
 

Day 17 

John 8:12-59 

In this pericope of Scripture we read today, Jesus is proclaiming, once again, that He is the light 
of the world and the light of life. The Pharisees use the very words of Jesus, spoken in John 
5:31, against him. Read John 5:31 again. Then read John 5:19-24 again. What are the 
similarities between John 5:19-24 and John 8:14-18?  

Jesus is repeating the same ideas in different words. The Pharisees just can’t see what is right 
in front of them. They are looking for the literal and Jesus is speaking in the eternal. Remember, 
the Pharisees are trained to be concrete, critical thinkers. Their education has been to know and 
mind the letter of the law. The shift in thinking from critical to ethereal is not easy. Think about 
your own mindset for a minute. Are you more of a concrete or abstract thinker?  

What is easier for you to grasp: logical and sequential or creative and intangible?  

How you think will impact how you read Scripture and how you approach Jesus. The Pharisees 
have a hard time grasping the celestial ideas that Jesus is professing. Their mindset is getting in 
the way. They are also judging Jesus by human standards. The Pharisees, it seems, have 
gotten so caught up in the letter of the law that they have lost connection with God, or YHWH. 
The religious leaders have put the religion before God. This is why Jesus says, “You do not 
know me or my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” In what ways have 
you seen the rules of religion inhibit your relationship with God?  

Jesus cuts straight to the point of our problem in understanding His message. He says, “You are 
from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world” (8:23). I can’t think of 
anything more true. We exist physically in the world. We move day to day in the physical realm. 
We have physical needs and necessities. Sometimes the things right in front of us seem so 
pressing, it is hard to see beyond them. Our physical world, though, is just the beginning. Our 
physical world provides portals to see God’s Kingdom orchestrations. Often, we ask, “Why is 
this happening to me?” If you peer through God’s Kingdom portal, you might see the deeper 
things God wants you to learn. We are from below. But, Jesus calls us to look above and 
beyond. Can you think of a time when you saw a deeper truth of God’s orchestrations in the 
midst of a very physical, worldly problem?  

We will never understand the fullness of Christ if we apply worldly logic to the Truth of Christ. 
The Truth of Christ exists beyond what we see in this world. God calls us into looking deeper. 
God’s orchestrations are all around us but the knowledge of our brains will not lend the  

vision necessary to see them. Jesus says, “..if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed 
die in your sins” (8:24). Read Exodus 3:13-14. How does God name himself to Moses?  

Read Isaiah 43:10. What is God saying in this passage of Scripture?  



When Jesus says, “I am he”, He is equating himself with God. He’s using the very words of God 
to define himself. Keeping that in mind, search the “I am” statements of Jesus in the following 
verses and finish the sentences:  

John 6:35 I am the ______________ ______ ___________ 
John 8:12 I am the ____________ ______ _______ ______________ 
John 9:5 I am the _____________ _______ ________ _____________ 
John 10:11 I am the ______________ ___________________ 
John 11:25 I am the ___________________ and the ______________ 
John 14:6 I am the ___________ the _______________ and the ______________ John 15:1 I 
am the ______________ ______________  

Now, peering through the portal into Kingdom vision, think past the metaphorical use of each “I 
am” statement. Go back and think about how each statement reflects Jesus as God. Write 
below each statement the deeper revelation of what Jesus means to us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 18 

John 9:1-12 

Chapter 8 ended with the Pharisees picking up stones to stone Jesus. Jesus is claiming to be 
one with the Father and the Pharisees insist this is blasphemy. As Christians, we know the end 
of the story and the Truth. For just a minute, place yourself in the Pharisees shoes. If someone 
came along today and said they were one with the Father and they were God, would you 
consider them blasphemous? The Pharisees respond to Jesus in this way,”The only Father we 
have is God himself ”(8:41). Jesus later proclaims, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. 
My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me”(8:54). Jesus, himself, 
says that his own glory is for nothing. His glory is God’s glory. All he is doing is for the Lord. 
How is this instructional for us?  

Jesus brings glory to the Father and the Father glorifies Jesus. Glory is flowing from one to the 
other. Glory flows. As humans, we often want to hold onto glory. We want glory to remain and 
reside within us. But, glory is meant to flow. We are not meant to hoard glory for ourselves. We 
are not to be human glory hoarders. It belongs to God. In what ways do you try to hold onto 
glory for yourself?  

