
 
 

 
 
 

SCRIPTURE: James 

SERIES: The Book of James 

TITLE: Gospel Faith 

BIG IDEA: Gospel Faith manifests in action, not just in words.  

 
 
TEXT 
 
14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith 
save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good 
is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, 
and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons 
believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is 
useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 
22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the 
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—
and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also 
faith apart from works is dead. 
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v. 14-17 

1. THERE WILL ALWAYS BE PROOF OF REAL FAITH 
 

Application Question: Is there evidence of my faith in how I treat others? 

- What are some concrete evidences of real faith? 

- What are some things that can look like evidence of faith but may be “false fruit?” 

- Why do you think James uses compassion for the poor as the primary example in these verses?  

- What gets your attention in the question “What good is it?” 

- How does someone practically work towards having a real faith? 

 
 
v. 18-19 

2. BIG HEADS ARE NOT A REPLACEMENT FOR WEAK HANDS 
 

Application Question: Am I doing as much as I’m learning? 

- What is good about spiritual knowledge? 

- Why is spiritual knowledge problematic if not accompanied by works? 

- Why would the Lord be interested in this among His people? 

- How have “works” displayed in others’ lives benefited you? 

 
 
v. 20-26 

3. SALVATION IS BY FAITH ALONE, BUT NOT FAITH THAT IS ALONE 
 

Application Question: What am I doing? 

 
- What is the difference in salvation by faith alone and works being the verifier of true faith? 

- Why is it important for Christians to display genuine works as an outgrowth of real faith? 

- What does it say about us if there are no works to accompany our faith? 

- What is the most impactful “work” you have seen in a person who walks with the Lord?  

o What makes this so meaningful to you? 

- How do we see the Gospel in this passage? 

 
 


