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     It is no secret that those who are unchurched are more likely 

to attend a church service at Christmas and/or Easter than any oth-

er time of the year.  So, I want to just ask up front, “Who can you 

invite to church this month?”  There will be several opportunities for 

your unchurched friends, family, co-workers, etc. to hear the gospel 

through the Christmas message. 

 Beginning December 2, we will start a new message series 

on the Christmas story from the gospel of Matthew titled, “A Thrill of 

Hope.”  As you know, a thrill is a sudden feeling of excitement or pleasure and that 

is what the gospel through the Christmas story produces in us, a feeling of excite-

ment and of hope.  The God of the universe squeezes Himself into humanity and 

enters into life with us, as one of us (and remaining God at the same time) for the 

purpose of redeeming us from the bondage of sin.  Talk about a thrill of hope!  Who 

do you know who needs to hear that message that you can invite each Sunday 

throughout December? 

 On December 23 we will have our normal 2 services at 8:30am/10:45am; 

however, in the 10:45am service we will be blessed to have our MBC kids singing on 

stage for us!  We will also have special Christmas music performed by the adult 

choir in both services that day as well.  It’ll be a great day to invite a family with kids 

to church, so “Is there an unchurched family you can invite on December 23?” 

 Finally, our Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00pm on Monday, December 

24.  It will be a candlelight service as we prepare our hearts for celebrating the birth 

of Christ the next morning.  I will also present the gospel in a clear way for those who 

might be unchurched, so once again “Is there someone who you could invite to our 

Christmas Eve service?” 

 Let’s use the month of December not just to give thanks in our own lives for 

God coming to be with us to redeem us but also to share the hope of Jesus with 

others in our community who haven’t come to know Him yet.  See you soon! 
 

In His Name, 
 

Jason White, Lead Pastor 

512.282.0875, x14 

jason@manchacabaptist.org 
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     Can you help us reach our goal of being debt free by March of 

2019?  If so you can give during the offering time at one of our ser-

vices (mark Freedom Initiative on your check), online (at mancha-

cabaptist.org), or in person at the church office throughout the 

week.  Did you know that you can also donate stocks, bonds, property, etc. by contacting the office as well?  

Thanks in advance for partnering with us to set the church up for future success in this community! 

     Christmas time around my (Tanner) house growing up was probably similar to most. My grandmother would 

come in town a couple days before the day, arms loaded with presents, and would take my bedroom at the 

end of the hall. My mother always had some sort of dessert being baked and the smell filled the house. My 

father would be in the backyard Christmas Eve getting a head start on smoking the turkey for Christmas lunch. 

It was a magical time around our house. My sister and I, though we butted heads from time to time, seemed 

to get along pretty well around this time of year. I don’t know if it was us trying to make the best out of sharing 

a room for a few days or us thinking we could make up for days of bad behavior before the big red guy 

came down the chimney in a couple days.  

     I remember on Christmas Eve my sister and I would be so giddy with anticipation. We would lay in bed to-

gether whispering to each other the gifts we would hope to get and claiming to have heard footsteps or 

hooves on the roof from Santa and his reindeer. After finally falling asleep in a matter of hours we would then 

wake up to a smorgasbord of goodies and presents placed all around the living room. We’d yell with excite-

ment for all of the presents in the house and just start ripping the paper open like it was a race to see who 

could open their present the fastest. I still don’t know how my parents did it. 

     Fast forward about 20 years, the memories that stick with me the most aren’t the presents. Yes, I may re-

member a few of my presents here and there, but what really sticks with me about Christmas was the memo-

ries made along the way. Jenny (Childress) and I both remember our mothers letting us lick the spatula and 

bowl from their homemade cookies. We remember our fathers loading us up in the car and taking us to see 

Christmas lights. We remember watching the movie “A Christmas Story” every Christmas Eve with our families 

and for most of the next morning. We remember we always had to have a live tree, because our parents 

weren’t allowed to have one growing up, and our dads would take us to go pick the tree as a family. We re-

member our mothers making hot chocolate for everyone while we decorated the tree and listened to Christ-

mas music as a family. We remember the dinners around the tables and the love that was shared between 

one another. That’s what we remember most about Christmas. 

     Christmas can be hard and stressful. We can’t imagine what our parents went through financially and men-

tally trying to make Christmas nice with gifts, but looking back it wasn’t “stuff” we remember. It was the time 

shared together and the memories created. Sometimes we can get so caught up in the “stuff” of the Holidays 

and we miss out on the memories that can be made. 

