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Recap 

Heaven (4:1–5:14) 

Earth: the opening of the first six seals describe a panoramic view of human 
history in the judgments of God upon the world during the time between Jesus’ 
ascending to heaven and returning to earth (6:1–17) 

*Second Coming (6:12–17) 

Heaven: pause of this history before the seventh seal is opened and shows God’s 
sealing his people for salvation (7:1–8:4) 

*Second Coming (8:5) 

Earth: the sounding of the first six trumpets, which again describe a panoramic 
view of human history by announcing the judgments of God upon the world 
and upon the unbelieving in the world (8:6–9:21) 

Chapters 10–11 pauses this history again. 

When the seventh trumpet sounds there would be no more delay of 
God’s vindication of his martyred church and the mystery of God 
would be fulfilled (10:6–7). 

Like Ezekiel, John eats the scroll of the Lord’s will for human history, but 
it’s bitter in his stomach (10:9) as he was to prophesy of judgment on 
many peoples and nations and languages and kings (10:11). More 
importantly, it’s bitter as while the church is sealed from God’s eternal 
wrath (ch. 7) it experiences the wrath of Satanically-inspired nations. 

*Second Coming (11:19). 

Chapters 12–14 act like a pair of night vision binoculars as we look at the people 
& institutions that make up our world with a glimpse of clarity. 

Chap. 12 showed the reality behind Jesus’ life & ours as his church. The 
Dragon (Satan) couldn’t hinder the Son’s bringing salvation to the world 
so turned its attention to the Son’s mother (church). It couldn’t hinder 
her so it wars against the sons and daughters of the church—you and I.  

Chap. 13 showed two more beasts—one from the sea (persecuting 
government) & one from the earth beast (false religion). These are an 
unholy Trinity. 
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Our Theme: Chapter 14 calls the saints of God who keep his commands 
and have faith in Jesus to endure. How can we do this when we’re 
assaulted by the Dragon (Satan), sea-beast (persecuting government), 
and earth-beast (false religion)? How can we do this with confidence? 
The answer in chapter 14 (& 15:1–4) is given in A Vision of Victory. 

1. The Victory of the 144,000 (14:1–5; 15:1–4) 

1.1. Then I looked…Then I saw (14:1; 15:1; Καὶ εἶδον) 
1.1.1. What John sees is “in heaven, great and amazing” (15:1) 

1.2. …on Mount Zion stood the Lamb (14:1) 
1.2.1. Remember Psalm 2 in Rev. 12:5 

1.2.2. In contrast to chapters 12–13 with all the raging of the nations, 
plotting of the peoples against the Lord and his Anointed we see the 
King on the holy hill of Zion 

1.3. …and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s 
name written on their foreheads (14:1) 
1.3.1. The same as those “we have sealed” (σφραγίσωµεν) “on their 

foreheads” (ἐπὶ τῶν µετώπων αὐτῶν) in 7:3 
1.3.2. In contrast to the “mark” (χάραγµα) on either the right hand or “on 

their forehead” (ἐπὶ τὸ µέτωπον αὐτῶν) that the earth-beast places on 
the world in 13:16, 17. 

1.4. And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of a loud thunder (14:2) 
1.4.1. Once again, in this visionary world John “sees” one thing and “hears” 

another 

1.4.2. “…his voice was like the roar of many waters” (1:15) 

1.4.3. “…I heard one of the four living creatures say with a loud voice like 
thunder” (6:1) 

1.4.4. “Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like 
the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of 
thunder” (19:6) 

1.5. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on 
their harps, and they were singing a new song (14:2–3a) 



  © 2021 Daniel R. Hyde 

4  

1.5.1. Did you note the singular & plural? John hears “a/the voice” that’s like 
“harpists…on their harps…they were singing?” 

1.5.2. In Scripture, whenever the Lord’s people win a victory, what do they 
do in response? “Sing a new song” (Pss. 96; 98). 

1.5.3. They do this before the throne and before the four living 
creatures and before the elders (cf. chs. 4–5). No one could learn 
that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the 
earth (14:2–3). What’s their song? It’s a new heavenly rendition of 
the song of Moses: 
Great and amazing are your deeds, 
O Lord God the Almighty! 
Just and true are your ways, 
O King of the nations! 
Who will not fear, O Lord, 
and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come 
and worship you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed. 

