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Revelation 2–3 are the ascended King Jesus’ prophetic witness to the seven ancient congregations
in the Roman Senatorial province of Asia encouraging them to “conquer” the world through their
witness and warning them of the consequences of being conquered by the world.

Thyatira: The Church of Tolerance
Recap: Organization of the 7 Letters

•

1–3: exhort with the refrain, “He who has an ear, let him hear,” then go on to promise eternal
life.

•

4–7: promise eternal life then exhort with the refrain, “He who has an ear, let him hear.”

Thyatirai (see 7 churches map)

o Name: Probably named after the Lydian word teira, “fortress”
o History: One of the oldest Hellenistic settlements in Asia after Seleucus I’s 281BC victory.
Incorporated as a Roman province in 129BC.
o Commerce: Lay on the Imperial road between Pergamum and Sardis. Famous for its purple
dyers (e.g., Lydia, Acts 16)
o Religion: chief ancient deities were Helius Pythius Apollo Tyrimnaeus, a syncretistic
combination of Lydian, Macedonias, and Greek deities, and Artemis. Later the cult of Roma
and Augustus was incorporated in 2BC.
Christ’s Identification (v. 18)

o Son of God
Þ Eyes:
Þ Feet:

Christ’s Commendation (v. 19)

o “I know…”

Christ’s Warning (vv. 20–23)

o “But I have this against you…”
Þ Jezebel
Þ Those who commit adultery with her
Þ Her children
o “And all the churches will know…”
Christ’s Promise (vv. 24–29)

o “But to the rest of you…”
•

“who do not…who have not…”

•

“to you I say…”

o “The one who conquers…” (ὁ νικῶν)
•

“I will give…even as I myself have received”

•

“I will give…”

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”

See Mark Wilson, “The Social and Geographical World of Thyatira,” in Lexham Geographic Commentary on Acts through
Revelation, ed. Barry J. Beitzel (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2019), 655–64.

i