     This Christmas, we want to encourage you to take a step back and think about what memories you can 

make for your family. Is there something or someone that gets in the way of creating a positive memory for 

your family? Spending time with extended family can be a wonderful time of memory making or it can be hor-

rid. If, for any reason, “Grandma’s” house is not a happy place, maybe think twice about sacrificing your chil-

dren’s Christmas memories. Author Gary Thomas puts it brilliantly when he says, “The whole notion of a man 

‘leaving’ his mother and father and ‘hold fast’ to his wife (Genesis 2:24) is a biblical warrant to make your im-

mediate family your primary commitment. There’s no Bible verse telling you to place your kids in a toxic envi-

ronment or around a toxic relative just because it’s Christmas. You can honor your parents without dishonoring 

your children. You can spend time with the extended family on other weekends; you can call them on the  

The Gift Money Can’t Buy— Family Ministry 

“Want To Give The Church A Christmas Gift?  How About Help-

ing Us Become Debt FREE!”  
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  The Gift Money Can’t Buy – Family Ministry, continued 
phone or celebrate an extra Christmas a week before or after the actual holiday. You can even spend the 

occasional Christmas with everyone else, but you certainly don’t have to compromise all of your kids’ Christ-

mases.” 

     So, look ahead. When your child is older and is asked, “What do you remember most about Christmas 

growing up?” What do you want to hear? Once you’ve figured out the answer to that question focus on do-

ing that. We realize that many people love giving gifts and seeing the look on their child’s face when they 

open up a present on Christmas morning, but if you’re like many families and are on a budget, go for memo-

ries. Read the Christmas story (Luke 2:1-20) together as a family, go see lights, make cookies together, invest in 

memories over things. Memories and experiences will always trump gifts in the long run. We all know things 

break and are lost. But memories? Memories grow. Invest in the gift that grows for Christmas. Memories your 

family will treasure forever. 

 

Merry Christmas from Your Family Ministry Team, 

 

 

 

Tanner Shumake, Student Pastor 

512-282-0875, ext. 22 

tanner@manchacabaptist.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Childress 

Children’s Director 

512-282-0875, ext. 26 

jenny@manchacabaptist.org 
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 Music Ministry 

     I wonder what would happen if we, as believers, were to focus more on Christ during this 

time of year and not on all the man made, consumeristic distractions that plague our socie-

ty during the month of December.  I want you to notice how many things I attach Christ’s 

name to in this article and see if it glorifies him or not.  Maybe then we can find a way to 

take back Christmas.  

     Amazon has almost made it so that we don’t have to leave the house to complete those Christmas Lists, 

but some of us procrastinate and have to do a little last-minute Christmas Shopping.   Society puts all kinds of 

pressure on us to decorate our yards with Christmas Lights and almost every house has at least one Christmas 

Tree.  Was there one in the stable?  I don’t remember…….  You will probably be invited to at least one Christ-

mas Party, where there may be a Christmas Gift Exchange or even an Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest!  Christ-

mas Cookies, Christmas Stockings, Christmas Ornaments, Christmas, Christmas, Christmas, Christmas, Christ-

mas….. 

     See what I did there? Where is the disconnect?  How did it go from a celebration of our Savior’s birth to 

complete chaos and idolatry?  I don’t know, but the older I get and the more presents my kids ask for, I want 

to do two things. One: apologize to my parents for all the stuff I asked for as a kid and two; put an end to the 

madness.  I’m not saying that I’m not going to put up a tree this year, because I will, and I will probably watch 

“Elf” at least once, but I am going to try and start making real changes to put Him first and everything else last.   

     She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, “For he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 

1:21 

     His birth was prophesized in the old testament and when He was born, He changed the world forever.  

Sometimes it seems like we don’t take that part as seriously as what he did 33 years after his birth.  I am finally 

making the connection that His birth, life, death and resurrection give us the complete prophecy.  It’s some-

thing I’ve always known, but want to know more about.   I’m looking forward to this Christmas being different- 

at least in my heart.  
 

Keith Davis, Worship Pastor 

512-282-0875 

keith@manchacabaptist.org 

Welcome New Members 

Lucy Johnson 

The Power Family 

Bonnie McAdams 

Alma Aranda 
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Operation Christmas Child (OCC) O.A.S.I.S. 
 

O.A.S.I.S. 
(Older Adults Still 

In Service) 

 

 

ALL Senior Adults are invited for our 

monthly gathering on 

December 14, at 11:30am, in Room E115,  

for some good food,  

wonderful fellowship and dominoes! 

 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 5 

Chicken Pot Pie,  

Dessert 
 

Dec. 12 

Soups, Dessert 
 

Dec. 19 

No Meal - Christmas Break 
 

Dec. 26 

No Meal - Christmas Break 

     Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is a 

ministry of Samaritan's Purse.  MBC col-

lects various items all throughout the 

year.  Items to be donated all year are:  

shoeboxes,  and cash donations which 

we will use to buy items for the boxes 

and for shipping.  

     A BIG thank you to everyone who donated items and 

came to fill shoeboxes.  We were able to fill 1,512 shoe-

boxes this year!  

      To find out more information about OCC, or to volun-

teer to serve in this ministry, please contact Marta Knight  

512-657-2366. 

Ladies Ministry Events                          
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     IF:TABLE - ALL LADIES are invited to our Dec. 

IF:Tables.   For locations and times, please contact 

Amanda Burchett: 
 

burchett.amanda@gmail.com 
 

          LADIES BIBLE STUDY - All ladies are welcome 

for Bible Studies on Fridays at 9:30am in Room E115.    

