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SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 5:25-33
SERIES: Ekklesia 
TITLE: The Bride
BIG IDEA: The Church (Ekklesia) is devoted to Christ alone, the true and better husband.


SUMMARY
The church is the Bride of Christ. The bride to the true and better husband – Christ. Jesus in His position as true and better husband sacrificially and unconditionally loves the bride. He gave Himself; He allowed Himself to be sacrificed for the brides life. It is the ultimate love story. In Christ we have a true redeemer and One who is fully devoted to us. The church is what it is because of Christ alone. The mystery Paul speaks of in this text is the fact that Christ gave Himself up for the church. The primary teaching is that Christ is the true husband of the church. This is alongside the teaching that husbands should love their wives as Christ loved the church. 


TEXT
Ephesians 5:25-33
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.[a] 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.







v. 25-27 
1. CHRIST IS THE TRUE AND BETTER HUSBAND

Christ is the true husband of the church, the bride. In other words, Jesus is the one who leads, loves, and unconditionally chooses to be in relationship with the Church. He doesn’t tolerate the church, He loves the church with selfless and unconditional love.  This should change who we are and how we live. 
· Why would Paul make a comparison between marriage and Christ’s love for the church?

· What does it mean for Christ to love the church practically?

· What does it mean that He gave Himself up?

· What does Paul mean by “sanctified”?

· What does it mean that Christ cleansed the church?

· What does it mean that He presented the church?

· What is the difference in being tolerated and being unconditionally loved? 

· Why is this distinction important with respect to Jesus’ relationship to the church?

Application Question: Do you live loved, or do you live tolerated?










v. 28-30
2. FUNCTIONAL SAVIORS WILL EVENTUALLY MALFUNCTION 

Functional saviors are things we look to for help, support, purpose, love, etc, that are not Christ. In other words, a functional savior is anything that is not Jesus that we turn to for something only Jesus can give. Paul gives the illustration of Christ and the church as an example for husbands and wives and uses the point that people take care of their own bodies, therefore, take care of your spouse in the same way. How do we see this practically worked out? – Christ as He relates to the Church. 

· How can a relationship with a friend be nourishing?

· In what ways should our relationship with the Lord be nourishing to us?

· How can looking to the wrong things to nourish us actually serve to malnourish us?

· What are some practical examples of functional saviors? 

· Why is it so easy to find contentment in things other than Christ?

· Hope?
· Love?
· Security?
· Belonging?
· Fulfillment?

· What does it look like for a functional savior to malfunction?

· How should we seek nourishment for the true savior?

Application Question: How is your soul being nourished? 




Head / Heart / Hands
· What does this text teach me?

· What does it tell me to feel?

· What does it tell me to do?



Just as He had done with Adam, God put Jesus on the cross in a deep sleep and opened His side. Out from His side flowed not a rib but water and blood. From that water and blood God is washing, cleansing and preparing a bride worthy of Jesus. God did not create Eve from nothing as He had Adam, but He created her from the wounded side of Adam. Even so, the Lord is not creating a people that does not now exist to be His church. He takes the peoples that now exist—certain members of it—and washes it in the blood that came from the wounded side. By the Holy Spirit, He gives the nature of Christ to the bride, so she will be worthy of Him.
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