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LEADER CURRICULUM 

Overview 
 
The week we are starting a new series over the last words 
of Jesus before He died on the cross. Throughout this series 
we will have guest speakers presenting several different 
passages. Our hope this month is for students who do not 
know Jesus, that they would come to know Him; for those 
who do, they would be reminded of their identity in Christ. 
 
“My God, My God why have you forsaken me?” At first 
glance these words don’t fill us with much hope, but as we 
dig into the text we will see they are the very words that 
give us hope in places of hopeless- ness. We will dive into 
what exactly is happening when He is saying these words, 
the physicality of Jesus’ death and resurrection, as well as 
where we find our hope.  
 

BOTTOM LINE 
 

Hope doesn’t end 
with the Cross, but 

begins with the 
Resurrection 

 

TEACHING TIPS 
 
This week we’re talking about how Jesus brought Hope in a hopeless situation in a way that the 
people at the crucifixion didn’t expect. Let’s try and keep the conversation on the following topic if 
possible. That the people kept putting Jesus in a box by saying, “If you’re really the Son of God 
you’d save yourself.” How many times do we do that to God? “If you’re really God I wouldn’t be 
going through this crappy situation” or “If you’re really the Son of God my parents wouldn’t be 
getting divorced.” My hope this week is that students will find Jesus as their hope to get them 
through any circumstance. That He might not change their circumstance, but that they can hold onto 
Him in the midst of it. Another hope I have is that students will begin to see people around them the 
way God sees them. That they’ll recognize when their friends are going through a hard time and 
share the Hope that they have in Christ with them. 
 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
Explain Jesus’ final moments leading up to the cross. Why 
is this important? 
 
Are there times when you put God in a box by saying, “If 
you’re really the Son of God…”? 
 
What does Psalm 22 say? Why is this important? 
 
What is the significance of Jesus saying “God” and not 
“Father”? 
  
What is the bigger picture God has planned? 
 
 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 
Has there been a time in your life where things have felt 
hopeless?  
 
How does the resurrection affect our day to day lives? 
 
What can you put your hope in if you’re going through a 
time of hopelessness? 
 
If you’re not going through something difficult how can you 
apply what we’ve learned to your life? 
 
Are there people in your life who may be going through a 
time of hopelessness who need this message? Who are 
they? What can you do? 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 

Mess Fest March 25th! 
 

Student Baptism Day 
May 6th! 

 
 


