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Recap 

Heaven (4:1–5:14) 

Earth: the opening of the first six seals describe a panoramic view of human 
history in the judgments of God upon the world during the time between Jesus’ 
ascending to heaven and returning to earth (6:1–17) 

*Second Coming (6:12–17) 

Heaven: pause of this history before the seventh seal is opened and shows God’s 
sealing his people for salvation (7:1–8:4) 

*Second Coming (8:5) 

Earth: the sounding of the first six trumpets, which again describe a panoramic 
view of human history by announcing the judgments of God upon the world 
and upon the unbelieving in the world (8:6–9:21) 

Chapters 10–11 pauses this history again. 

When the seventh trumpet sounds there would be no more delay of 
God’s vindication of his martyred church and the mystery of God would 
be fulfilled (10:6–7). 

Like Ezekiel, John eats the scroll of the Lord’s will for human history, but 
it’s bitter in his stomach (10:9) as he was to prophesy of judgment on 
many peoples and nations and languages and kings (10:11). More 
importantly, it’s bitter as while the church is sealed from God’s eternal 
wrath (ch. 7) it experiences the wrath of Satanically-inspired nations. 

*Second Coming (11:19). 

Chapters 12–14 act like a pair of night vision binoculars as we look at the people 
& institutions that make up our world with a glimpse of clarity. 

Chap. 12 showed the reality behind Jesus’ life & ours as his church. The 
Dragon (Satan) couldn’t hinder the Son’s bringing salvation to the world 
so turned its attention to the Son’s mother (church). It couldn’t hinder 
her so it wars against the sons and daughters of the church—you and I.  

Chap. 13 showed two more beasts—one from the sea (persecuting 
government) & one from the earth beast (false religion). These are an 
unholy Trinity. 
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Chap. 14–15:4 showed how the saints can endure the beasts with 
confidence in a vision of final victory. 

Intro 

“Where is God in all of this?” When coming from the culture, this question evidences 
arrogance and unbelief. In his Revelation, the resurrected Jesus gives visions to comfort his 
church when it experiences suffering and to warn the world when it experiences temporal 
judgments.  

Obj.: “There’s no such thing as a temporal judgment of God under the New 
Covenant. There’s only a final judgment at the end of human history. Now, God deals with 
the church only in blessing and he deals with the world only in common grace.” 

Ans.: The Heidelberg Catechism summarizes many Old & New Testament passages 
(Ex. 34:7; Ps. 5:4–6; Nah. 1:2; Rom. 1:18; Eph. 5:6; Heb. 9:27) when it asks of Adam’s sin, 
“Will God permit such disobedience and rebellion to go unpunished?” The answer in part is, 
“Certainly not. He is terribly angry about the sin we are born with as well as the sins we 
personally commit. As a just judge he punishes them now and in eternity” (Q&A 10). 

Our Theme: Revelation 15:5–16:21 repeats the cycle of how God judges the 
original and actual sins of our race (cf. chapter 6 & the seven seals;. chapters 8–9 
& the seven trumpets). The judgements unsealed & announced are now 
describes as being pour out on the earth. 

1. God is the Source of Judgment (15:5–16:1) 
Application: We’re too affected by our culture of niceness and political correctness 
that we spend our time defending God and deflecting criticism of him for being 
unjust. But this vision just proclaims “God, the judge of all” (Heb. 12:23). 

1.1. John sees the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven…opened 
(15:5) 
1.1.1. John merges the Old Testament temple—the sanctuary—with the 

tabernacle—the tent of witness.  
1.1.2. We’ve seen this. Where are the souls of the martyred saints? “Under 

the altar” (6:9). That’s tabernacle/temple language. Where do the 
white-clad crowds worship God in heaven? “They are before the 
throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple” (7:15).  
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1.1.3. This is further impressed upon us in the image of verse 8: and the 
sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his 
power. The temple in which Isaiah stood on earth and which was 
filled with smoke and from where he saw the Lord high and lifted up 
with the train of his robe filling the temple causing the door posts to 
shake was a replica of the true temple in heaven (Isa. 6). This is the 
same temple in which God sits upon his throne (Rev. 4). 

1.1.4. It’s from this temple where God dwells that come forth judgments on 
earth: and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven 
plagues…And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels 
seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and 
ever…Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven 
angels, “Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of 
God” (15:6, 7; 16:1). 

Application: What does this mean? Don’t we so often speak of “bad things happening 
to good people?” Don’t we speak about a chance occurrence, a freak act of “mother 
nature,” of the tragedy of being in the wrong place at the wrong time? Revelation tells 
us that the things that happen here on earth that we describe in these ways are actually 
judgments from God himself. If you don’t serve Jesus Christ you stand under this 
perfect Judge’s judgment! 

