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Recap
Heaven (4:1–5:14)
Earth: the opening of the first six seals describe a panoramic view of human
history in the judgments of God upon the world during the time between Jesus’
ascending to heaven and returning to earth (6:1–17)
*Second Coming (6:12–17)
Heaven: pause of this history before the seventh seal is opened and shows God’s
sealing his people for salvation (7:1–8:4)
*Second Coming (8:5)
Earth: the sounding of the first six trumpets, which again describe a panoramic
view of human history by announcing the judgments of God upon the world
and upon the unbelieving in the world (8:6–9:21)
Chapters 10–11 pauses this history again.
When the seventh trumpet sounds there would be no more delay of
God’s vindication of his martyred church and the mystery of God
would be fulfilled (10:6–7).
Like Ezekiel, John eats the scroll of the Lord’s will for human history, but
it’s bitter in his stomach (10:9) as he was to prophesy of judgment on
many peoples and nations and languages and kings (10:11). More
importantly, it’s bitter as while the church is sealed from God’s eternal
wrath (ch. 7) it experiences the wrath of Satanically-inspired nations.
*Second Coming (11:19).
Our Theme: The first 11 chapters speaks much about the world
persecuting the church. Since we with our first century brothers and
sisters are living in “the last days”—even “the last hour”—sustained
attacks on the reliability of the Scriptures, the truth about Jesus’ true
identity and mission, and what it means to live a true Christian life of
godliness in our age are all around us. Why is there persecution?
Revelation 12 takes us behind the curtain of our lives to explain the ageold spiritual struggle between the seed of the woman & the seed of the
serpent that culminates in the Devil & Christ.
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1.

The War Against Christ (vv. 1–5)
1.1.

A great sign appeared in heaven (v. 1; cf. v. 3).
1.1.1. A sign points to something else. A blue sign with a wave on it saying
tsunami shelter nearby isn’t the tsunami shelter itself; it’s pointing to
the shelter.
1.1.2. This sign is in heaven. John gives us a glimpse of the true meaning of
what’s going on down here on earth.

1.2.

A woman…clothed with the sun, with the moon under her
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars (v. 1).
1.2.1. Eve? The Virgin Mary (Rome’s view)?
1.2.2. This is a sign of the people of God (Gen. 37:9–10; Joseph had a dream
in which all of Israel is signified by the sun, moon, and stars bowing
down to him).
1.2.3. This “woman” was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains
and the agony of giving birth (v. 2).

1.3.

Another sign…in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven
heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems (v. 3).
1.3.1. Ancient mythology
1.3.1.1.

Mesopotamia: dragon from the darkness seeks to kill the
sun god only to be killed by the rising sun

1.3.1.2.

Egypt: red dragon attacks pregnant Isis only to be killed
later by her son Horus

1.3.1.3.

Greece: Python seeks to kill the infant Apollos but his
mother flees then Apollos returns to kill Python

1.3.2. The people of God’s enemies described as the creature Leviathan (Ps.
74:13, 14), who symbolized at least one of Israel’s greatest enemies,
Egypt (Ezek. 29; 32).
1.3.3. Seven heads: a head is a symbol of a leader
1.3.4. Ten horns: a horn is a symbol of power
1.3.5. Seven crowns: a crown is a symbol of authority.
1.3.6. Such a mighty dragon’s tail swept a third of the stars of heaven
and cast them down to the earth (v. 4).
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1.4.

The dragon stood before the woman…so that when she bore
her child he might devour it (v. 4).
1.4.1. Pharaoh v. male Hebrew babies (Ex. 1–2)
1.4.2. Babylonians v. Judah (Jer. 31:15; cf. Matt. 2:18 below)
1.4.3. Herod v. Jesus (Matt. 1–2)
1.4.4. (For a wonderful history of Scripture showing this war of Satan v. God’s
seed, see William Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors, 137–40)
1.4.5. Who is this child? She gave birth to a male child, one who is to
rule all the nations with a rod of iron (v. 5).
1.4.5.1.

Only one Son is described this way: “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the
nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your
possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron” (Ps.
2:7–9).

1.4.5.2.

What did Jesus say about himself in Rev. 2:27?

1.4.6. But her child was caught up to God and to his throne (v. 5)—the
ascension [after the resurrection] of Christ…[v. 6 below]

2.

The War Against Michael (vv. 7–12)
2.1.

Now war arose in heaven (v. 7).
2.1.1. Not a completely different scene from verses 1–6, which described the
spiritual war between Satan and Christ in a summary way; vv. 7–12 fill
in the details. (Think of a movie character quickly describing a battle
then later on around a fire he tells his friends more detail)

2.2.

…Michael and his angels (v. 7).
2.2.1. Angels are special creations of God that serve him (Ps. 103:20–21).
They’re manifested as looking like men, clothed in white, and with
three pairs of wings at times (e.g., Isa. 6).
2.2.2. There are different kinds of angels. One of the most special is Michael,
who fights Satan and his demons (Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1; Jude 9).

