jesus because:  

The signs and miracles are beginning to draw large crowds. The crowds are curious. Wouldn’t 
you be, too? If you heard about a man that claimed to be the Son of God, sent by God, and he 
was performing massive miracles, would you be curious? Or, would you think he was crazy? 
Would you want to go see him? Or, would you write it off as insanity and move along? What 
would draw you in if Jesus came to earth today?  

Large crowds begin to gather around Jesus. Apparently Jesus feels the need to feed the 
people.  

Why does he feel this need? 
Is there anything in the text that reveals why there is a need to feed the people? Read Mark 
6:33-35. What does Mark say about the need to feed the people?  

The disciple, Andrew, finds a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish. The barley 
loaves were like small flat breads, probably the size of large crackers. John distinguishes them 
as made of barley for a reason. Barley was a rougher grain and more affordable for the poor.2 

The two fish were likely pickled sardines.3 It was a small lunch for a small boy. Jesus took what 
was meant to be meager and multiplied it for the masses. Jesus said that he multiplied the meal 
to the extent that everyone had as much as ________________ _______________. (John 6:11, 
NIV)  

What does this tell us about Jesus?  

John is describing the Lord’s profuse providence. The theology of abundance thinks of God as 
one who provides lavishly. God always provides.  

Read Jeremiah 31:14. God’s people will be filled with ________ ______________. Read 
Matthew 6:25-34. How does God clothe the flowers?  

2 Carson, 270. 3 Carson, 270.  

 

How does God promise to clothe us? 
Read Exodus 16:11- 34. What does this say about God’s providence? What does this say about 
God’s abundance?  

The theology of scarcity says the opposite of the theology of abundance. The theology of 
scarcity thinks of God as limited in His providence. The theology of scarcity says that God does 
not always provide what is needed.  



Can you think of a time in your life that God did not provide what you needed? Do you tend to 
operate out of a theology of abundance or a theology of scarcity? What circumstances in your 
life has led you to this way of thinking about God?  

In 6:12, Jesus instructs the disciples to gather all of the leftovers. Read that again. Five small 
loaves, two small fish, and Jesus provided enough food for well over 5,000 people. And, there 
were left overs. What does this say about Christ’s ability to provide with abundance?  

Jesus also says, in 6:12, “Let ___________________ be wasted”(NIV). Grab onto this for a 
minute. Jesus wastes nothing. Jesus wastes nothing in your life. Nothing. All of it will be used. 
Your life is a woven tapestry of threads and not a single thread is without purpose. Read 
Romans 8:28. What is the promise of God?  

After the people saw the miraculous sign of providence and abundance, they began to say, 
“Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.”  

Read Deuteronomy 18:15-21. The Israelites would know this word from God by heart. How 
does this word from God affirm Christ as the awaited Prophet?  

At the end of the reading today, Jesus walks on water to the disciples. They freak out. Wouldn’t 
you? Once Jesus is in the boat, the boat “immediately” reaches the shore. What does this say 
about the way Jesus provides?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 13 John 6:22-58  

Yesterday’s reading lays a firm foundation for our study today. Jesus has large crowds of 
people following him. A college football stadium full of people, maybe more. Jesus miraculously 
feeds the monumental masses. He and the disciples try to get a little break from the crowds as 
they set off in a boat to the other side of the lake. The crowds chase them. The crowds find 
them.  

Place yourself in the sandals of Jesus for a minute. You’ve been speaking to this substantial 
pack of people for days. Your mouth is parched. You’ve extroverted far more than you care to 
extrovert. You just need a little time alone. You get in a boat hoping for a break. The crowds are 
relentless and follow you everywhere you go. How does this feel as a human?  

The hoards of people are curious, not yet following Jesus out of obedience or a desire to 
become a disciple. In 6:26, Jesus says the crowds are following him because:  

Which context most closely describes why you are following Jesus? Do you genuinely and 
obediently want to become a disciple of Christ? Or, are you following Jesus because of what he 
can do for you?  

How do these two contexts differ?  

Jesus tells the Israelites not to work for “food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal 
life.” We have physical needs as humans living in a physical world. We hunger. We thirst. We 
must be clothed. We must work to provide for our physical needs. Is Jesus really telling us not 
to work?  

I think what Jesus is saying here is to keep things in perspective. We must work to feed our 
hunger and thirst. We have material needs. But, those material needs should not drive our 
existence. Material things are temporal and should be treated as such. Our culture has 
convinced us that the material is more important than the eternal. It’s so easy to cling to the 
material as if it matters more than the eternal. I think all of us struggle, in one way or another, 
with the desire for the material things. What material things are you attracted to?  

