
 

 

Canada Mission Trip Support 
Raising Information 

 PAY YOUR DEPOSIT: Once you have turned in your application and been accepted, the next step is to 

register online and pay a $200 non-refundable, non-transferable deposit, which will be credited toward 

the cost of the trip.  

a) Those who have turned in applications, will be sent a link to register.  

b) Additional online giving can be done through MyMitchellRoad. Questions, contact Debbie Billings. 
 

 RAISE SUPPORT: After applying, being accepted, and paying your deposit, your next step is to raise support. 

You may self-fund part of the trip but at least half of your payment needs to come from support letters 

and other support raising means (see below). Here is everything you need to know about raising support. 

a) Everyone going on a Mitchell Road trip has already received a subsidy – Trips are funded in 

part by Mitchell Road. The published trip cost reflects this subsidy, reducing the amount for which 

you are responsible. Since the church has covered a portion of your costs, additional scholarship 

money is not available from the youth ministry; you will need to cover the entire amount for the 

trip. We know this trip is very expensive, and that is part of the reason it is crucial to raise 

support! 

b) How people give towards your trip – All contributions made to Mitchell Road are considered 

tax-deductible expenses and are non-refundable. Once you’ve paid your deposit, contributions can 

be made by you or your supporters in three ways: 

 Mail a Check to the church at 207 Mitchell Road, Attn: Debbie Billings, Greenville, SC 29615 

and include a slip of paper that indicates “name of trip - your name”. Checks should be payable 

to MRPC. 

 Dropped by the church either to Debbie in the youth building or at the front office. 

 Online giving through MyMitchellRoad. www.mitchellroad.org. This is a different than the 

initial registration. Please contact Debbie in the youth office, if you have any questions. 

c) Viewing contributions – A list of contributions made to the church on your behalf is available by 

emailing a request to dbillings@mitchellroad.org. To protect the financial privacy of contributors, 

money may be contributed anonymously. 

d) If you raise more than enough – If you raise more than the total cost of the trip, those funds are 

placed into the general fund to subsidize this or future mission trips. The Youth Staff will make all 

decisions about the allocation of overages once the final payment deadline for your trip has passed.  

Due to the tax-exempt status of contributions, no money will be refunded to any individual 

contributor or participant. 

e) Payment Deadlines  

 January 17, 2018: Your $200 non-refundable, non-transferable deposit is due. 

 July 6th: Final balances are due on the day we leave for Canada. This remaining payment will 

be whatever balance is left after deposit and support raised. Make sure those supporting you 

know that they will need to have support in by July 1, 2018. Any outstanding balance will be 

processed on July 6th using the same method of payment used when making your initial 

deposit unless other arrangements have been made. 
 

f) Cancellation by Participant – If you have to withdraw from the trip, there are several things 

you should know: 

 Deposits are never refundable. 

 Other contributions made on your behalf are also not refundable if the trip takes place. 

http://www.mitchellroad.org/


Contributions are refundable only if Mitchell Road cancels the trip and must be at the 

request of the contributor.  

 If an airline ticket has been purchased, the church reserves the right to fill the vacated spot 

with another individual and credit them with support dollars to ensure the trip takes place. 
 

g) How to Raise Support – One of the first steps of your mission effort is trusting God through steps of 

faith to provide the funds. Raising support is an act of faith that God will get you where He wants 

you to go. It can be a time-consuming process, so get started as soon as you are accepted to the trip. 

Don't procrastinate. There are several ways to raise support. 

 

Support Letters  
 

1. Why? We are asking everyone to send out support letters regardless of how much you can pay with your 
own funds. Remember the goal is to raise supporters, not just support. You are looking for a team of 
people to invest in what God is doing in your life, not just asking people for money. You need to be 
completely covered in prayer as you go on your mission and the support raising process is ideal for that 
as well. Also, your letter itself can act as a challenge to other Christians to be involved around the world. 
 

2. How Many? We are asking that you send personalized support letters to at least 15 people. 
 

3. Who? Ask the Lord’s help in coming up with your support list. Don’t be shy. Send letters to friends, 
family, extended family, coworkers, non-believers and anyone who might want to know what you are 
up to and might be able to help. Your letter may be an opening for you to share the Gospel with non-
believers. You will be amazed how God will raise funds for you as you let Him direct you. 

 
4. How? As soon as your application is approved and you’ve paid your deposit, write your letters and put 

them in the mail. You should write the letter yourself and have someone check it for spelling and 
grammar. Avoid a standard “form” letter if possible. The body of the letter can be the same for all 
recipients but personalize at least the name at the top and, if possible, an opening remark or closing 
comment for each letter you send. Limit your entire letter to no more than two pages. Enclosed is a 
sample support letter to help you. Be sure to customize these to accurately reflect the details of your trip. 
Be sure to cover the following: 

 
 Include Something Handwritten 

If you use a standard form letter copied on a copy machine, make sure you include a 
handwritten note at the bottom. Letters written entirely by hand are acceptable though they 
may be perceived as being unauthorized. The best idea: personal typed letters with a 
handwritten note at the bottom. 

 Include a Picture 
If you are writing to a relative or friend whom you have not seen in some time, include a 
recent photograph. The photograph can also serve as a prayer reminder during your project. 