This brings us to today’s reading. Jesus discovers a man born that was born blind. The disciples 
ask a very interesting question. What do they ask in 9:2?  

In the ancient age, people believed that disability and disfigurement were signs of sin. The 
disciples ask who sinned to cause the blindness. Think for a minute about your own beliefs 
regarding disability. When you are stuck in a hard place and unable (disabled) to do something, 
what is your first response? What about when things aren’t going your way? Are you likely to 
ask God, “Why am I being punished?” Or, “What did I do wrong?” What are your first questions 
in times of suffering?  

Jesus says that the disability is not a result of sin. Let that soak into your soul. Your inabilities 
and weaknesses are not a result of sin. What does Jesus say is the purpose of disability or 
inability in 9:3-4?  

God’s glory. It is all about God’s glory. Jesus, once again, proclaims, “I am the light of the 
world.” Then, he heals the blind man. How does the blind man’s healing give physical proof the 
truth that Jesus is proclaiming, that He is the light of the world?  

Jesus, as the light, brings the blind man out of darkness and into the light. The blind man sees. 
Jesus does the same for us. He heals our blindness and brings us into the light. People will turn 
away from healing. They will turn away from the light. Sometimes, when we have been living in 
darkness, the light is too bright. Think about turning on a bright light in the middle of the night 
when you have been sleeping. The light hurts your eyes. What is your first reaction to a bright 
light when you have been in darkness? Do you squint and gradually get used to the light? Do 
you rush to turn the light off? What is your reaction when you’ve been in darkness and someone 
flips on a bright light?  

Jesus flips on the bright light of hope in the world. Some cannot handle the brightness. To 
some, the light is irritating. Have you ever been in a merry mood and encountered a 
cantankerous creature that couldn’t embrace your joy? How does that feel? I bet,that’s how 



Jesus felt a lot. Jesus is Joy among the lost. Think for a minute about which person you tend to 
be. Are you generally more merry and joyful? Or, are you generally more grouchy and 
cantankerous? Do you sunny people encourage you or irritate you?  

Jesus could have touched the man and healed him. We see Jesus heal with and without touch 
in several other places in Scripture. But, Jesus made mud with his saliva and the dirt on the 
ground (9:6). Jesus placed the mud on the man and healed him. Do you find some significance 
in Jesus using the mud from the ground?  

Read Genesis 2:7. By using dirt from the ground, could Jesus be calling us to remember how 
life was formed? Could Jesus be saying, by using the essence of life in the healing, that he 
gives new life? What else could Jesus be telling us by using the mud?  

Jesus is the light of the world that brings new life by healing. When we choose to turn toward 
the light, we find real and abundant life. We know this, and, yet we so often want to stay in our 
darkness. Why do we resist the light of Christ?  

Spend some time thinking about what makes you ready to turn toward the light of Christ. When 
in the past have you been in darkness and tired of it? What did it take for you to walk toward the 
light? Was it hard at first? Or, were you so desperate for light that you ran toward it?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 19 

John 9:13-41 

Once again, the Pharisees are seething mad about a healing happening on the Sabbath. They 
claim that Jesus is not from God because He doesn’t keep Sabbath. Some of the Pharisees 
step forward and call to question how a person who is not from God can perform miracles of 
healing. The Pharisees are trying to figure Jesus out. Remember, Moses is their savior and they 
are waiting for a Messiah that looks very different than Jesus looks. Some of them, at least, now 
begin to look deeper.  

Read Isaiah 29:17-19, Isaiah 35:3-5 and Isaiah 42:6-7. In all three of these passages, what 
does the Lord promise will happen in the messianic age?  

One of the signs of an approaching messianic age is the restoration of sight to the blind.1 The 
prophet Isaiah proclaims God’s truth that the Messiah will bring sight. The Pharisees know the 
Hebrew Bible better than anyone. They know the words of the prophet Isaiah. Yet, they cannot 
see that this miracle of restoring sight to a man born blind could be a messianic act. The 
Pharisees are, ironically, blind to the miracle of sight restoration. In verse 41, Jesus calls the 
Pharisees to the mat. What is Jesus saying the Pharisees who cannot see that He is the 
Messiah?  