How does the desire for material things interrupt your relationship with Jesus? How much time 
do you spend working for material things each week? 
How much time do you spend with Jesus each week?  

The people ask Jesus, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” The apostle Paul says 
a little something about this in his letter to the Ephesians. Read Ephesians 2:8-9. It is by 
_________________ that we are saved, not by ________________. We can’t work our way 
into the Kingdom. We can’t work ourselves into God loving us anymore than He already does. 
We can’t work our way into more approval. Grace saves us through faith in Christ. Period. And, 
grace is a gift from God.  

Christ Jesus created good works for us to do. The good works spring forth from our faith in 
Christ. As a disciple conforming to Christ, good works will pour from you out of that relationship. 
Good works do not precede your salvation. Good works are the result of your salvation. Do you 
see the difference? How would you describe the difference differently than I have?  



In John 6:29, Jesus answers “The work of God is this:  

We better get to work believing. Our work is to believe God. Not believing IN God, but believing 
God. Believe His Word. Believe He will do what He says He will do. Believe God is who He says 
He is.4 Read Romans 4:1-3,13,16,18 and 5:1-2. What does Paul say about having faith and 
belief in God?  

The Israelites refer to the manna that their ancestors ate. Read Exodus 16:11-34. How is Jesus 
like this bread from heaven?  

Jesus says,”Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them” (John 
6:56, NIV). Later in John 15:4, Jesus will instruct us to remain in him. Tying these two things 
together, can you see how the celebration of the Eucharist is crucial to the body of Christ? The 
Eucharist is not a requirement for salvation. But, the Eucharist celebrates our communion with 
Christ and our communion with each other in such a way that we are united by the Holy Spirit in 
the Feast. By eating the Body and drinking the Blood, we are bound to Christ. We remain in 
him. Routinely and regularly, we feed on Christ to sustain us. Individually and communally, we 
remain bound to Christ through the Eucharist. We celebrate Christ in the Eucharist. We affirm 
our faith and belief in the Eucharist. The Eucharist feeds us and sustains us. This is the Bread 
of Life, the lasting, eternal Kingdom life.  

4 Moore, Believing God, 43.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 14 
John 6:59-71 and 7:1-13  

Jesus is busy teaching the Hebrew people in the synagogue using metaphorical language so 
that they will understand he is like manna to them, bread that descended from heaven. Jesus is 
hoping they understand that he is sent by God to deliver eternal life. Interestingly, the concept is 
not any easier for them to grasp than it is for us. You might think it would be since Jesus is with 
them in the flesh. But, he looks different than the Messiah they made in their minds. Jesus is 
trying to overcome obstacles of set expectations.  

In today’s reading, Jesus has another obstacle. Some of his own disciples objected to his 
teaching. The very men that followed him from the beginning start to grumble. The very men 
that watched Jesus execute supernatural signs start to fall back from following him. Jesus 
admits that he is teaching a hard concept. How do you react when a deeper, harder lesson 
presents itself in your life? Are you likely to fall back or charge forward?  

I’ve recently been thinking about our resistance to the hard lessons in life. No one likes the pain 
of being pruned, cut back. No one likes the pain of being sifted for refinement. Life lessons are 
often painful procedures with a process. We resist pain. Do you think some of the disciples are 
falling back because they sense some pain is coming?  

Read Matthew 16:24. How do you think this relates to what is happening in this week’s reading?  

John says that Jesus knew from the beginning who would betray him. Yet, he encouraged them 
to follow him anyway. How did Jesus know who would betray him? Why would he invite future 
betrayers to follow him? What does this say about Jesus?  

Have you ever been betrayed by someone you trusted deeply? Have you ever betrayed 
someone that trusted you? Why is betrayal such a special kind of pain?  

Jesus invited betrayers to follow him. I can’t possibly know the mind of Christ. But, this does 
invite me to consider what kind of human he was. He hoped for people. Jesus really, deeply, 
invested in hope. The hope of Jesus was based in faith and knowledge of what was possible 
when people followed him. The hope of Jesus is based in faith and knowledge of what is 
possible when we follow him. Jesus has hope that transfers to our own hope. How is it that the 
hope of Jesus transfers to our hope? How does your hope in the faith and knowledge of what is 
possible when we follow Jesus sustain you?  

