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three days later
rising from the
dead.
Think of your favorite story, your favorite movie, or your favorite

book. Have you ever noticed that most good stories have as their

climax a turn in the story from the most desperate of situations to

victory, new life, or a “happy ending”? 

 

From Frozen to Star Wars to the Princess Bride, this plotline is the

skeleton of most of our best movies. Why is this? Perhaps

because at the climax, the center, of the story of human history

there is a turn from the Jesus--the God of life made man--

hanging dead on a cross to three days later rising from the dead.

J.R.R. Tolkien, who wrote, in my opinion, one of the best non-

biblical stories of all time (the Lord of the Rings trilogy), said the

following about the story of death and resurrection we celebrate

at Eastertime…

 

 
 
 
 

 

As we enter this tale unlike any other together over the next 10

days, I invite you to read the Gospel accounts here as if you

were one of the people in them… like you would if you were

dreaming of being Elsa or wishing you were as brave as the Man

in Black. Dream with me what it would be like to be the criminal

on the cross next to Jesus, or the disciple Jesus loved whom he

took care of in his last hour. 

”The Gospels contain a fairy-story, or a story of a larger kind
which embraces all the essence of fairy-stories…There is no
tale ever told that men would rather find to be true, and

none which so many skeptical men have accepted as true on
its own merit.”



To help us start dreaming along these lines, read Romans 6:5-14.

 
"5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a

resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self[a] was crucified with him in order that the body of

sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has

died has been set free[b]from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live

with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer

has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he

lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.     

 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present

your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who

have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 

14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace."

 

Write down the commands you read. 

 

 

 

 

 

What are some parts of your life you think God would want you to get rid of? 

 

 

 

 

 

What are some things in life you think God wants you to grab hold of? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “therefore” in v.12 is very important in this passage. This invitation Paul gives

to consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God is an invitation to join the story

of Jesus’ death and resurrection... to not only wish that such a beautiful story was

true, but to actually join the story and live it out in our own lives. So come…

 

...AND JOIN THE ADVENTURE!!!
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Read Isaiah 53: 5-7, 12

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he
was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to
the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so
he opened not his mouth.
 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to
death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the
sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.
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The prophet Isaiah tells of a coming Savior, Jesus, who would enter
into a world of rebellious people that rejected Him. Even then, out of
His great love, he would die for them. Because the people ran head
first into sin as a flock of sheep without a shepherd, this Messiah would
carry their sins to a criminal’s cross. He would bear the punishment
their sin deserved. He would take on their grief, pain, and sorrow as
though they were His own. He would do this so they could have
forgiveness, be reconciled with God and enjoy eternal life with their
Heavenly Father.
 
God’s compassion for hurting people and His unconditional love for all
of humankind drove Jesus to sacrificing His own, perfect life for our
broken, sinful lives. Jesus’ death brought us life. His pain purchased
our freedom from sin. He willingly endured the cross for the sake of
rescuing us. For the sake of rescuing you.

According to verses 5 and 6, what is humankind’s true nature?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you respond to the reality that our hearts are naturally sinful and

turn from God?

 

 

 

 

 

 



Make a list of words from this passage that you may not understand.
Look up and write out the definition of these words.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After defining and grasping what the passage is saying a little better, is
the reality of Jesus’ sacrifice shocking to you? What is the most shocking
thing about this reality to you?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you believe Jesus’ death paid for all of your sin? Where in your life is
it the hardest to believe Christ’s blood paid for your sin, even there?

P R A Y
Ask God to seek your heart and reveal your sin to you. Thank Him for His

great love that sent His Son to the cross to pay for your sin, past, present and
future. Ask God to help you actively and obediently turn away from your sin

and turn to Jesus, the way and the truth and the life. Repent of your disbelief
and the ways you turn from Him. Thank Him for being your Father who runs

after you even as you so often run away from Him.
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two
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Read Matthew 1:17-25
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations,
and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from
the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ[a] took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call
his name Immanuel”(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

andrew



The angel told Joseph that Jesus was going to take away people’s
sin, confirming that Jesus was, for sure, God’s long-awaited Son.
Think of what this means to you that Jesus made it possible for you
and God to be in a relationship with each other!
 
Reread the passage and note how the angel told Joseph that his son
would take away the sins of the world. Why is this important?
Because it confirms Jesus was truly God’s Son! 
 
