Dayspring Update
April 6, 2018
Thank you Nursery Workers
April 8 - Joanne Wendell & Megan Colborn
April 15 - Kay Jervis & Brianna Jervis
April 22 - Shirley Adams & Erin McCrae
April 29 - Sherril Murray & Lois Duncan
On Call April - Sherrill Murray
On Call April 29 - Ella Colborn

BREAKFAST MEETING
Marty Childers, Teaching
SATURDAY, APRIL 28 - 8:30 AM
DAYSPRING BUILDING

SUNDAY - APRIL 8!

You are invited to a baby shower for our next door neighbors, Kate and Tim, on Sunday,
April 8, at 2:30 pm. Kate and Tim are new to Durham and rent the house next door to the
Dayspring Building. They do not have any family or friends in this area, so as an act of
kindness, we are having a baby shower for their little daughter arriving in early. The shower
is a great opportunity for us to express our compassion and practice our friendship skills, as
we have been learning about in recent sermons. Let's show them how much God loves them
by showering them with baby gifts. They are registered at Target and at Amazon under Kate
McCann and Timothy Bonner. If you have any questions, please contact Beth Craig, Beverly
Goodrich, or Mei Goodrich.

•

Praise the Lord that Margaret Tew’s health has improved and she has been able o rejoin us in
corporate worship on Sunday mornings!

•

Pray for our dear brother Chip Camp. Chip has been sent home from the hospital and is under
Hospice care. Please pray for God’s peace to reign over him.

•

Pray, along with the Durham Ministers in Prayer, that God will reign in this city. Pray for our
President and other leaders. Pray that God would intervene in the lives of men, women, and
children, and draw them to Himself.

•

Pray for our missionaries, for their safety and that God’s Spirit would breathe life into the
people to whom they minister. Pray for all the ministries that Dayspring supports with our Faith
Commitment Offering. Each of the missionaries and ministries we support send out more information than we can share in this newsletter. They rely on your specific prayers. Stay better
informed by signing up for their updates! Contact the church office for more information.

•

Pray for your unsaved or unchurched neighbors, friends, and family. You may be the missionary that God has chosen to reach them with the Good News of Jesus Christ!

•

Praise - Remember to thank the Lord for all answers to prayer. His mercy endures forever!

Can You Help?
Ralph Thompson, Executive Director of Emergency Chaplains reports that they have a BIG project
going on and need just a little help. This summer they are hosting a non-fundraising awareness
event where Lt. General Jerry Boykin will be the speaker. It's going to be an "invitation only" event
and they have to hand-address the invitations.
They are going to need help addressing envelopes, stuffing, labeling and sorting. There is also a
need to help look up telephone numbers using a computer. Could you help one morning, afternoon or evening next week? They will start on Tuesday, April 10 and go through the end of the
week.
Contact Chaplain Kim Wilkinson if you can help. She will be happy to answer any questions that
you have. You can reach Kim on her cell at 919-943-1237.

DID YOU KNOW?
GETTING TO KNOW YOU LUNCH
Immediately after the service!
April 15 - Join us for a delicious meatball
& noodle lunch, provided
April 29 - Covered Dish Lunch

Durham has been ranked best city
for millennials, according to Growella,
a money management website targeted at young adults. That means
more and more young adults will be
moving here! Make a point to welcome them. “...open your eyes and look at the
fields! They are ripe for harvest.” - John 4:35
Read more at wral.com/durham-ranked-bestcity-for-millennials/16868777/

From Your Pastor ~
Instead of a message from me this month, we share this in-depth letter from Jim Dowsett. We have
invested in Jim's ministry through WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS for the last 26 years; if you don't
know him, here is a great introduction.

Pastor Mac
A Message from Dayspring’s Missionary Jim Dowsett
He is risen!
He is risen, indeed!
(“Paschal Greeting and Reply” or “Easter Acclamation” of the Ancient Church)
“The gradual process is of no use at all.”
“There is no other day. All days are present now.”
“This moment contains all moments.”
(An Angel’s responses to a Ghost in C.S. Lewis’ “The Great Divorce”)

I began writing this on Easter 2018 and so give you the greeting “Our Lord is risen indeed!” I pray this finds
you trusting and resting fully in “the hope held out in the gospel.” (Col. 1:23) For me, the various services
and events of the past Holy Week, and especially Easter morning’s worship in church was an affirmation
and confirmation of God’s reality and plan which so often appears hidden and clouded in uncertainty to our
feeble perceptions. This moment, this great day of remembrance, certainly contains all of Christ’s finished
work on the cross and His unfolding efforts throughout history and in our lives to establish His Kingdom
more fully on His earth, and His church in our midst. It also most certainly includes the winding trail of the
almost 62 years of my sojourn with Him in this world.
Earlier this year, I was reminded of the C.S. Lewis quotes above which I first read in high school. This
moment of my writing to you includes:
• Our twenty-six-and-a-half-year career with Wycliffe Bible Translators
• Our family’s almost three years living in Kenya, and abiding heart-fondness for folks from Africa
• My work with Deaf Bible translation teams from more than twelve different countries during the
past ten years
• The professional and personal challenges of these past four years as I studied and gained fluency
in American Sign Language and have been ushered into a new culture. Learning it can take 2-4 years, and
sometimes even five years to become proficient in a new second language and culture
• Joining a local Deaf Church and becoming an accepted and valued member of that congregation
• The agony last August of summiting my first Colorado “14-ner,” and subsequent dietary and lifestyle changes resulting in significant health improvements
• Taking and completing the “Perspectives on the World Christian Movement” course
• Embracing the joys of grandparenting (x2) and learning of a third arriving later this year;
• Anticipating Drake’s and Kirstin’s wedding later this month;
• The uncertainties of the last half of 2017 as I considered next steps and explored the possibility of
service with several other missions agencies, or getting a “secular” job;
• The successful navigation of two rounds of interviews, in American Sign Language, resulting in an invitation to join the Deaf Bible Society (www.deafbiblesociety.org), as an Exegetical
Analyst to research difficult translation passages for teams around the world! (I will continue to serve
with Wycliffe as they assign me to work with this other agency, which is located in the Dallas area.)
• A commitment before God to communicate with you more often and regularly.
Thank you for your faithful partnership through prayer, financial gifts, and general encouragement during
these difficult months. Please forgive my tardiness in communicating with you and not extending to you the
opportunity to walk more fully alongside this ministry. Special thanks and appreciation go to those of you
who asked questions anyway and gently encouraged me to break the silence. (Continued Next Page)

