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Intro 

Babylon is John’s description of the world that stands opposed to God. 
We saw that her inspiration is Satan, whose influence is wide across the entire 
world and deep into the hearts of humanity—including ours. Babylon 
constantly invites us to share in her selfish pleasures to lead us away from our 
Creator. As we look at the end of this vision of Babylon, you should victorious! 
We see here the world’s judgment and our triumph over it with Christ.  

There are a lot of voices here:  

o the voice of the angel (18:1) 
o a voice from heaven (18:4) 
o the voice of the kings of the earth (18:9) 
o the voice of the merchants of the earth (18:11, 15) 
o the voice of the sailors (18:17) 
o the voice of another mighty angel (18:21) 
o the voice of the church in heaven (19:1, 3, 6) 
o the voice of the twenty-four elders (19:4) 
o the voice of and four living creatures (19:4) 
o the voice from the throne of God (19:5) 
o the voice of a third angel (19:9) 

You can see how the first angel makes a declaration from heaven (18:1–8), 
how the world makes several declarations down here on earth (18:9–24), 
and finally how the crowds of heaven make their declarations as well 
(19:1–8). In all these words that in four details 

Our Theme: Revelation 18:1–19:10 show us our ultimate victory in 
Christ over the demonic power of the world. 

1. The World’s Conviction 
As our children study the American Revolution in school, they learn that we won the 
war against England. But the war was not one big fight. It was a bunch of battles. 
England won a lot of battles. A lot of the time the Americans thought they were going 
to lose. It’s the same way as Christians who live in the world and as a church that exists 
in the world. We see lots of battles being lost and we can be disheartened. But 
Revelation 18 is a world of triumph and victory to cheer our souls. It’s like scene 3 in 
Shakespeare’s Henry V when the English are facing five-to-one odds against France 
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and King Henry makes his famous speech about “We few, we happy few, we band of 
brothers.” 

1.1. The angel proclaims to us the certain coming judgment upon the 
world: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!” (18:2) 
1.1.1. In contrast to chapter 17, where she dwelt on many waters (17:1), 

now she is a wasteland, a desert, which in Old Testament terms means 
she is accursed of God himself (18:2). 

1.2. The angel proclaims to us the justness of the coming judgment 
upon the world: for her sins are heaped high as heaven and 
God has remembered her iniquities (18:5). 
1.2.1. Note the “eye for an eye” language of the judgment: Pay her back as 

she herself has paid back others, and repay her double for her 
deeds; mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed. As she 
glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure 
of torment and mourning (18:6–7).  

1.2.2. What has the world done wrong to deserve such punishment? Notice 
something about the sins of the world. In the first century it was 
Rome but notice how personally we Americans especially need to hear 
this: 

The merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of 
her luxurious living (18:3). 

The merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no 
one buys their cargo anymore (18:11 cf. 18:12–13). 

The great city…was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, 
adorned with gold, with jewels, and with pearls! (18:16) 

Alas, alas, for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew 
rich by her wealth! (18:19) 

1.2.3. Sound familiar? Rome, like America, was a society with an endless 
flow of container ships filled with products produced on the backs of 
slaves to satisfy its inhabitants’ desires. I read an article about an Apple 
plant in China that has nets outside the windows around the building 
because so many have jumped to commit suicide. God have mercy on 
us! This consumer society affects us in viewing religion as a 
commodity. Our worldview is constantly shaped by advertising and 
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marketing to make us feel like we don’t have enough so that they can 
tap into our inherent selfishness. And then we expect this of Jesus and 
his church. We as American Christians need to hear not only that 
totalitarian persecution will not last forever but also that decadent 
capitalism will not last forever. 

1.3. The angel proclaims how final this judgment will be just like it was 
on Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19). 
Her plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine, 
and she will be burned up with fire (18:8). 

For in a single hour your judgment has come (18:9). 

For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste (18:17). 

They saw the smoke of her burning (18:18). 

For in a single hour she has been laid waste (18:19). 

2. The Saints’ Consideration 

2.1. “Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, 
lest you share in her plagues” (18:4) 

Application: given that we live in such a world in which we consume so much 
entertainment, so much food, so many products and given that this causes us to 
develop a worldview in which not only are our lives selfish but our spiritual lives are 
selfish, we need to consider how we can reject worldliness. It’s not about boycotting 
Apple only to satiate our desires with IBM’s and Droids. It’s about our attitudes and 
our hearts. Our forefathers talked about human psychology as having mind, will, and 
affections. Affections are the deep-rooted desires within us. How do your affections 
please God? Do you constantly need to buy something because you feel a lack in your 
life? Do you feel like you need to keep up with your family or friends in the car you 
drive, the house you live in, or the clothes you wear? This is a question of our 
affections. We can’t escape the world. We are in it, but we have to more and more not 
be of it by considering our affections. 

3. The Saints’ Celebration 

3.1. The voices shift from the angels and from the world to the church 
in heaven: the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven (19:1) 
3.1.1. How does the church in heaven (and how should we?) celebrate 

Christ’s victories over the power of the world? “Hallelujah!”  
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3.1.1.1. Ancient Hebrew shout of praise to the Lord.  

3.1.2. “Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.”  

3.1.2.1. All the ascriptions of praise we’ve already seen in chapters 
4, 5, and 7 are summarized here. Why is the Lord worthy 
of our praise?  

3.1.3. “For his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great 
prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and 
has avenged on her the blood of his servants” (19:2). Again note 
verse 3: “The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” 

Application: How does it make you feel that God’s Word celebrates God’s 
judgment over sin, the world, and the devil? For a lot of us this might make us 
feel uneasy. “How can I celebrate the destruction of the world? How can I 
sing about hell when I probably have loved ones there?” This is hard, I know. 
This is obviously the church in heaven singing these songs from the vantage 
point of heaven. This is obviously something they can do that we will only 
understand when we get there. How can we here and now sing and pray 
Psalms that have these same themes? 

1. First, we sing in celebration of God’s perfect attributes and characteristics 
because that’s who he is. In practical terms, this means that when a loved 
one dies we trust that God is good, merciful, and just. He knows what he’s 
doing better than we do so we trust him. 

2. Second, we sing in faith. We realize that this judgment will come and so 
we sing out in faith for that day to come. In practical terms, we don’t pray 
that God would curse our neighbor who plays his music too loud; we’re 
praying for something still to come. 

3. Third, we sing with longing for a world that is just and upright while we 
live in a world filled with injustice. In practical terms, when you read 
about the twelve Christians who were thrown overboard to drown by 
Muslims as they migrated form Libya to Italy; when you watch the video 
of an unarmed black man running from his car from the police only to be 
shot dead in the back multiple times; when you see how much money, 
influence, and power is in the hands of so few while so many struggle and 
feel forced to violate laws and other people just to survive, these songs of 
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Scripture lift our hearts higher to a “new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). 

4. The Saints’ Communion 

4.1. “For the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has 
made herself ready” (19:7) … “Blessed are those who are 
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb” (19:9) 
4.1.1. A communion meal; a fellowship meal. 

Application: Do you long for that meal?.  

 

 