For Joseph to follow through with marrying Mary, he had to
completely trust God. Marrying a pregnant girl was a huge disgrace,
but God had told him to stay with her. Joseph might have asked,
“why me?" and, "what will people think?" But, Joseph knew God well
enough to believe that the girl he was pledged to marry was
carrying the Son of God in her womb. Clearly, Joseph was a man
who maintained an active relationship with God through prayer and
a life of obedience to God’s commands.
 
Joseph’s deeply rooted relationship with God withstood many trials
and attacks, and carried him on a mission beyond anything he had
ever imagined for his life.
 
Meditate throughout the day today on the following quote:  

 
 
 

“The most important aspect 
of Christianity is not the work we do, but the

relationship we maintain and the surrounding influence
and qualities produced by that relationship. That is all
God asks us to give our attention to, and it is the one

thing that is continually under attack.” 
-- Oswald Chambers 



If you were in Joseph’s position what would you have done?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why was it important that Mary was a virgin?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph spent a lot of time with the Lord and knew when to listen to His
voice. Do you spend enough time with Him, can you recognize His voice
from the voices of the world?

P R A Y
Father thank you for the example of Joseph. Thank you for his faith in
You. I pray today that I would trust you like he did. I pray that I would
learn to listen to your voice and obey you no matter what anyone else

tells me. Amen
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Read Matthew 26:17-30
17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus,
saying, “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He
said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My
time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my
disciples.’” 19 And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they
prepared the Passover. 20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the
twelve.         21 And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of
you will betray me.” 22 And they were very sorrowful and began to say to
him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He who has dipped
his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is
written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25 Judas, who
would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said
so.”
 
 
 

bekah



 
26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my
body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it
to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I
tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.” 30 And when they had
sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

continued...

The Passover feast for the Jews was one of great preparation. The meal itself
would have included roasted lamb, bitter herbs, unleavened bread, fruit sauce
and wine, these all would have been shared during the evening together around
a table as a family. They would remember the Israelites in Egypt and how God
had saved them by putting the blood of a clean lamb over their doorpost to
protect them from God’s judgement. 
 
As we enter into this scene, preparation has begun throughout all the city. Jesus
tells his disciples to go and prepare for the Passover dinner, knowing that this
Passover would be the last. Why? Because Jesus knew that he in a day would
give himself over to be the ultimate sacrifice. As we continued reading in
Matthew 26, we then enter into the house with Jesus and his disciples eating this
Passover Meal. Just imagine the stories being told and the laughter being
exchanged among friends. Then in the midst of it all, Jesus tells his disciples that
one of them was going to betray him. Can you imagine how that would have
shifted the tone of the night? 
 
There’s a YouTube video of a guy who lives near Johannesburg, South Africa.
The reason for the video is to document this guy’s “friends.” All 38 of them. See,
this guy lives each day with 38 African lions! Have you everheard the old saying,
“If you play with fire you’re gonna get burned?” Would it surprise you if one day
this guy made the news because one of his 38 friends has betrayed his trust and
turned him into dinner?
 
Betrayal is a harsh reality in life. In this passage Jesus reveals His betrayer while
reminding His disciples that His soon-to-be bloodshed would purchase
forgiveness for their sins. The betrayer, Judas Iscariot would turn on Jesus and
choose not to accept His free gift of grace. Most people will experience a
moment where a friend betrays them. Maybe you already have experienced this.
If you have, you know it hurts. But does the fact that it hurts to be betrayed
mean that we should stop opening yourself to trust or to love? Of course not.
Jesus didn’t. And neither should you.
 



Put yourself in the disciples shoes, what would your response have been if
you had been sitting at the table and Jesus had told you that one of you
would betray him? 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you think Jesus felt, knowing that one of his closest friends would
betray him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judas turned his back on Jesus, he believed the lie that we all often
believe, that we can do life better on our own. That Jesus ultimately isn't
worth it. For Judas, he believed that wealth and status was better than
Jesus, enough to turn him over.
 
What in your life do you often believe is better than God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What happens to your relationship with God when he isn’t giving you the
things you think you need in order to be happy?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"If you choose to believe the lie that Jesus isn’t enough, or if you believe that he
isn’t living up to your expectations, it’s a subtle but real form of betrayal." 