Let’s take just a few steps backward in the pericope and look at the blind man’s parents for a 
minute or two. The Pharisees interrogate the parents wanting to know if the man was, in fact, 
born blind. The Pharisees are searching for any facts that will falsify the work of Jesus. The 
parents are scared. What are they scared of?  

The parents are scared of the Jewish leaders and being excommunicated from the local 
synagogue. The Pharisees had that kind of power. They could expel people from the church 
community. Can you imagine what that might be like? What if your priest had that kind of 
power? Would you be inclined to agree with them? The parents are scared of losing their 
community and probably more. The parents of the healed man know, without a doubt, that 
something miraculous happened. Their son was blind and he is no longer. They know. But, they 
can’t courageously step forth in Truth. Fear forges a wedge in their own ability to proclaim truth 
and in their relationship with their son. How do you think he feels when they can’t step forward 
in faith and support him?  

The healed man, on the opposite side of the continuum, proclaims that Jesus is a prophet. He 
doesn’t know, yet, what Jesus is other than a prophet. But, he knows that Jesus is from God 
because he healed him. In the son, we see courage to claim truth. Physically and spiritually his 
eyes were opened and it is significant.  

1 Carson, 375.  

 

Glance back at John 5:1-15 again. Remember the healed man on the mat? How are the two 
stories similar? How do the two stories differ? In which story does the healed person go and tell 
the Pharisees? In which story do the Pharisees seek out the healed person?  



In 9:34, what do the Pharisees say to the man healed of his blindness? Read 9:2 again. What 
do the disciples ask Jesus?  

Read 9:18-20 again. In this portion of the reading, the Pharisees are interrogating the parents 
about the man’s condition. Surely, they presume, he could not have been born blind. Surely he 
was not healed of a condition present from birth. Yet, in 9:34, they admit that the man was born 
blind by saying he was steeped in sin at birth. The Pharisees are so blind, they cannot see their 
own hypocrisy. Let’s not be like the Pharisees.  

In 9:34, what do the Pharisees do to the healed man?  

Hearing that the healed man was kicked out of the synagogue, Jesus goes to him. Jesus find 
him. What happens?  

Jesus is worth courageous claims. We have been blind. Jesus restores our sight and brings 
new life. When Jesus brings spiritual sight, we can proclaim that he is Savior. Jesus heals us. 
Jesus comes to us. Jesus finds us. Jesus asks, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Do you?  

Lord Jesus, you are the Lord of Light. You bring light into the darkness. You bring sight to the 
blind. Open our eyes to all of the ways that you are Messiah and Savior in our lives. May we 
step out in boldness and proclaim your miracles. Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 20 
John 10:1-21 

*This is a long lesson. You may need to revisit this one over a few days.* 

In yesterday’s reading, we examined the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. They interrogated the 
parents regarding their son’s blindness, and, then they hurled insults at the man claiming he 
was steeped in sin from birth because of his blindness. It makes me want to say to the 
Pharisees, “So, meany heads, which is it? Do you believe he was blind and healed or not?” The 
Pharisees are bullies. Their leadership style is authoritative with an iron fist. While I can offer a 
certain amount of grace as to why they lead in this way, chapter nine of John’s Gospel makes 
me want to stand up to them and support this family. How about you?  

Today, we move onto Jesus describing an entirely different kind of leadership in chapter 10. 
Jesus describes himself in different ways. Look at the following verses for how Jesus describes 
himself:  

John 10:7 “I am the ________________” 
John 10:9 “I am the ________________” 
John 10:9 “whoever enters through ___________ will be _______________” (NIV), John 10:9 
by looking at this verse we can understand Jesus is our _________________ John 10:11 “I am 
the ______________ _______________.” 
John 10:14 “I am the ______________ _________________.”  

Think about the way we’ve seen the Pharisees lead in John’s Gospel up to this point versus 
how Jesus describes the way he leads in chapter 10. List the differences below:  

Pharisees:  

Jesus:  

The image of the shepherd caring for his sheep is a sweet one. In ancient Palestine, shepherds 
led the sheep, he did not drive them.1 The sheep followed the shepherd. The sheep knew the 
shepherd’s voice and only followed their leader. I always get a little lump in my throat thinking 
about that. When Jesus calls to me, do I know His voice well enough to follow? How about you, 
when Jesus calls, do you know His voice well enough to follow Him?  

