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Intro 

Heaven (4:1–5:14) 

Earth (6:1–7:8 [Second Coming in 6:12–17]) 

Heaven (7:9–8:4) 

Earth (8:5 [Second Coming]) 

 

Our Theme: . 

 

1. Present Tribulation 
1.1. “After this I looked” (7:9)  

1.1.1. What he heard in vv. 1–8 about the 144,000 
1.1.2. The old NASB entitles 7:4–8 “A Remnant of Israel—

144,000” & 7:9–17 “A Multitude From the Tribulation” 
(“futurist” approach to Revelation). 

1.1.3. The 144,000 aren’t a remnant of saved Jews in the so-called 
“end-times,” but a description of the whole church on earth 
like Israel in its censuses.  

1.2. “After this I looked” (7:9) 
1.2.1. John heard the number of the sealed as being 144,000; but 

when he looked he actually sees “a great multitude that no 
one could number.” 

1.3. “From every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages…” 
(vv. 9–13) [Image of worship] 

1.4. “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they 
come? … These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation…” 
(vv. 13–14). 
1.4.1. Not some special time to come after the secret rapture 
1.4.2. Jesus: “I have said these things to you, that in me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take 
heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

1.4.3. Luke: Paul and Barnabus were “strengthening the souls of 
the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and 
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saying that through many tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). 

1.4.4. Paul: “we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope” (Rom. 5:3–4); “Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, 
or sword?” (Rom. 8:35); “this present evil age” (Gal. 1:4) 

1.4.5. John: “I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation 
and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in 
Jesus” (Rev. 1:9); “I know your tribulation and your 
poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say 
that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 
Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil 
is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be 
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation” (Rev. 
2:9–10). 

Application: Jesus calls you to adjust your expectations for this life based 
on this. Don’t expect your best life now! Don’t expect health and wealth! 
Don’t expect to fit in, to get along, or to find the smooth road of life. 

 

2. Future Triumph 
2.1. Ours 

2.1.1. How do we triumph in this life to overcome the world, the 
flesh, and the devil? This great multitude in heaven who 
came out of the great tribulation on earth “washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (v. 
14).  

2.1.2. Irony: the church is triumphant in heaven because it dies 
down here in the great tribulation. To die here at the hands 
of men is only a means to get us to presence of the Lamb, 
whose own death is the means by which our sin-stained 
garments are washed and made white.  
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2.1.3. Why palm branches? This is an allusion to the ancient Feast 
of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:40). The palm branch reminded the 
children of Israel that their forefathers dwelt in temporary 
tents made of palm branches after the Exodus. But in God’s 
heavenly presence the true Israel from all nations remember 
their greater Exodus from the great tribulation and have a 
permanent, eternal dwelling with God. 

Application: Our triumph in this life is a matter of faith alone in the 
Lamb alone; not in the eyes of the world, but in the eyes of God. By 
trusting in Christ’s sacrifice for us it does not matter how the world 
sacrifices us! By bathing our filthy garments of self-righteousness in the 
Lamb’s blood they become as white a snow. Despite being despised and 
stripped naked by the world we shall be clothed and welcomed by our 
God in heaven.  

By faith now we come to realize our blessedness by sight then when we 
enter the heavenly presence of God. Like those who have gone before us, 
we will be “before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple” (v. 15) by waving “palm branches…and crying out with a loud 
voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!’” (vv. 9, 10)  

By faith we come to realize that despite our being small and insignificant 
in the eyes of powerful of the world, we are an army that is innumerable. 
God once promised father Abraham many sons and daughters and 
through the worldwide church that promise of a family larger than the 
sand of the sea and the stars of the heavens is fulfilled! There are more of 
us than there are of them! 

By faith we come to realize that God “will shelter” us “with his presence” 
(v. 15). By faith we come to realize that in that eternal city those who 
hungered in this life “shall hunger no more,” those who thirsted in this 
life will not “thirst anymore,” those who were exposed in this life will be 
exposed no more: “the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat” 
(v. 16). By faith we come to realize that the “Lamb…will be” our 
“shepherd” and “will guide them to springs of living water” (v. 17). By 
faith we come to realize that the curse on this world because of Adam’s 
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sin will come to end one day: “and God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes” (v. 17). 

 
2.2. Christ’s 

2.2.1. The seven seals 
2.2.1.1. 6:12–17 portrayed the Second Coming.  
2.2.1.2. Chapter 7 was a heavenly interlude. 
2.2.1.3. Chapter 8 picks up before the interlude 

2.3. “When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in 
heaven for about (literally, “like”) half an hour” (8:1). 
2.3.1. Silence is the precursor to judgment: “Be silent, all flesh, 

before the Lord, for he has roused himself from his holy 
dwelling” (Zech. 2:13).  

2.4. The seven seals described the martyrs in heaven under the altar, 
crying out, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you 
will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth” 
(6:10). In response, God said to rest a little while longer (6:11). 
We’re back there. 

2.5. Another angel at that heavenly altar where the saints are, and he 
has “a golden censer” or plate that he uses to offer incense and the 
prayers of the saints “before the throne” (8:3) and “the smoke of 
the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God” (8:4). 
As these acts of worship are lifted to God, he sends down his 
answer: “Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from 
the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, 
rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake” (8:5). What 
does thunder, lightning, and earthquake signify? The coming of 
God (6:12–17 cf. Ex. 19). 

Application: Not only does God hear the cries of his people for justice 
against the injustice of the world, but also that our prayers “Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done” are connected with God’s grand purposes 
against our enemies. We so quickly pray, “Give us this day our daily 
bread,” asking for our colds to go away, but before we pray for that, pray 
for God’s just kingdom and will to come upon the earth! 


