
Support Raising 
 
Why raise support? 

1. Allows us to trust God and build our faith that He will provide 
2. Confirms His call to the team 
3. Allows the Lord to bless those who give 
4. Open other’s eyes to what God is doing in our lives and other places 
5. Humbles our prideful, independent hearts 
6. Builds a supernaturally woven team of prayer support 
7. Because God wants others to worship Him with their whole lives – including their 

finances. 
 
Let’s look to Scripture: 
-Matthew 10:5-11 5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’8 Heal the sick, raise 
the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without 
pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper for your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two 
tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. 11 And whatever town or 
village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart 
 
-Romans 15:20-24 and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has 
already been named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, 21 but as it is written, “Those who 
have never been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.” 22 This 
is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you. 23 But now, since I no 
longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have longed for many years to come 
to you, 24 I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there 
by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while.           

-2 Corinthians 1:16 I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you 
from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to Judea. 
 
-Philippians 4:15-16 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the 
gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and 
receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once 
and again. 
 
Principles to Remember: 

1. You are not just raising support to do ministry, support raising is ministry! 
2. People ultimately give to God, not you.  The giving is vertical, not horizontal 
3. God is ultimately the Source of what you need, not your supporters, plan or hard work 
4. Your largest enemy in this process will be you – fear, laziness, being apologetic, timid, 

comparing with others, etc. 
5. Prayer is the MOST important part – it is how the process is started, supported, and 

finished. 
 
 



HOW TO WRITE A FINANCIAL SUPPORT LETTER 
 
 

1. Include something handwritten if you can. 
Even if you type your letter, writing a personal note to each person can go a long way. 
 

2. Include a picture. 
If you are writing to a relative or friend who you have no seen in some time, include a 
recent photograph.  The photograph can also serve as a prayer reminder during your 
mission trip 
 

3. Be specific in your financial need/request. 
No one wants to receive a letter read: “Yo, I need some money for this mission trip.  
Please send whatever you can.”  In the second paragraph of your letter give the specifics 
of your work project.  Where you will be going?  Exactly what you’ll be doing?  How 
many are on your team?  What is the spiritual climate of the area/country? 
 

 Following this basic information, you are ready to spell out your specific financial needs.   
Be specific in your need and your request.  For example: “The cost of the trip to 
Baltimore is $650.  Through my own money and fund raising projects, I’ve raised $300.  
In order to raise the remaining $350, I am asking 14 families to give $25 toward my 
Summer Mission Trip.” 
 

4. Ask for prayer! 
Chances are that everyone you write will want to support you in some way.  Not 
everyone will be able to support you financially.  Give people three options if they 
choose to respond to the letter.  It may not be a bad idea to include some form to have 
them fill out. 
The options should read: 

 Yes, I will support your financially.  Enclosed is my gift in the amount of ______. 
 Yes, I will support with my prayers.  I commit myself to praying for you daily 

during your Mission Trip. 
 Please send me your prayer letter. 

 
5. Include the statement: 

“All checks are to be made payable to Mitchell Road Presbyterian Church.  Please attach 
a separate note to your check stating who your donation is for.”   
OR  
“If you would like to donate to the team online, go to mitchellroad.org. On the bottom of 
the home page, there is a "Give" button that will direct you to a Giving page with a link 
and then a drop down of choices:  
Chose "ST Mission Teams" 
and select which team:  
2018 Jr. High Going Greenville Mission Team 
2018 Sr. High Canada Mission Team 
2018 Sr. High Chattanooga Mission Team 



 
6. Include a church-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Credibility is gained by having check/prayer support send back to the church rather 
than your home.  Be sure to include your name on the form or envelope. 
 

7. The final outline of your letter should look something like: 
1. Introduction 
2. What you will be doing this summer 
3. What are you financial needs 
4. Financial support requested 
5. Prayer support requested 
6. Closing 

 
8. Write a thank you letter after the trip to everyone who supported you 

financially/through prayer 
 
 
 
If you have any questions, concerning your financial support letter, contact your team leader. 
 
 
*If you are only writing a letter to ask for prayer support and no financial support, be sure to 
include specific prayer requests and extra details to be praying for: when the trip departs, 
returns, etc.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