Let’s take a closer look at how a shepherd leads his sheep. Read Psalm 23. Then, look at each 
line of the Psalm from a shepherd’s perspective. Phillip Keller, in A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23
, provides revelatory insight into what the Psalmist wants us to know.  

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.”  

1- You can only have one shepherd in your life. Jesus says in Matthew 6:24 that we can only 
have one master. Is Jesus truly and always your shepherd? Or, do you allow other things to 
lead you in life? Safety, Accomplishment, Control, Money, Knowledge, Popularity, Adventure, 
Appearance? Be honest with yourself for a minute and think about what gets most of your 
attention. Is it Jesus, your shepherd? Or, is it something else? Do you truly believe that Jesus 
provides all of your needs and you lack nothing with Him as your leader?  



“He makes me lie down in green pastures,”  

2- It is the shepherd’s presence that allows the sheep to lie down and rest. A good leader 
protects the sheep from harmful outside influences.2 Nothing can replace the comfort found in 
the protection of the shepherd. For Christians, nothing can replace Christ’s presence.3 

Contentment comes from Christ alone. With eyes focused on Christ, nothing else matters and 
rest comes. Too often, we look around at the other sheep and think we must measure up to 
them. Comparison kills contentment. What else kills your contentment?  

“He leads me beside quiet waters”  

3- A shepherd leads his sheep to water. We require water for life. Our souls thirst for living 
water. Jesus says He is the living water. Drinking for the sake of our souls requires drinking in 
Christ. How much water does your physical body require in a day? How much water does your 
spiritual body require in a day? Routinely and regularly, we must let Jesus guide us into His 
living waters. Scripture, Prayer, and Christ’s Presence lead us to the living, quiet waters. How 
often do you drink in the living water of Christ?  

1 NIV study notes. 
2 Phillip Keller, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, 24. 3 Keller, 26.  

 

“He refreshes my soul”  

4- A shepherd moves the sheep to keep them active. It is easy to get lazy in our walk with 
Christ. We open the same devotional every morning. We read the same comfortable Scripture 
passages. We get too comfortable and think we’ve “made it” and there isn’t any further to go. 
Spiritual pride will trip someone up in the grandest of ways. Our souls are constantly growing. 
As Christians, we will never reach our fullest potential outside of walking with Christ. And, our 
walking with Christ is an ongoing, ever evolving journey. Christ constantly renews us as we walk 
in life and love. Christ sets before us new adventures with Him so we stay fresh in our faith. 
What new way might Christ be setting before you as a way to refresh your faith?  

“He guides me along right paths for his name’s sake”  

5- The shepherd guides the sheep along planned paths. Sheep are notorious for walking the 
same trails and grazing the same spaces until the land is wasted.4 Stuck in ruts, the sheep 
become sickly. The shepherd safeguards the sheep as he leads them along new paths. Moving 
the sheep, for their health, dominates a shepherd’s attention.5 Christ does the same for us. 
Stuck in ruts, we become sickly. Driving our own paths, we become dissatisfied. As humans, we 
tend toward self-determination and self-glory. Our paths often produce pride for ourselves. 
Christ leads us along planned paths for robust health. The most content Christians move along 
Christ’s paths to bring Christ glory. When we find Christ’s paths, we find contentment. Are you 
prone to self-determination of your future or Christ’s determination of your future? Are you 
striving for something for your own sake or for Christ’s sake? Do you make a plan and pray for 
Christ to confirm it? Or, do you seek Christ’s way into a plan for your future?  

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley”  



6- The language of the Psalm, beginning with this verse, turns to the personal. Up until now, we 
have focused on the shepherd’s actions. Now, we look at our personal place as we engage the 
shepherd. Christ’s paths, necessarily, will lead us into trials. The journey that strengthens the 
soul requires hardship. The road might become rocky and unstable. The path might lead to low 
lying lands where the sun may not shine. On valley floors, predators prey, flash floods and 
sudden storms send rushing water, and temperatures can change in an instant.6 The valley floor 
can be a dangerous place to stay. But, the valley floor also offers grassy glades and glorious 
meadows.7 We will walk through dark valleys. The good news is that we walk through it. We 
don’t stay there. The valley is a place we visit on the way to higher ground. What dark valleys 
have you walked through? Having traveled out of the dark valleys, can you see how time in the 
valley strengthened your soul? How?  