When Jesus asks the Twelve, the inner disciples, if they want to leave, what is Jesus really 
asking them? I think he’s asking them to consider if they are willing to stick with him through 
tough times ahead. He’s giving them a bit of a warning. The caution sign says, “Rocky Road 
Ahead.” What is Peter’s response to Jesus?  

Peter replies, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” Essentially, Peter is saying they don’t 
have a choice. Once you know the truth, you can’t turn back. Going backward is no longer an 
option.  

When I was in high school, my youth minister used to say that we couldn’t sit on the fence. A 
choice had to be made. You either believed Jesus and would follow Him, or you didn’t and you 



wouldn’t. I think that’s what Peter is saying. Peter holds in the core of his being the Truth of 
Jesus. He doesn’t have a choice. There is now choice. Following Jesus is the only thing that 
makes sense to him. Nothing else matters.  

Discipleship is a process that involves forming ourselves to the likeness of Christ. As we follow 
Christ more closely, we become more like Him. If you had to place yourself on a continuum of 
discipleship reflected in today’s reading, where would you put yourself?  

I’m not quite sure I’m with Peter. Jesus is necessary________________I’m on the fence 
______________There’s no choice. for life.I could turn back at Jesus is truly Life. any moment.  

Are you happy with where you placed yourself on the continuum? If you aren’t, what will you 
do?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 15 John 7:14-44  

Jesus travels in secret to the Festival of Tabernacles. The Festival of Tabernacles was the 
Jewish celebration commemorating God’s bounty in harvest and God’s provision during the 
wilderness wandering. At the festival, the Jewish leaders are watching for Jesus. Up to this 
point, what has Jesus done to put them on high alert?  

Jesus has performed miracles. He healed a man on the Sabbath. Masses of Jewish people are 
following him. When thousands of people follow someone to hear their teaching, people notice. 
Leaders don’t like it when their people fall away and follow someone else. Shepherds don’t like 
it when their sheep turn away from the pack. The Jewish leaders saw whole packs of people 
being persuaded by Jesus. This alarmed them.  

Halfway through the festival, Jesus went into the temple courts and taught. John says the Jews 
were _________________. (7:14) Why is this the reaction of the Jews in the temple?  

Jesus was a carpenter's son. He would have been educated in Torah as a small boy. But, he 
would not have received the higher education under a Rabbi. Families that could afford for their 
sons to learn instead of work sent their boys onto higher education. The working class needed 
their sons to start earning money in early adolescence. Working class boys usually apprenticed 
and learned their father’s trade. This is who Jesus was. Jesus was a carpenter, trained by his 
father. Jesus did not learn under a Rabbi. Yet, the wisdom of Jesus is unmatched.  

What does Jesus say about his teaching? 
What does Jesus say about people who speak to gain personal glory? Can you easily recognize 
the difference between the two?  

I think it is important to know who is teaching you. It is so important to know that when you place 
yourself under someone’s authoritative knowledge, they have placed themselves as faithfully as 
possible under Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Part of what the Jewish leaders are concerned 
about is the possibility of false teaching.  

Jesus brought up some interesting questions in verses 19 and 20. 
1- Has _________________ not given you the law? Yet NOT ONE of you keeps the  

____________. 
2- Why are you trying to ______________ me? 
First, turn to Exodus 32:16 and Deuteronomy 10:4. Who WROTE the law?  

Moses was the delivery method. Moses was a vessel. God wrote the law. God delivered his 
word through Moses. Jews understand the role of Moses in their story. Perhaps Jesus is using 
Moses here to help them see the role of Jesus in their story. Jesus is the Word of God delivered 
to God’s people.  

More than that, what other point is Jesus making?  

Turn to Exodus 20:13. It says, “You shall not _________________.” (NIV) Jesus is shining a 
spotlight on the Jewish leaders. The law says not to murder. The Pharisees are highly bound to 
the law to the point of being the enforcers of it. Yet, they plot to kill Jesus. Interesting to 
consider. How often do we, as “religious people”, say we are law abiding yet not follow the law? 



How often do we say we are righteous, yet act unrighteously? How often do we kid ourselves 
and hide behind religion?  

The crowd is confused. They ask, “Who is trying to kill you?” Jesus knows something they don’t 
know. How does Jesus know that someone is trying to kill him?  

Why does Jesus present this to the people?  