Jim Dowsett (continued from page 3)
From this moment forward, what happens? First, God knows the plans He has for me, plans to prosper and
give a hope and a future. (Jer 29:11) Second, from this human vantage point, my assignment to Deaf Bible
Society cannot begin until I have regained 100% of Wycliffe’s recommended financial support. During these
years of language learning our support has decreased and we are currently about 20% below Wycliffe’s
target. Given our past experience with such times of “developing and increasing our partnership base,” I
expect this to take several months. We (Wycliffe and Deaf Bible Society) are tentatively planning for me to
start with Deaf Bible Society in mid-August. Between now and then, I hope to personally visit with most, if
not all of you to enjoy one another’s fellowship, answer questions, and renew and refresh our relationships.

One exciting aspect of working with Deaf Bible Society is that the office is signing only—NO VOICE. This
means I will finally be immersed in a signing environment and culture and my proficiency and command of
the language should soar! As God provides the strength and resources, I hope to serve with Deaf Bible
Society for the remainder of my career and hopefully “finish well” the race set before me. (Heb. 12:1) Why?
Because the needs for Bible Translation among Deaf communities are many, and the laborers are few! I
want to become more like Jesus who said, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his
work.” (John 4:34-38)
Consider these facts:
• For 70 million people worldwide, a sign language is their heart language—the first or only
language they know and use daily.
• As many as 80 percent of Deaf children in some countries never receive access to formal
education. Even for those who can read, a written language is a second language that requires extra effort.
• Around the globe, only 2 percent of Deaf people have been introduced to the gospel. There simply
are not enough Christians among the Deaf to establish and grow their own churches.
• There are more than 400 unique sign languages. Each has its own structure and idioms that go
beyond words. Not one of these languages yet has a complete Bible!
• At least 95 percent of sign languages have no Bible translation—not even one verse of God’s
Word!

Thank you for your faithfulness in this work. I look forward to seeing and talking with many of you in the
next few months.
As the Lord brings us to mind, here are some items we would appreciate prayer for:
• Quickly finding sufficient new prayer and financial partners in order to begin work with Deaf Bible
Society.
• Peace and safety for all who are traveling to Drake and Kirstin’s wedding, and God’s rich blessings
on their marriage.
• For faithful churches to be raised up among the many Deaf communities around the world where
Jesus is not yet known.
• Wisdom for Carol and me as we navigate some challenges in the dynamics of our family.
May Our Lord richly bless your labors for His Kingdom, and the work of your hands, minds, souls, and lives.

In Him,
Jim
jim-carol_dowsett@wycliffe.org

1119 Rita Lane, Duncanville, TX 75116
469-765-6277
www.wycliffe.org/partner/DA0866

Dayspring Around
Durham...
You Are Cordially Invited to Attend...
Reality Ministries Annual Talent Show
This extraordinary community event features
performers and artists with and without developmental disabilities! This is their biggest event
of the year, a show guaranteed to amaze and
delight! You don't want to miss it!
This year the show will be held on Monday,
April 23, at the Durham Performing Arts
Center! The evening begins at 6 pm with an
art gallery viewing in the lobby, followed by
on-stage performances at 7 pm.
This event is FREE and open to ALL, but
tickets are required!

Visit dpacnc.com/events/detail/reality-ministriespresent-2018-talent-show to reserve your tickets and
to learn more. Tickets will go fast!
To learn more about Reality Ministries, please visit
realityministriesinc.org
We hope to see you all there!

All nations whom You have made shall
come and worship before You, O Lord, and
shall glorify Your name. - Psalm 86:9
Please join us as we celebrate our diversity
in Chris by worshipping as one and learning to work together to advance Christ’s
Kingdom. Everyone is invited. A nursery
will be provided as well as a “Kingdom
Celebration” for children.

Remember, we want to hear from you when you or
your family member is involved in something around
our city—a performance, a special athletic event, or
other activity. Please submit the information by 9 am
the first Monday of the month you’d like it published in
the newsletter. Pictures are welcome. And please, let
us know BEFORE the event so we can join you!
Please remember to:
• Check the Lost & Found Table.
• Check lights, etc., when leaving the building.
• Lower the seat on the toilet when finished.