2.3.

…fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels
fought back (v. 7).
2.3.1. But [the dragon] was defeated, and there was no longer any place
for [he and his angels] in heaven (v. 8).
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2.3.2. The great dragon was thrown down…to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him (v. 9).
2.3.2.1.

Who is the great dragon? More detail is added: he is that
ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world (v. 9). This takes us back to
Genesis 3, to the Garden, and the spiritual warfare
between the serpent and Adam then between the serpent’s
seed and the woman’s seed—who would crush the
serpent’s head and have his heel bruised in doing so (Gen.
3:15).

2.3.2.2.

I believe this verse also explains the dragon’s tail sweeping
1/3 third of the stars from heaven in verse 4 meaning, to
the earth in verse 9.

2.3.3. How were Satan and his angels cast out of heaven?
2.3.3.1.

And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Christ have come…” (v. 10).

2.3.3.2.

By his resurrection, the Son whose heel was bruised on the
cross, crushed the serpent’s head while His head was
crowned with glory and honor! (John 12; Col. 2)

2.3.3.3.

“…for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown
down, who accuses them day and night before our
God” (v. 10).
2.3.3.3.1. Job 1–2…
2.3.3.3.2. But…Romans 8:32!

2.3.4. Note how the heavenly choir switches from celebrating the victory of
the Son (v. 10) to the victory of his seed—you and me: “And they
have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word
of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto
death” (v. 11).

5

2.3.4.1.

This teaches us a truth about spiritual warfare: not only did
Christ defeat the Devil, but when the Devil accuses us (v. 10),
we too can conquer him. Accusing is all he can do. He can’t
touch you like he couldn’t Job. He’s a wild dog that barks, that
runs back and forth, that tries to intimidate, but he’s on a
leash, behind a fence!

2.3.4.2.

Let him bark as loud as he wants because we too can silence
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him! How? By the blood of the Lamb (v. 11). When the
Devil accuses you, tell him, “But God doesn’t!” When the
Devil says you deserve death for your sins, tell him, “But
Christ is my death!” When the Devil accuses you of being so
disobedient to God and his laws, tell him, “I see my
disobedience on the cross!”
When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin
Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the Just is satisﬁed
To look on Him and pardon me.

3.

The War Against the Church (vv. 6, 13–17)
3.1.

…he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male
child (v. 13).
3.1.1. Takes us back to v. 5 (birth), then v. 6 where her child was caught
up (resurrection/ascension).
3.1.2. Why does he pursue? Because the woman (the church), fled into
the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which
she is to be nourished for 1,260 days (v. 6).

3.2.

3.1.2.1.

1,260 days = 42 months (11:2) = 3 ½ days (11:9) = time
and times and half a time (i.e., 3 ½ “times” or periods of
time; 12:14)

3.1.2.2.

Daniel 7:25 and the period of ordeal under Antioches
Epiphanes

3.1.2.3.

William Hendriksen brings out that this takes us back to
the 3 ½ years of persecution under King Ahab in 1 Kings
17–19 [and Rev. 11 describes the church like Elijah!]

But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so
that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to
the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times,
and half a time (v. 14).
3.2.1. two wings of the great eagle (Ex. 19:4; Deut. 32:11)
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3.2.2. Just like chapter 11 symbolized the church as the two witnesses (Moses
& Elijah), so the church flees to safety like Moses from Pharaoh, Israel
from Egypt, and Elijah from Ahab & Jezebel.
3.2.3. There the serpent’s fight is described in Old Testament terms of a
destructive flood: The serpent poured water like a river out of his
mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood (v. 15).

3.3.

But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth
opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon
had poured from his mouth (v. 16).
3.3.1. Like the earth swallowing up the rebels against Moses! (Num. 16)

3.4.

Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went
off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who
keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony
of Jesus (v. 17).
3.4.1. She bore the Child as well as other offspring (σπέρµατος; spermatos].
This takes us back to Gen. 3:15 and Jesus the seed (Gal. 3:16; 4:4).
3.4.2. The church is identified with Christ; he’s the seed and we’re his seed.
3.4.3. As much as the devil & the world he inspires persecutes God’s people,
so much more does God protect his people! Even when the Devil
causes us to flee our homes, God provides for his dear children!
And though this world, with devils ﬁlled,
should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God has willed
his truth to triumph through us.
3.4.3.1.

We silence the accusations of the Devil by the word of
our testimony (v. 11). What is this? For they loved not
their lives even unto death (v. 11). Because the blood of
the Lamb testifies to us of God’s great love for us, we love
him in return. We love him more than our lives. We love
him more than our comforts. We love him more than our
families. This is our testimony.
And thought they take our life, good, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone, they yet have nothing won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.
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4.

Conclusion

A war for the ages.
It raged against Adam & Eve, Israel, Jesus, the apostles, & the ancient
church.
It rages today.
It will rage until the seed of the woman returns to put it to its complete
end.
Be confident! The one thing we need to know above all others in our time
with the assaults on the church is that Jesus wins! Amen?
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