2. God is Righteous in Judgment (16:2–16) 
Obj.: “I knew it! You Christians really do believe God is a celestial sadist, an immoral 
monster who kills the innocent.” 

Ans.: But God himself reveals in this vision that he is righteous in judgment. As John 
says elsewhere, “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). God is not 
a judge who can be swayed by political winds or by some selfish personal gain. He is 
the standard of perfection while we are the sinners. Thus we read the acclamations of 
the angels and saints: 

“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, 

for you brought these judgments. 

For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 

and you have given them blood to drink. 

It is what they deserve!” (16:5–6) 

“Yes, Lord God the Almighty, 
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true and just are your judgments!” (16:7) 

2.1. These judgments on earth come between the time of Jesus’ 
ascending to heaven and his returning to earth (cf. seals & 
trumpets) 

2.2. These judgements are described using Old Testament imagery 
2.2.1. Plagues on Egypt 

2.2.1.1. painful sores (16:2; Ex 9:9–11) 

2.2.1.2. the sea becoming like the blood of a corpse, and every 
living thing dying and the rivers and the springs of water 
becoming blood (16:3, 4; Ex. 7:17–21) 

2.2.2. Judgment on Sodom & Gomorrah 

2.2.2.1. the sun…scorch[ing] people with fire (16:8) like the 
ancient judgment of fire and brimstone from heaven 

2.2.3. Judgment of Israel through Assyria & Babylon 

2.2.3.1. the kingdom of the beast, that is, worldly, anti-Christian 
government being plunged into darkness (16:10), and the 
drying up of the great river Euphrates…to prepare the way 
for the kings from the east (16:12). 

2.2.4. What about “the battle of Armageddon?” 

2.2.4.1. Like everything it’s a symbol within a vision. 

2.2.4.2. the kings from the east (16:12) are also the kings of the 
whole world (16:14).  

2.2.4.3. demons like frogs coming out of mouths, including from 
a dragon (16:13, 14).  

2.2.4.4. The whole world’s armies gather at Armageddon (16:16). 
There was a place called Megiddo, which was where the 
wicked attacked the righteous but God came to their aid in 
Judges 5:13. But here we’re told the battle is at “Mount 
Meggido,” for that’s what Armageddon or Har Megiddo 
means. But there is no “Mount Megiddo.” The Old 
Testament prophecies, in fact, say that the last battle will 
take place in the city of Jerusalem and at Mount Zion. 
Ezekiel 38–39, for example, says that this battle will take 
place at the mountains of Jerusalem. It’s a symbol that 
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brings together the story of Judges and the prophecies to 
say that God will come to his people’s help at the end. 

2.3. God sends his judgment upon the people who bore the mark of 
the beast and worshiped its image (16:2). 
2.3.1. In other words, those who rejected God to serve Satan, which in a first 

century context meant serving Rome and Caesar.  

2.3.2. The unbelievers’ hardness of heart towards God is shown as they 
cursed the name of God (16:9) and cursed the God of heaven (16:11). 
Thus we read those disappointing refrains, which we know all too well 
with our unbelieving family and friends: They did not repent and give 
him glory (16:9); they did not repent of their deeds (16:11). 

2.4. Note also how the pace of the judgments quickens from seals to 
trumpets to bowls 
2.4.1. Between the sixth and seventh seals & trumpets there was an 

interlude. But with the seven bowls there’s no interlude, no respite. 
The theological point is that there will be no more delay. If you are an 
unrepentant sinner, you must repent because the time for God’s final 
Judgment Day is near! Don’t wait until tomorrow; there very well 
may not be a tomorrow! 

3. God is Patient in Withholding Final Judgment (16:17–21) 

3.1.1. We read about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ as we did at the end of the 
seals and trumpets: 

3.1.1.1. “It is done!” (v. 17) 

3.1.1.2. And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, 
and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was 
on the earth, so great was that earthquake (v. 18) 

3.1.1.3. Described in Old Testament terms: The great city was split into 
three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered 
Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the 
fury of his wrath (v. 19). Babylon is the same as the kings of the 
east earlier, whom we saw was the same as the kings of the whole 
world, all symbolizing this evil world. This judgment echoes 
ancient prophecies that say Babylon would be “desolate forever” 
(Jer. 51:26, 62) and would “not rise again” (Jer. 51:64). 
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3.1.1.4. Universal: every island fled away, and no mountains were to be 
found and that great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, 
fell from heaven on people (vv. 20–21). 

Concluding Application: All of this is coming. But the fact that it is not here yet shows you 
the patience of God towards you. He was patient with the world in sending Jesus to live, die, 
and rise. And he’s patient towards you today. Don’t despise his patience. Repent of your sins 
against him. Believe in his Son, Jesus Christ, who takes away the sin of the world. 

 