     LADIES COFFEE - Ladies meet at the Texican Ca-

fé at 9:00am the 4th Sat. of each month 

(excluding Nov. & Dec.) for coffee, Dutch-treat 

breakfast and great fellowship. 

Welcome New Members, continued 

Reagan Rutter Penelope Franco Debbie Adamson Kurtis Achterman 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

Parent 
Shopping Day 
10:am-2:00pm 

Kids Wing 

2 

 
 

Discover Guest Lunch 
12:00pm Room E115 

3 

 
MBC Kids Weekday 

9:00am-2:00pm 

4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Basketball Ages 18+  
7:00-9:00pm Gym 

5KW 9:00am-2:00pm - 

Family Meal   
  5:45-6:30pm Gym 
- Men’s Study 
6:30-7:30pm  Room  S204 
- Women’s Study  
6:30-7:30pm Room S207 
- Sr. Adult  Study  
6:30-7:30pm  Room E115 
- AWANA 6:30-7:45pm  

6Adventurer’s Acad. 

1:30-3:30pm Gym 
 

Open Studio  
10:00am-2:00pm E115 
 

Men’s Lunch  
Golden Corral 10:45am 
 

Adapted Sports  
6:00-8:00pm Gym 

7 

 

8 

9 

 
 

Deacon Meeting 
2:30pm Room E115 

10 

 
MBC Kids Weekday 

9:00am-2:00pm 

11 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Basketball Ages 18+  
7:00-9:00pm Gym 

12KW 9:00am-2:00pm - 

Family Meal   
  5:45-6:30pm Gym 
- Men’s Study 
6:30-7:30pm  Room  S204 
- Women’s Study  
6:30-7:30pm Room S207 
- Sr. Adult  Study  
6:30-7:30pm  Room E115 
- AWANA 6:30-7:45pm  

13Adventurer’s Acad. 

1:30-3:30pm Gym 
 

Open Studio  
10:00am-2:00pm E115 
 

Men’s Lunch  
Golden Corral 10:45am 
 

Adapted Sports  
6:00-8:00pm Gym 

14 

Ladies Bible Study 
Allbritton Home 
Potluck Lunch &  

Ornament Exchange 
10:00am 

 

O.A.S.I.S. 
11:30am 

Room E115 

15 

16 End of Year  

 Business Meeting 
12:00pm  

Worship Center 
 

Student Ministry 
Christmas Party 

5:00-7:00pm 
Shumake Home 

17 

 
MBC Kids Weekday 

9:00am-2:00pm 

18 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Basketball Ages 18+  
7:00-9:00pm Gym 

19 20Adventurer’s Acad. 

1:30-3:30pm Gym 
 

Open Studio  
10:00am-2:00pm E115 
 

Men’s Lunch  
Golden Corral 10:45am 
 

Adapted Sports  
6:00-8:00pm Gym 

21 

 

22 

23 

 
 

Family Ministry 
 Christmas Party 

9:30am 
Kids Wing 

24  

Church Office Closed 
 

Christmas Eve      
Candlelight Service 

5:00pm 
Worship Center 

25 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

26 

Church Office Closed 

27 

Church Office Closed 

28 

Church Office Closed 
 

 

29 

30 31 

 
Church Office Closed 

     

December 2018 
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HLCC Women’s Conference 2019 
     Every year, women from across Texas come togeth-

er at Highland Lakes Camp and Conference Center to 

experience life change and celebrate in community 

with other sisters in Christ. They leave refreshed and 

ready to take the next step towards the heart of God. 

     This special gathering is designated to help women 

of all ages and walks of life be encouraged in their 

relationship with Christ; get connected with other 

women who desire to be used by God; and, to be-

come better equipped to make a difference in their 

family, workplace, church, community and world. 

     Your heart will be encouraged through thought 

provoking Bible study, authentic worship, uplifting 

praise, relevant topical seminars, hands-on ministry, 

laughter and lots of sweet fellowship. 

 

There is something for everyone! 
 

Registration is now open on the Highland Lakes Camp and Conference Center website: 

 

https://hlccc.org/events/womens-conference-register/ 

Poinsettias 

     Honor your loved ones with a 

Poinsettia to decorate our church 

for the Christmas season.  Place 

your order today or as soon as 

possible, but no later than Dec. 16.  

Cost is $5 per plant.  You can 

place this form in the offering plate 

or in the Welcome Center. 

 

$_____enclosed for _____(#) Poinsettia(s) 

 

_____in Honor of _____ in Memory of 

 

Name:____________________________________________ 

 

 

Relationship:______________________________________ 

 

 

By (your name):___________________________________ 

 

Student Ministry Christmas Party 



 

1215 W. FM 1626 

P.O. Box 400 

Manchaca, TX  78652 

November 28, 2018 

Phone: 512-282-0875 

Fax: 512-292-0043 
E-mail: info@manchacabaptist.org 

“The virgin will be with child and will give 

birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel” - which means, “God with 

us.” 

                            - Matthew 1:23 

Christmas at MBC 
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