
 
 

  

                    Luke 23:32-43                                                                               3/4/18 

LEADER CURRICULUM 

Overview 
 
This is week two of our new series over the last words of 
Jesus before He died on the cross. Throughout this series 
we will have guest speakers presenting several different 
passages. Our hope this month is for students who do not 
know Jesus, that they would come to know Him; for those 
who do, they would be reminded of their identity in Christ.  
 
This week we are looking at Jesus’ words, “Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.”  We will also be 
looking at the last words of the man crucified next to Him, 
who Jesus was speaking to when he said this.  We will be 
walking through the transition of this man’s heart condition 
from one hurling insults at Jesus to one placing his faith in 
Jesus for salvation. 
 

BOTTOM LINE 
 

God Wants You All to 
be with Him in 

Paradise. 

TEACHING TIPS 
 
In the message this week we will be talking about the stages one goes through from starting out as 
an enemy of God, recognizing what separates us from Him, then understanding who Jesus really is, 
believing in what Jesus did on the cross, but also responding to that belief with genuine faith.  I will 
also be clearly defining the difference between having hope in something, having belief in 
something and actually having faith in something.  It is my goal to provide the students who already 
believe with an encouraging solidification and understanding of their faith, as well as provide any 
non-believing students with a crystal clear understanding of how to join Jesus in paradise one day. 
 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
Why is it important to know that this man who placed his 
faith in Jesus was hurling insults at Jesus only moments 
earlier? 
 
Why do you think Luke included the story about this man’s 
salvation in his gospel, unlike the others? 
 
What is it that caused this man next to Jesus to have 
change of heart? 
 
What 3 things did this man’s last words reveal about his 
transition to faith? 
 
What encouragement can we draw from the fact that Jesus 
said, “Today you will be with me in paradise.”? 
 
 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 
What is the difference between having hope, belief or faith 
in Jesus? 
 
Why is it important to distinguish the difference between 
these three? 
 
What exactly are the necessary steps to join Jesus in 
paradise one day? 
 
What encouragement can be taken from this message as a 
believer? 
 
What encouragement can be taken from this message as a 
non-believer? 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 

Mess Fest March 25th! 
 

Student Baptism Day 
May 6th! 

 
 