1.5.4. Contra Dispensationalism, this is not a vision of what’s going to 
happen in the future on the Temple Mount in the modern city of 
Jerusalem.  
1.5.4.1. Mount Zion is heaven (Heb. 12:18–29 cf. Gal. 4:26) 
1.5.4.2. Where are the 144,000…harpists playing on their 

harps (14:2)…with harps of God in their hands (15:2) 
standing? On Mount Zion (14:1), beside the sea of 
glass (15:2) 

1.6. I saw…those who had conquered the beast and its image and 
the number of its name… (15:2) 
Application: “I’m not be feeling particularly victorious today! I’m not even 
facing persecution it’s described here, and I still don’t feel victorious. What’s 
wrong with me?” The devil has many more ways than just outright 
persecution. Maybe someone in your church has disappointed you. Maybe 
you looked in the mirror this morning and felt unlovable. Maybe you’re 
depressed. All that can be true as a victorious member of the 144,000! Note 
how our text describes you from God’s vantage point and not your own: 
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o you’re sealed (14:1); this means you belong to the Triune God as his 
precious possession.  

o You’re sanctified (14:4, 5); our text uses the imagery of the Old Testament 
armies who had to be ritually pure before. This means whether you’re 
male or female, you’re regarded as spotless in God’s sight.  

o You’re redeemed (14:4); this means that at the cost of Jesus Christ’s life 
God purchased you back from slavery to sin, slavery to the devil, and 
slavery to eternal death.  

o You’re the first-fruits (14:4); this means that while everyone belongs to the 
Lord since he is their Creator, you belong to him in a special way of his 
saved. 

2. The Victory of the Son (14:14–20) 
Note: Don’t think that these visions of victory are equal with us fighting & getting 
victory in the same way as Jesus! What do the 144,000 do? Sing & persevere in faith. 
Unlike us, the Son of God actually fights and is victorious.  

Illustration: In the movie Tombstone, Wyatt Earp is set to have a gun duel with 
Johnny Ringo, the leader of the Cowboys, the organized crime of the wild, wild 
west. But Wyatt isn’t up to the challenge. Ringo’s draw is too quick. Surprisingly, 
Doc Holliday goes before Wyatt can get there to take Ringo out. Doc won the 
victory for Wyatt. Doc was active, Wyatt wasn’t. Jesus has gone before us to win 
the victory on the cross & emptying his tomb; he’ll return again at the end to 
defeat practically all his & our enemies. We simply receive his victory as ours! 

2.1. Then I looked… (v. 14) 
2.1.1. …a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, 

with a golden crown on his head (v. 14) 

2.1.1.1. Remember the vision of 1:10–20 

2.1.2. …and a sharp sickle in his hand (v. 14) 

2.1.2.1. This associates his victory in terms reminiscent of the 
Second Coming.  

2.1.2.2. Then another angel came out of the temple, calling 
with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put 
in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has 
come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe” (v. 15). 
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Then the Lord swung his sickle across the earth, and 
the earth was reaped (v. 16).  

2.1.2.3. This signifies his gathering his people to himself at his 
coming. See Matt. 13:39; Mark 4:26–29.  

2.1.2.4. But then there’s an angel who too had a sharp sickle 
(14:17). And when he swung his sickle across the earth 
he gathered the grape harvest of the earth, but notice 
the difference in this harvest and the previous: he threw 
this harvest into the great winepress of the wrath of 
God. And the winepress was trodden outside the 
city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as 
a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia (14:19, 20). 

3. The Defeat of the Nations (14:6–11) 
3.1.1. With every victory there’s defeat. Winners imply losers. When Jesus comes 

again in victory, this means there will be the defeat of the nations. There is the 
sickle of his judgment as we just saw, and going backwards, in verses 6–11 
there is another vision—then I saw (14:6)—of three angels. 

3.1.2. The second proclaims the defeat of Babylon. This is a foreshadowing of what’s 
to come in chapter 17.  

3.1.3. The third angel proclaims defeat and judgment to “anyone worships the 
beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand” 
(14:9). This is final judgment: 

3.1.3.1. It’s certain: the hour of his judgment has come (v. 7). 

3.1.3.2. It’s just. It comes on those whose lives are characterized by the 
immorality of Babylon. 

3.1.3.3. It’s eternal: and the smoke of their torment goes up forever 
and ever, and they have no rest, day or night (14:11). 

3.1.4. But there’s another angel, the first angel in this series of three. He cries out that 
the hour of God’s judgment has come (14:7) but he also cries out an 
eternal gospel (14:6), that is, good news to those about to be destroyed by 
judgment: “Fear God and give him glory, because, and worship him 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water” (14:7). 
Will you turn to him? Will you turn away from yourself, your pleasures, and 
your desires, and serve the God who made you? Will you serve the God who is 
patient with you? Will you serve the God who sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to 
die for a sinner like you? 