4 Keller, 61. 5 Keller, 64. 6 Keller,81. 7 Keller, 80.  

 

“I will fear no evil, for you are with me”  

7- Often, in the valleys of life, we find that Christ is closest to us. We feel Christ’s presence more 
immanently. I often wonder if it is fear that turns us toward the comfort of Christ. Or, does Christ 
rush to us, like a mother who comforts a child in pain? Maybe it is both? With Christ in our 
midst, we have nothing to fear. Neither death nor life, neither the present nor the future, neither 
the heights nor the depths, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.8 Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. 
However, we can choose to separate ourselves from the contentment found in C hrist. What is it 
that you fear? In what ways do you let that fear separate you from contentment found in Christ?  

“Your rod and your staff, they comfort me”  

8- The shepherd’s rod and staff are the equipment of authority. The rod is an extension of the 
shepherd’s right arm and is a symbol of strength, power, and authority.9 In the Old Testament, 
God manifests miracles through Moses’ rod. The will of God extends through the rod. For the 
shepherd, the rod is also an instrument of examination. The shepherd uses the rod to inspect 
the wool of each sheep. He intimately and lovingly spreads the fleece to look for disease.10 And, 
the rod is an instrument of protection for the shepherd and the sheep. The shepherd’s staff is 
used for the care and management of sheep alone. Only sheep are guided by a shepherd with a 
staff. The staff is an extension of comfort. Sometimes a shepherd will hold the staff against a 
sheep to communicate a special touch as if to say, “We are connected.”11 God’s strength, 
power, and authority is found in God’s Word. God’s Word guides, examines, and protects us. 
God’s staff comforts us. His presence, through the Holy Spirit, reaches to us and 
communicates, “We are connected.” In what ways do you find Scripture guides, examines, and 
protects you? How do you see Christ using His rod and staff to bring you comfort?  

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.”  

9- In the Spring, the shepherd goes before the sheep to prepare the mesas, or tables, for their 
sheep.12 They clear out harmful plants that might kill the sheep. They clean out leaves, mud, 
and debris from watering holes. The shepherd’s prepare the places where the sheep will roam. 
Jesus prepares the table for us. He has gone before us to prepare the way and to protect us 



from anything that might harm us. Christ clears the way and sets the table for us. The 
communion table is a feast of thanksgiving for Christ. How do you see that Christ has gone 
before you and prepared a way for you?  

8 Romans 8:37-39. 9 Keller, 86. 
10 Keller, 90. 
11 Keller, 95.  
12 Keller, 99-101.  

“You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.”  

10- In the summer months, flies swarm and circle sheep and cause irritations.The shepherd 
anoints the sheep’s head with oil to combat aggravations from flies.13 Shepherds also dip their 
sheep in oils to prevent a disease called “scab” which is spread when sheep rub their heads 
together.14 Anointing sheep heads in oil keeps them calm and disease free. The worries of the 
world are held at bay through oils. Christ anoints our heads with oil to bring peace and to keep 
us disease free, also. In the Episcopal baptismal service, the priest anoints the head with oil to 
mark the person as Christ’s own, forever. The Sacrament of Unction, anointing the head with oil, 
marks the Christian as separate from the world. The anointing calms the irritations of the world 
and protects us from the dis-ease of the world. Our Shepherd poured out His life for us so that 
we would rise from this world. Christ’s cup is His life, poured out for us. We accept the cup of 
Christ’s life and love. From it, love flows into our lives and we flow into other’s lives. The flow of 
Christ’s love is spread to others as we form community in Christ. When you think of drinking the 
cup at the Eucharist, do you think of ingesting Christ, to be filled to overflowing, so as to share 
the joy of Christ with others?  

“Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life”  

11- Being led by the careful shepherd down treacherous paths, into dark valleys, and up the 
mountain mesas, the sheep thrive. The shepherd guides and the sheep trust. In goodness and 
love, the shepherd and sheep share a common union. Our Shepherd guides and we trust. A 
common union is formed. All the days of our lives, His mercy and love flow from us. Whether we 
are atop the mountain mesa or in the dark valley, Christ leads us in love. The love of Christ, 
flowing from us, is following behind us as we walk in the ways of Christ. Are you a cup of 
overflowing mercy and love for others? Or, is your mercy and love flow blocked somewhere?  

“And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  

12- The sheep are so sure of their care, so content with their shepherd, they can’t even consider 
dwelling anywhere else. They happily abide under the authority of the shepherd who has 
lovingly guided, protected, and provided for them. The shepherd is so enamoured with his 
sheep, he cannot imagine caring for any other flock. The journey they have traveled together 
fortifies their souls and their communion. The shepherd opens the gate and the sheep enter into 
content life. The shepherd will never leave the sheep. The sheep remain in the shepherd’s 
presence. Christ is our Shepherd.  

Read John 10:10. Jesus says he came that we would have ___________________ life. With 
Christ as our Shepherd, surely we have the fullest life possible.  

13 Keller, 111-113. 14 Keller, 115-116.  



Day 21 

John 10:22-42 

The Jews, most likely Pharisees, ask Jesus to tell them if He is the Messiah. “Tell us plainly”, 
they say. I wonder how much more plainly they want it spelled out for them. He’s already said 
the Father sent Him and He is One with the Father. He’s already said that those who believe will 
have eternal life. He has performed miracles and healings that are superhuman. Yet, they 
cannot believe. They cannot see because they are expecting a saviour that will come as a king, 
a military leader, and a politician. Sometimes our expectations and our own ideas of who Jesus 
is shades the real glory of who Christ is. We try to put Jesus in a box. Jesus can’t be limited. 
Nobody puts Jesus in a corner.  

If you had to describe Jesus to someone who did not know Him, what would you say?  

What if Jesus showed up differently than you have described Him above? Are you open to 
Jesus being different than what you expect?  

Has Jesus ever shown you that He is different than you thought He would be?  

Jesus continues his discourse with the sheep metaphor. He tells the Jews that they do not 
believe because they are not His sheep. Why are they not His sheep?  

Look back at 10:4-5. The sheep know the shepherd’s voice. The sheep will never follow a 
stranger. The Jews do not know the voice of Jesus. They cannot recognize the Father in Jesus. 
So, they can’t hear and they can’t follow. What does this mean for us as Christians?  

We must know the voice of Jesus. The Word is the voice of the Lord and Jesus is the Word. 
Scripture gives us the voice of Jesus. By it, we know Jesus. How often do you seek the voice of 
Jesus in Scripture?  

To hear Jesus and to know Jesus, we must soak ourselves in Scripture. To know the Word, we 
must read the Word. To be the sheep of Jesus, we must first hear Jesus. Then, we must follow 
Jesus. Read these verses and write what is commanded of us:  

Deuteronomy 27:10: Joshua 24:24 Psalm 119:17:  

Psalm 119:57:  

Psalm 119:67:  

Psalm 119:101:  

Luke 11:28:  

Mark 1:17:  

Luke 14:27:  



John 12:26:  

Matthew 10:38:  

What two words would you use to sum up what all of these verses command of us as 
Christians?  

_____________________ and ____________________  

James 1:22 says, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.” The sheep do not merely listen to the shepherd, they follow and obey the shepherd. 
Jesus calls us to listen, follow, and obey. The word “obey” does not sit well with most of us. Our 
own will rises up in independent defense. Obedience is not a popular or comfortable concept in 
the Western world. However, Jesus plainly and clearly calls us into obedience to His Word and 
His will. How resistant are you to the idea of obedience?  

In 10:31, the Jews pick up stones to throw at Jesus. Jesus asks for which of the good works of 
the Father will he be stoned. The Pharisees reply that he will be stoned for:  

Jesus claims to be God. This bothers the Pharisees. For us, it is proof that He is both Divine 
and human. Jesus is both fully God and fully human. Spend some time pondering how both of 
those things can be true and what it means for us as Christians.  