Verse 24 is a critical hinge in this pericope. Jesus says, “ Stop judging by mere 
________________, but instead judge ________________.”(NIV). As Christ followers, this is so 
important for us to remember. So often, I think we judge based on outward appearance. We 
can’t see past the outside into the inside. On many levels, this is true. The spirit of the law is 
what forms the letter of the law. Jesus demands moral discernment. He is asking the Jewish 
people to use deeper discernment. He asks us to do the same.  

On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus delivers a great proclamation. He says, “Let 
anyone who is ________________ come to me and drink” (NIV). Turn to Isaiah 55:1. As God 
summons the exiles to return to restoration, what does God say through the prophet Isaiah?  

How does this summoning in Isaiah 55:1 mirror what Jesus is saying to the Jewish people at the 
Festival of Tabernacles, the celebration of God’s bounty and provision?  

What does Jesus mean when he says, “Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of 
living water will flow within them.”?  

Do you feel like rivers of living water flow through you? How? If not, what do you think is 
damming the flow?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 16 John 7:45-8:11  

The temple guards were instructed by the Pharisees to arrest Jesus. (7:32) The guards arrive to 
the chief priests and Pharisees without Jesus in hand. They are in hot water. What do the 
guards say is the reason for not arresting Jesus?  

The chief priests and Pharisees are supremely bent out of shape. Things are not going their 
way. Something is blocking their authority and they don’t like it one bit. The Pharisees and chief 
priests surmise that it is false charisma that attracts people to Jesus. The power of false 
charisma is real. They believe the masses are following Jesus out of ignorance. After all, the 
Pharisees know the law. They are the educated ones. The Pharisees place their knowledge and 
education over the spiritual revelations transpiring in the people. This strikes me as a particular 
caution to us as Christians. Knowledge and wisdom are important. Spiritual revelations in 
people are also important. We must hold both in our hands as we quest to understand the 
Kingdom of God. The Pharisees ignore the deeper stirrings of the Spirit.  

One of the Pharisees stands with courage among his peers and protects Jesus. Which Pharisee 
shields Jesus ?  

Glance back at the third chapter of John, how has Nicodemus progressed in understanding 
Jesus?  

The Pharisees, most knowledgeable in the law, are not following the law. Nicodemus stands for 
Jesus to show the Pharisees the hypocrisy of their actions. The law says that a man should 
have a hearing before arrest. The Pharisees intend to arrest Jesus before he has a hearing. 
They are so angry, they aren’t keeping with the law. The Pharisees are allowing their emotions 
to rule their actions, not their logic. How human of them. What does this say about humanity?  

Can you think of a time when you allowed your emotions to rule your actions over your logic? 
How did that turn out in the end?  

Chapter 8 begins with a public shaming. Jesus is, once again, teaching. He does that a lot. The 
Pharisees, being the law enforcers, drag a woman caught in adultery into the temple courts 
where Jesus is teaching. I’ve always wondered why they didn’t bring the man, too. Weren’t they 
both to blame? Read Genesis 3:6-8. Eve is always blamed for the fall. Where is the man in the 
story of the fall? What are the similarities between the two stories?  

In yesterday’s reading, Jesus pointed out the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. He had already invited 
them into a deeper discernment regarding the law. Yet, here they are again condemning based 
on the letter of the law. What is Jesus’ response to the Pharisees who present the woman?  

How do the Pharisees react to the response of Jesus? Why? Why do you think it’s the older 
who leave first?  

Can you imagine how the woman felt? The embarrassment, humiliation, and shame she must 
have suffered sits heavy in my heart. To be so publicly naked and called out in her community is 
something many of us can’t comprehend. Or, can we? Have you ever experienced a public 
embarrassment? What was that like for you?  



Jesus rescues this woman. How do you think she felt when her life was spared by Jesus? He is 
literally her savior. Her life and her soul are saved. Read John 3:17 again and remind yourself 
what Jesus is all about. All of that shame from condemnation can be given to Jesus. Throw it 
upon him and be saved.  

Jesus, thank you that you have come to save us, not condemn us. Thank you for offering a new 
way, a new life. Thank you that we have the opportunity to turn in a different direction and chase 
after the abundant life designed for us. We ask that you continue to guide us deeper into your 
rescue. We ask for the courage to receive your offer so that we will walk in your ways. Grant us 
strength as we confront the Pharisees in our own lives. Grant us grace so that we do not 
become Pharisees for others. Grant us love as we encounter those who have wandered away 
from you. Grant us faith enough to confront our own shame. We offer you our most vulnerable 
selves. In humble supplication, we ask that you wash us clean of condemnation and send us 
forth into new life. Amen.  

 