- The Gospel Coalition



P R A Y

What does Jesus tell his disciples the wine and bread represent? Why do we

still today take of the Lord's Supper? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we end this day with reliving the Judas betraying Jesus as Jesus proclaims

what is to come, and look to Good Friday, where we will remember the death

of Jesus Christ, what do you need to remember about what Jesus did for you

on the cross? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spend time thanking God that he sent his Son to be the ultimate Passover

Lamb. That we no longer have to shed the blood of animals for our sin,

because Jesus has shed his blood on the cross. Now we live in the hope that

one day we will be seated around the table sharing this meal with the Lord
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Read John 18:1-14

Before you read these verses, put yourself in Jesus’ shoes. Imagine what it would have

been like for him that night- being with his friends, knowing what was coming, and then

watching it all come about. Think about how He was God and had all the power to stop

it- but yet was willingly arrested, no fighting back. 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the
brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered.      
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there
with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some
officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and
torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him,
came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him,
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.”[a] Judas, who betrayed him,
was standing with them. 6 When Jesus[b] said to them, “I am he,” they drew
back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do you
seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I
am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.”... 

kaitlin



...9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave
me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and
struck the high priest's servant[c] and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name
was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I
not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”
 
12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the
Jews[d] arrested Jesus and bound him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he
was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It was
Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man
should die for the people.

continued... 

Why? Why did he choose this? 
 
Why does he react the way he does? 
 
I think sometimes growing up in the church it is easy for us to hear this story,
the one we have heard so many times and for it to feel distant to us. Like an old
story in a history book that doesn’t have anything to do with us. But today as
you read this true account, remember that not only did this story really happen-
but it is deeply personal to you. Jesus was thinking of you when he went to the
cross- He loves you that much to walk through that for you. 
 
Hebrews 12:1-2 says, 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let
lay aside every weight, and sin that clings so closely and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
 

What was the joy set before Him? 
 
What could Jesus possibly desire that he did not already have as the Son of
God? 
 
You were the joy that was set before him. 
 
You were the reason that He went to the cross.



“I choose you. Before the foundations of the world, I formed you, and made you my own.
You are a work of art, a masterpiece, a never-to-be-repeated way that I, the God of all
creation, has chosen to express himself. I made you with great care and intention to be my
very own. You are fearfully made and wonderfully unique. You are my beloved, my delight,
and the joy of my heart. When you begin to doubt your own value and worth, just remember

that I choose you. When you begin to question whether or not you are worth loving, just
remember that I choose you. And when you find yourself unsure of the depths of my

affection, just remember that I choose you- not once, not twice, but always again.        I
choose you. You are mine.”

When you picture God’s face towards you- what expression is he
making? 
 
 
 
 
 
Is He pleased with you? Is he angry, disappointed? What do you think? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is it easy or hard for you to believe God loves you? 
 
 
 
 
 
How did Jesus react to his arrest? 
 
 

Below are some words written by Jim Branch. Read them and hear the Father

speaking these truths to you...



What does that show you about how God feels about you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you think we should respond to God’s love? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is one thing you want to focus on as Easter approaches?

P R A Y
Lord, thank you for your love and your sacrifice. I pray today that You would
allow me to understand more and more what you did on the cross. I pray that

these stories would not just go in one ear and out the other, but that the
truths of the gospel would sink deep into my heart. I pray that You would
open my eyes more to Your love for me and that I would in turn, love You

more than anything else.



day
five
 

Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the
law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him
away and handed him over to Pilate.2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked
Pilate.“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 3 The chief priests accused him of many
things. 4 So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many
things they are accusing you of.” 5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was
amazed. 6 Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the
people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists
who had committed murder in the uprising. 

Imagine yourself as a videographer capturing the entire passage below as a

documentary of Jesus’ final hours on earth. As you read, imagine what it would

be like to take in the sights, sounds, and raw emotions of the people around you.

Watch how some mourn and others mock. Let your feelings come alive as you

take in what you imagine took place.

4/10

Read Mark 15:1-38

matthew



8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 9 “Do
you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, 10 knowing it
was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11 But
the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.      
 12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked  
them. 13 “Crucify him!” they shouted. 14 “Why? What crime has he committed?”
asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus
flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 
 
16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called
together the whole company of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on him, then
twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18 And they began to call out
to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they struck him on the head
with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him.
20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
 
21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was
passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross.
22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the place of
the skull”). 23 Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.     
24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each
would get. 25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written
notice of the charge against him read: the king of the jews. 27 They crucified two
rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. [28] [a]29 Those who passed
by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to
destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 come down from the cross and
save yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law
mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save
himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross,
that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.
 
33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. 34 And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi,
Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?”).[b] 35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s
calling Elijah.” 36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff,
and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to
take him down,” he said. 37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 38 The curtain
of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

continued...