Jesus implores the Jews to believe Him and His works done through the Father. He tells them 
that they will know the Father is in Him and He in the Father if they will just believe. It is hard to 
logically grasp the reality of Jesus. The Divine and the human coexisting on earth is a mind 
blowing concept. Theologians have spent thousands of years trying to cogently define the 
Trinity. Every theologian falls short. We can’t, within our human limits, define Jesus. We can,  

however, know Jesus by His Word and His works. If you find it hard to understand Jesus, begin 
looking at the work Jesus has done in your life. How has Jesus shown up for you? How has 
Jesus saved you? Look at the lives of the people around you. How has Jesus saved people that 
you love. Listen for the testimonies or stories. Jesus is alive and at work in our lives. We can 
believe because we see the work of Christ.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 22 

John 11:1-44 

At the end of chapter 10, Jesus escaped being seized and stoned. He fled and retreated to 
Batanea where John the Baptist preached and baptized. His friends, Mary and Martha, send for 
Jesus because their brother, Lazarus, is dying. Lazarus is obviously someone special to Jesus. 
His sisters say he is the one that Jesus loves. Mary of Bethany is the same Mary that will soak 
Jesus in fragranced oils to anoint him before he enters Jerusalem prior to being hung. Jesus 
obviously has a very special relationship with this family. So special, he leaves the safety of his 
hiding place and risks being caught by the Pharisees. What does this tell us about the kind of 
friend that Jesus is?  

Mary and Martha call to Jesus, not just because he is their friend. They call Jesus because they 
believe he can do something for Lazarus. Are they hoping for the same miraculous healing that 
Jesus has performed for others previously? I think they are. Not only do they think that Jesus is 
able to do something for Lazarus. They know that he will do something for Lazarus. They’ve 
seen and they believe. They address Jesus as Lord, or Master. They know Jesus is God. He is 
not only their special friend, He is Holy.  

When Jesus hears the news of his friend’s sickness, he responds by saying that it will not end in 
death. He adds that the purpose of it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified 
through it. How is God glorified through Lazarus’ illness? How is Jesus glorified through it?  

It is often hard to see anything good in our personal times of trial. When we are sick, financially 
struggling, in relational turmoil, or facing other hardships, our sight is quickly limited. Our trust is 
tested. We are in pain. Pain has a way of intruding our thoughts. Pain has a way of limiting 
logic. Pain prevents us from seeing anything beyond what we feel. However, pain is where a lot 
of growing happens. While it is hard to see beyond pain, seeing beyond pain is usually what 
happens in the process of walking through trials. In times of your personal pain, how has Jesus 
been glorified in them? What good has come of your pain?  

Jesus, upon hearing the news, waits two days before embarking on the journey to Lazarus. He 
is not scared of being caught by the Jews. He says so in verses 9-10. If Lazarus is such a dear 
friend, why would Jesus wait two days before going to see him?  

Lazarus has been dead for four days when Jesus reaches Bethany. Martha runs to meet Jesus. 
A good friend might be frustrated at the delayed arrival. They might question the friendship. 
Martha might, indeed, wonder what took Jesus so long. But, she expresses her belief in Jesus’ 
ability. What does she say that affirms her belief?  

Jesus proclaimed to Martha that Lazarus would rise from the dead. Martha had no idea what 
was coming. What human could? Verses 25-26 are critical words of Jesus the Christ. Write the 
verses below:  

Now, answer the question that Jesus is asking you:  

Jesus repeats a promise again and again in the Gospel of John. Read the following verses and 
write for yourself what the promise is:  



John 3:15: John 3:16: John 5:24: John 8:51:  

In verses 25-26, Jesus is not merely asking if Martha believed her brother would be raised from 
the dead. Jesus is asking Martha if her faith has the ability to stretch beyond the resurrection of 
Lazarus into Jesus being the Messiah. Martha responds with belief. She pronounces Jesus as 
the Messiah, the Son of God. Her faith is married in a deep, abiding personal trust in Jesus as a 
friend and a rich confidence in Jesus as the long awaited Christ, Son of God Incarnate.  

In 10:40, what does Jesus say will happen if we believe?  

How is this true for Martha?  

Martha declares that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. She proclaims her belief in Jesus 
the Christ. She placed full faith in Him as Lord. What does Romans 10:9 say about declaring 
and believing?  

Lazarus is resurrected to a mortal life. Jesus performs the miracle to the glory of God. How is 
this a climactic sign for who Jesus is and what is to come?  

 
 