 Be Specific in Your Financial Need/Request 
In the second paragraph of your letter give the specifics of your work project. Where will you be 
going? What exactly you are doing?  How many are on your team?  What is the spiritual climate 
of the city? Following this basic information, you are ready to spell out your financial needs. Be 
specific in your need and request. For example, “The cost of the trip to Chile is $1,400.  Through 
fundraising projects, I have raised $800.  In order to raise the remaining $600, I am writing to 
twelve families asking them to pledge $50 toward my summer mission project.” 

 Ask for prayer! 
Chances are that everyone you write will want to support you in some way. Not everyone will be 
able to support you financially. Give people three options to respond to the letter. It may not be a 
bad idea to include some form to have them fill out.  The options might read: 

- Yes, I will support you financially.  Enclosed is my gift in the amount of: $__________. 

- Yes, I will support you with my prayers. I commit myself to praying for you daily during your 

short-term mission trip. 

- Please send me your prayer letter. 



 

 Include the Statement: 
“All checks are to be made payable to Mitchell Road Presbyterian Church. Please write my 
name and trip name in the memo line of check or attach a separate note stating who the 
donation is for and which mission trip.” 

 Include a stamped addressed envelope with the church address. 
Credibility is gained by having the letter sent back to the church rather than to your home. If 
the letter is sent to the church, make sure that your name is included on the envelope. 

 The Final Outline of your letter should look something like: 

a) Introduction 

b) What you will be doing this summer 

c) What your financial needs for trip are 

d) Financial support requested 

e) Prayer support requested 

f) Closing 
 Phone Calls. Around ten days after your letters are mailed, make follow-up phone calls to most 

of those to whom you sent letters. This will give you a chance to tell them a bit more about your 
trip and ensure they do not forget about your letter. If you aren’t making phone calls, you 
aren’t raising support! 

 
Other Fundraising Suggestions  

1. Odd Jobs – Mow lawns, baby-sit, or find other creative ways to earn additional money. 

2. Personal Sacrifice – Don’t eat out, save money you would typically spend on entertainment, drink 

water instead of soft drinks. Put any money saved toward the trip. 

3. Make Something – Use special talents or skills to make items for sale. Find a creative place 

to sell the items. 

4. Be Creative – Think of other ways to raise money for the trip that are creative and specific to 

you and your gifts. 
 

          Common Misconceptions about Support Raising: 
 MYTH: Friends don’t ask friends for money. I’ll lose friends. 

 TRUTH: the body of Christ supports one another, and most friends will be happy to know 

about your trip and contribute what they can! 

MYTH: You shouldn’t ask people to give, just ask them to pray. 

 TRUTH: You should definitely ask people to pray, but you should also ask them to give, as 

they are able, to the mission of God through your trip! 

MYTH: If you have the money, you should just pay for your own trip. 
 TRUTH: Of course you should put some “skin in the game” yourself; however, not raising 

any of the support is robbing others of the opportunity to invest in what God is doing in 
you and around the world! 

MYTH: You should only ask people that you think have disposable income & can afford it. 
 TRUTH: It isn’t about the amount someone is able to give but rather about the fact that 

they do give and join the mission of God in that way! You’ll be surprised how God uses 
your request for support to shape others and call them deeper into His global mission. 

MYTH: You can’t ask people for money that you asked last year. 
 TRUTH: Remember you aren’t raising support – you are raising supporters. Therefore, 

when done in the right way, you are building a team around you to pray for you, guide 
you, encourage you, and indeed support you as you follow the Lord’s call on your life. 
Therefore, as you build your support team, it is completely fine to ask people for 
support as you have the opportunity to take part in different opportunities! 
 

Have Questions? 
Contact Neel (nskelton@mitchellroad.org)  

 



 
Sample Support Raising Letter 

 
 
Dear (name of person you are writing): 
 
(Make the first paragraph a personal greeting and basic introduction). 
 
I am thrilled that God has opened the door for me to serve on a mission trip to  _____________  . We will be partnering 
with MNA Church Planters, Rohan & Rebecca Crown in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada. Our main work on this trip will be to 
serve Amazing Grace Community Church (planted by Rohan and Rebecca) as they organize and host a community wide 
Bible Club throughout the week we are there. At the same time, we will build relationships with the people we serve, 
seeking to love them in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
Your help is needed! This is a team project, and I would be blessed if you would be a partner on my team. First, I need 
your prayers for the spiritual battles ahead. We want the Lord to be glorified this summer.  Second, your help is needed to 
cover part of the cost for this trip.  The total cost is ____________. Would you please prayerfully consider supporting me 
this summer as we share the gospel and minister to those in need? 
 
If you would like to partner with me, please make your check payable to Mitchell Road Presbyterian Church and return it 
to the church with my name and the trip name in the memo line (include stamped addressed envelope to the church 
along with this letter). Mitchell Road will send you a tax receipt. 
 
Our trip is scheduled for _____________________ , so I am praying for all support to come in by _____________. Please 
know that I would love to talk with you and answer any question you may have about this mission trip. 
 
You are very important to me. Thank you for praying for this mission effort and for considering being part of our team! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
(Your name) 
 
 