As you imagined, what were some things you heard in the story?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are some things you might have smelled? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What were some of the emotions Jesus and those around him experienced

during this story? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think about a time you’ve been wrongly accused for something you didn’t

do. What did you want to do when that happened to you?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you think Jesus did not defend himself when he was wrongly

accused? 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGE

Share with one of your

friends or family what you

feel about Jesus’ death on

your behalf. Ask them what

they feel about that story.



What feelings does this story bring up in you as you imagine it? 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think Jesus wanted you to feel when he did this all because he

wanted to live with you forever?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take the emotions you felt in your reading and express them to God right now. 

 

 

 

Write a prayer below that starts with “Jesus, when I think of all you did for me

when you died on the cross, I feel ________.” Then go on to talk about why

you feel that way, ending with praise that Jesus did all this for you.

 

Jesus, when I think of all you did for me when you died on the cross, I   
feel . . .
 

CHALLENGE

Share with one of your

friends or family what you

feel about Jesus’ death on

your behalf. Ask them what

they feel about that story.



day
six
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Read Matthew 27:55-66
55 There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had
followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, 56 among whom were Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons
of Zebedee. 57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea,
named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph
took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 60 and laid it in his own new
tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of
the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there,
sitting opposite the tomb. 62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation,
the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we
remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will
rise.’ 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his
disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’
and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a
guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went and made
the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

morgan



Things seem hopeless. Jesus has been placed in the grave, enclosed in the
tomb by a stone and guarded by soldiers. Even the Pharisees remember
Jesus had said He would raise from the dead three days after his death,
but His resurrection seems impossible. As was custom of the Jews, Jesus
was wrapped in cloth and His death was finalized. How could He come
back? 
 
 
When you face situations that are hard and feel hopeless, what is the first
thing you turn to for comfort?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thinking back to a time that felt hopeless, can you now look back and see
how God was working even then? Explain.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write down a specific experience when hope felt lost but God was faithful
to bring you out of darkness. Keep this in your journal or Bible so when
hard times come you can read it and remember God’s faithfulness.
 
 
 
 
 
 



P R A Y

Write  out a prayer, thanking God for being our hope and meeting us in
our need. Ask Him to give you a heart that holds onto this true hope,
even in your darkest moments. List out truths about God and His
character, and praise Him for being unchangeable in the highs, lows
and mundane parts of life. Thank Him for meeting your every need.
 
 
 
 
 

After writing your prayer, read it out loud, confidently, trusting that
He hears and cares for you deeply. How amazing that the God of all

creation listens and cares for us! Let’s rejoice in that today.



day
seven
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Read John 20:1-18
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early,
while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the
tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out
with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but
he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the
tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had
been on Jesus'[a] head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place
by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went
in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the
Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to
their homes...
 

andrew



Continued...
... 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped
to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the
body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are
you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic,
[b] “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to
me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say
to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen
the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.

Jesus showed His power over death as He came back from the dead three
days after the crucifixion. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus shows
his complete control over all things and how this gives you confidence to live
as a Christ-follower.   
 
Begin today by meditating on this quote: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There is no power in the cross, but rather the One who died on it. 
 
There is no power in the empty tomb, but rather the one who got up and
walked out of it. 
 
There is no real power in a person’s life except the power of Christ within. 

“When I survey the wondrous cross on which the
Prince of Glory died, my richest gain I count

but lost. And pour contempt on all my pride.” -
- Isaac Watts



P R A Y

Look at the excitement the characters in the story had, they were running
to see what happened to Jesus. Do you get excited about your relationship
with Him? Why or Why not?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus tells Mary to go and tell the disciples and she does just that. Are you
quick to listen to the Lord or do you run away from Him? Think about it in
the context of His commandments: don’t gossip, honor your father and
mother, love your neighbor (parents and siblings included)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What happened to make Mary realize it was Jesus instead of the
gardener?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isn’t it awesome that we serve a God who is so personal with us that Mary
recognized Him by the way He said her name!

Take some time and talk with the Lord about your personal feelings: with

Him, your family, this virus, your friends, your hobbies, etc. He cares!!!



day
eight

4/13

Read John 20:26-31
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it
in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My
Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which
are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.

bekah



I am quick to read this story and think, "Thomas, seriously, why are you
doubting Jesus after all the time you have spent with him?" But how
often is that us, we have seen God work in our lives countless times, but
we are still so quick to doubt. But the way Jesus responds to Thomas is
one that we need to see and rejoice in. When Thomas questions Jesus,
Jesus doesn't respond angry or even irritated. He responds in love and
gives Thomas proof that he is real and had truly risen from the dead. 
 
We can confidently believe that Jesus was who He said He was.
Through this belief we gain life. Today let's reflect on and express
thanks for the life God made possible to us through Jesus’ life, death,
and resurrection. Jesus knew that we would be quick to doubt, maybe
for some of us we doubt if Jesus is really who we have grown up being
told he is. So lets thank Jesus that he knew we would be people of
doubt, and that he has given us evidence that this incredible story of
redemption is true and is for you! John ends this passage by reminding
us of the purpose for all he that wrote down for us to read...
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where in your own life have you been like Thomas and doubted God? 
 
 
 
 
 
How does Jesus respond to Thomas' doubt? How does Jesus respond to
your doubt?
 
 
 
 
 
What truths do you need to believe in today to fight these doubts?
(Spend time looking for scripture that goes with these truths) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by

believing you may have life in his name"



Look around your room. Find a gadget of some sort lying
around that, although it does its job quite well, you could
have never invented and have no idea how it does that
thing it does. Pick it up and hold. Now imagine how 

Thomas must have felt when Jesus showed him the scars in His
hands. A real human being is back from the dead! It was probably
on the threshold of being too much for the mind to comprehend!
Science could not explain it. Thomas’ mind certainly could not solve
this mystery.
 
 
 

P R A Y
Spend time confessing to God where you are doubting him
today. Maybe it is doubting that he is control, maybe it is

doubting he is good, etc. Ask God to help your unbelief and to
give you truth to fight all your doubts. 

Has anything happened in your own life that you can not explain
except only through the Power of God? (If you are a believer that
was through the Power of God that you are saved!) 
 
 
 
 
 
Who do you need to tell that Jesus has raised from the dead and
that through Jesus they can have true life?
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us proclaim together with Peter... 
 
 
 
 
 

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with
glory,9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

1 Peter 1:8-9



day
nine

4/14

Read Acts 1:1-11
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and
teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He
presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.4 And while
staying[a] with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.”
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to
know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing
into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him
go into heaven.”

matthew



...What a joy to have experienced that story! But how sad that it is over. 
 
What do you think the disciples felt as they experienced this part of their
story with Jesus?
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think Jesus didn’t stick around but left his disciples like this?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some repeated words in the story above? Does that help you
answer the question above? 

The end of a good
story is always
bittersweet...

CHALLENGE

Come up with one

phrase/question or one

thing you could do to show

the love of Jesus to a friend

or neighbor this week



V. 8 is a central part of this passage and the whole book of Acts. What
do you think it looks like to be a witness to the stories we read about
these past few days?  
 
 
 
 
 
When I was in high school I went to a camp that taught me how to use a
slingshot and bow/arrow. At first I remember how hard it was to pull that
string back on the bow so that the arrow had enough momentum to make
it to the target. The command of Jesus to be his witnesses throughout all
the earth can be a pretty scary one for all of us. But the story we have
just walked through is powerful enough to give us momentum to reach
that target. 
 
What is hard for you about being a witness to Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What parts of this story and the stories we have read in the past few
days encourage you to be a witness?
 
 
 
 
 
 

P R A Y
Spend some time in prayer for the Holy Spirit to make you a witness to your

friends and neighbors. Admit to God the ways you may feel scared to be a

witness. Name specific people you know who do not know Jesus. Pray for them.

Thank God that he never leaves you alone through his Spirit! 



day
ten

4/15

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.[a] The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who
through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling[b] the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to
us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

andrew



The new life we have in Christ motivates us to be vocal and visible
messengers to the world around us. Thank God that He has called you to
be a messenger of His story, and ask God to help you be more effective in
doing so.  

 
 
      GO OUTSIDE AND LOOK AT THE SKY. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 refers to a person who is a “new person,” who is
“Christ’s ambassador,” and has been “made right through Christ.” 
 
 
 
As a follower of Christ do you believe that?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does it mean to be an ambassador?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice its massive expanse. See how you can’t help
but notice it when you are outside. Pause and take it
all in. Jesus is calling you to be vocal and visible
messengers to the world around you. He wants you
to live life in such a way that people can’t help but
see Him when they are around you. Like the sky to
the outdoors, He wants your life to be an obvious
reflection of His love.



List 3 ways you can be an ambassador for Christ during this time of
social distancing

P R A Y
Father thanks for trusting me to be one of your ambassadors. I pray I would

represent you well, and when I fail, I pray I would ask your forgiveness

quickly. Jesus thanks for changing my heart and identity and making it your

own. Let me use your Spirit to glorify you! Amen
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